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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates
Jan Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov | Dec

2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 *— *—
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 *— *—
2006 *— *— *— *— *— 4.4 *— *— 4.2 5.2 4.9 *—
2007 *___ *__ *__ *__ *__ *___ *__ *__ *__ *__ *___ *__
2008 *— *— *— 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6

2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 55 5.4
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 53 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8 7.6 7.6 6.4 7.1
2011 9.0 9.1

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance.

In February 2011, the unemployment rate in BC is 8.3% and 5.7% in Alberta.

JANUARY 2011

LABOUR FORCE

e British Columbia’s jobless rate jumped 0.7 percentage points to 7.6% (seasonally
adjusted) in December. The province shed roughly 22,500 jobs during the month, a decline of
1.0%, outstripping the contraction in the size of the labour force (-0.2%).

While the workforces for manufacturing (-1,800) and forestry, fishing & mining (-1,700) shrank
in December, the largest source of job losses in the goods sector was the construction sector.
Employment in construction fell sharply (-10,200) in December, accounting for roughly three-
quarters of the decline in goods sector employment.

On the services side, the most significant job losses were registered in health care & social
assistance (-11,300). Employment in finance, insurance and real estate (-8,700) was also down
significantly from the previous month. However, a few
sectors made considerable employment gains in December,
including transportation & warehousing (+6,800), public
administration (+4,800) and accommodation & food services
(+3,000). Data Source: Statistics Canada

* Unemployment rates at the regional level (3-month
moving average, unadjusted) ranged from a low of
5.8% in Vancouver Island/Coast to a high of 8.6% in
Kootenay.

Compared to the same period last year, employment

gains were made in every region except Kootenay (-7.0%).
Data Source: Statistics Canada

¢ Nationally, employment edged higher (+0.1%;
seasonally adjusted) for a second straight month in
December, largely driven by gains made in
manufacturing (+3.8%) and transportation &
warehousing (+5.4%). Employment gains were focused
in Quebec (+0.6%), Ontario (+0.3%) and Newfoundland &
Labrador (+1.1%). Employment fell in most of Western

Canada, most notably in BC (-1.0%). Data Source: Statistics
Canada
BC Stats Infoline Issue: 11-01, January 7, 2011



JANUARY 2011

2010 SuB-PROVINCIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES

Name Type 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 % Change
Peace River Regional 'RD 59329 60214 60992 62244 63368 1.7
Chetwynd DM 2722 2637 2640 2680 2,714 1.3
Dawson Creek C 11094 11290 11421 11529 11860 2.9
Pouce Coupe VL 738 744 737 747 792 6.0
Tumbler Ridge DM 2491 2434 2440 2421 2428 0.3
Unincorporated Areas | RDR | 21954 22306 22464 22870 23148 1.1

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 11-02 January 14th, 2011

FEBRUARY 2011

LABOUR FORCE

e Starting the New Year on a somewhat sour note, the province’s unemployment rate
climbed 0.6 percentage points to 8.2% in January. This is the highest that BC’s jobless rate
has been since June 2009 and the first time since 2004 that BC’s rate of unemployment has exceeded
the national average.

Sliding employment (-0.4%) and an expanding labour force (+0.3%) together conspired to put
upward pressure on the province’s unemployment rate. Parttime employment dropped sharply (-

4.0%) in January, but this was partially offset by an increase in the number of full-time jobs (+0.7%).
Data Source: Statistics Canada

* The number of people employed in the goods sector dropped (-3.8%) in January, due
primarily to a decline (-7.4%) in manufacturing. Agriculture (-9.9%) and utilities (—7.2%)
also registered losses in employment. Employment in the services sector rose slightly (+0.4%) as
reductions in both professional, scientific & technical services (-6.6%) and transportation &
warehousing (—4.9%) were offset by increases in finance, insurance & real estate (+7.5%) and
accommodation & food services (+4.3%). Data Source: Statistics Canada

* At the regional level, unemployment rates (3-month moving average, unadjusted)
ranged from a low of 6.9% in Vancouver Island/Coast to a high of 9.0% in both
Northeast and Thompson/Okanagan. Compared to the same month in 2010, jobless rates have
fallen in most regions of the province with Northeast (9.0% versus 4.9% in January 2010) and

Thompson/Okanagan (9.0% versus 8.7% in January 2010) being the only exceptions. Data Source:
Statistics Canada

* Nationally, employment was up (+0.4%) for a second straight month. However, Canada’s
overall unemployment rate edged 0.2 percentage points higher to 7.8% due to an increased number of
people looking for work. Employment was up in nearly all provinces, most notably in Ontario
(+0.5%) and Alberta (+1.1%). BC (-0.4%) and New Brunswick (—0.3%) were the only provinces that
posted employment losses in January. Data Source: Statistics Canada

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 11-05, February 4, 2011



MARCH 2011

LABOUR FORCE

e British Columbia’s unemployment rate edged up again in February, climbing to 8.8% (+0.6
percentage points, seasonally adjusted). The latest increase was caused by an addition of 26,200
(+1.1%) persons to the labour force.

BC’s unemployment rate remains among the highest in Western Canada; the BC rate was a full
percentage point above the national average (7.8%) last month. Rates in Manitoba (5.3%),
Saskatchewan and Alberta (each 5.7%) sat notably lower than that of BC. Data Source: Statistics Canada

* Employment in the province’s service sector was slightly weaker in February (-0.3%, seasonally
adjusted). The number of jobs in wholesale & retail trade dropped most notably (-2.8%), but
employment was also down in several other industries. On the other hand, job gains were seen in
some sectors, primarily among providers of professional, scientific & technical services (+5.6%) and
public administration (+3.3%).

The province’s goods-producing industries, which have seen employment grow by 2.9% (or
12,600 jobs) in the past twelve months, continued to fare well in February (+3.6%). Declines in one
of the biggest industries (manufacturing, at -0.7%) did not manage to outweigh surges in construction
(+8.2%) and the always-volatile utilities industry (+18.6%). Data Source: Statistics Canada

e Uncertain labour market conditions continued to have varying effects on regional
unemployment rates, which ranged from a low of 7.5% (three-month moving average,
unadjusted) in the Cariboo to 9.3% in Thompson/Okanagan. Data Source: Statistics Canada

* In February, the labour force participation rate of the off-reserve Aboriginal population aged
25 to 54 was 73.8% (three-month moving average, unadjusted), compared with 85.0% for their
non-Aboriginal counterparts (a difference of 11.2 percentage points). This gap has widened
considerably since February 2009, when participation rates for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal

populations aged 25 to 54 were 77.3% and 84.9%, respectively. Data Source: Statistics Canada
BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-10 March 11, 2011

NORTHEASTERN BC UNEMPLOYMENT

BC Stats released its monthly report on unemployment rates that showed the Northeast with the second
highest rate of unemployment at 9.1 per cent in February 2011 - up by 0.1 per cent since January 2011.

Comparably, the unemployment rate sat at 4.4 per cent in February 2010.

Although the numbers look like unemployment is on the rise, employment in the northeast has remained
fairly stable in the last 12 months, said BC Stats research analyst lan Darling in an e-mail.

"Changes in the unemployment rate through this period have been driven mainly by persons not in the
labour force transitioning to looking for work, increasing the number of unemployed persons,” he said. "In the
last two months, the unemployment rate has increased because of a slight decline in employment coupled with
marginally higher unemployment."

Darling explained that jobs in the northeast have ranged from a high of 37,600 to the current low of
36,100 in February 2011 - 400 less jobs compared to January 2011.

"The industries experiencing the largest declines in employment over the last two months include
construction (-700 jobs), wholesale and retail trade (-500), and health care and social assistance (-400)."

The Thompson/Okanagan region maintained the highest unemployment rate at 9.3 per cent, and the North
Coast/Nechako region sat in third at 8.8 per cent.

The province as a whole jumped from 7.5 per cent unemployment to 8.3 per cent from January to
February 2011.

Dawson Creek Daily News
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OIL & GAS SALES

(Continued from page 10)
2010/2011 featured the most lucrative run of land sale revenue in the province’s history as producers rushed to
tie up land in the Horn River Basin shale gas play near Fort Nelson and the Montney trend further south.

During that five-year fiscal period, bonus bids averaged $1.2 billion at $2,225 per hectare. But revenue
has slowed down considerably in 2011, a trend predicted by many industry observers as a result of weak gas
prices and the fact that prime land in the hot shale gas and Montney plays had been largely scooped up.

As for the calendar year, the government has so far collected $16.8 million in 2011 on 36,735 hectares at
an average of $456.08 per hectare. To the same point last year, B.C. had brought in $43.2 million on 41,436
hectares at an average of $1,042.

March 2010 - $13.41 million

March 2009 - $15.03 million

March 2008 - $152.4 million

March 2007 - $38.48 million

March 2006 - $20.27 million

March 2005 - $18.45 million

March 2004 - $17.60 million

March 2003 - $35.22 million

March 2002 - $60.18 million

March 2001 - $31.00 million

March 2000 - $15.48 million
JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group
Government of BC
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JANUARY 2011

NATURAL GAS REVENUE

Revenues from natural gas produced in the Northeast continued to fuel British Columbia's economic
recovery in 2010, according to year-end figures released by the Province.

The Ministry of Energy projects provincial revenue will reach $1.38 billion in fiscal 2010/11, and natural
gas production will reach 1.14 trillion cubic feet (Tcf), which accounts for more that 30 per cent of Canada's
total reserves.

Drilling activity was up more than 10 per cent compared to 2009, and now accounts for 14 per cent of all
natural gas wells drilled in Canada, up from 5.7 per cent in 2000. Industry's capital investment is projected to
reach $7 billion in fiscal 2010/11, up from $5.2 billion invested in the previous year.

"It's investment in the future,” said Steve Dunk, manager of B.C. operations for the Canadian Association
of Petroleum Producers (CAPP). "There's a lot of potential in B.C., so what industry is doing now is exploring
that potential, with the concept that eventually around 2020-ish, there will be significant increases in
provincial production.”

Land rights sales totaled $844 million in bonus bids in 2010, the fourth best year-end total in the
province's history. However, that is down from $893 million in 2009 and the record $2.66 billion in 2008.
Dunk said the land sale numbers shouldn't be compared year-to-year because developing those leases takes
place over a few years.

"The big numbers that we've seen over the last three years are another indication of the very large
potential that is out there in regards to unconventional natural gas,” he said, adding while he didn't have
specific projections for activity in 2011, the land sale figures suggest reasonable levels of activity in the short
to mid-term.

Those figures are in spite of the price of gas remaining around $4 per million British thermal units (Btu) -

as traded on the New York Mercantile Exchange - in 2010, an over-all drop of 21 per cent from 2009.
Northeast News

FEBRUARY 2011

TUPPER WEST GAS PLANT

Murphy Oil Corporation announced that its wholly-
owned subsidiary, Murphy Oil Company Ltd., has
commenced operation at the Tupper West natural gas processing
facility in Northeastern British Columbia.

The Tupper West gas plant, with a capacity of 180 mmcf per
day, is located 20 kilometres west of Dawson Creek, British
Columbia, and is 39 kilometres from the Tupper main facility,
which started production in December 2008. Murphy holds a
100% working interest in the Tupper West plant and adjoining
acreage.

“Production from the Tupper West area is expected to
contribute over 85 mmcf per day in 2011 with year-end exit rates
projected to be over 120 mmcf per day, Murphy said.

The company’s Canadian gas production averaged 85.56

mmcf a day last year.
JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group
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FEBRUARY 2011

DAWSON PROCESSING PLANT

Spectra Energy Transmission has received National Energy Board approval for its Westcoast
Energy Inc. Dawson processing plant and associated facilities west of Dawson Creek, BC.

Construction of the Dawson plant, approximately 16 kilometres west of the city, is to begin in the first
quarter and would be completed in two phases with a planned in-service date of Oct. 1, 2011, for the initial
phase, which would have a capacity of 100 mmcf per day of raw gas.

The second phase would involve the installation of additional processing equipment to double the nominal
processing capacity of the plant to 200 mmcf per day of raw gas, with a planned in-service date of 2013.

Sales gas processed at the Dawson plant would be transported through the Bessborough pipeline to the
NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. Groundbirch pipeline.

Raw gas would be delivered to the Dawson plant through a new upstream gathering pipeline (Bissette
pipeline) for which Spectra Energy Midstream (SEM) has received approval for construction and
operation from the British Columbia Oil and Gas Commission. The pipeline will extend from a producer
compressor station in British Columbia to an interconnection point on Westcoast's South Peace pipeline,
approximately four kilometres west of the Dawson plant.

The board also gave Westcoast leave to purchase from SEM a 4.1-kilometre segment of the Bissette
pipeline to be renamed the Willowbrook pipeline.

Downstream of the Dawson plant, the Willowbrook pipeline would be used by Westcoast to deliver
blended raw gas from the Dawson plant to the Westcoast McMahon processing plant through the South Peace
pipeline as the Dawson plant does not include acid gas disposal or sulphur recovery facilities.

The Westcoast facilities respond to a shipper's interest to connect sales quality natural gas, mainly from
the Montney formation, to the North American market through pipeline systems in BC. and Alberta, said the
board. The Dawson project is underpinned by a long-term expansion service agreement with one area
producer. The bundled service agreement provides for firm raw gas transportation and processing services as
well as sales gas deliveries.

The plant and associated facilities, which would cover about 49 acres of the 329-acre Westcoast site,
would be built within previously disturbed agricultural land and in close proximity to the NGTL Groundbirch

and Spectra's South Peace pipelines.
JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group

INFRASTRUCTURE ROYALTY CREDIT PROGRAM

The BC provincial government has launched another $120-million round of tax breaks for natural-gas
producers to encourage them to build extraction infrastructure.

It is called the infrastructure royalty credit program, which was begun in 2004, and under it gas
companies that commit to building pipelines and roads earn credits worth up to half their projects' capital cost
against future natural-gas royalty payments to the province.

The idea is to give companies an incentive to build infrastructure in underdeveloped areas of B.C.'s
remote northeast, which creates construction jobs now and the potential for higher provincial resource
revenues in the long term.

The province's goal is, within five years, to earn $2.50 in incremental gas royalties for every $1 in credits.

To date, the province said the credit has seen 76 new roads and 97 pipeline projects worth $1 billion in

capital investments since it was instituted in 2004.
© Vancouver Sun
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MARCH 2011

WATER USE

The Qil and Gas Commission recently announced changes to how industry's water use is reported.

Section 8 short-term water use approvals now require companies to report on a quarterly basis, and those
applications now cover water source dugouts.

Allan Chapman, the Commission's hydrologist, said the changes modernize some of the Commission's
procedures in response to the increase in consumption and the changes in water use practices by industry,
especially with the development of hydraulic fracturing of gas wells.

"There has been a lot of interest expressed by individuals, communities, First Nations and others in the
water approvals the Commission provides, and also in the amount of water industry uses,” said Chapman. "It's
really a way to take this critical and vital water information and put it out into a larger public domain so people
can see how water is being approved and what the companies are doing with that water."

He said the quarterly reports will allow interested parties given for a particular water basin, the volume
that has been approved, and how much of that approved quantity the companies have actually used. He added
it will ensure the amounts being approved are sustainable, pointing to the suspensions of some licences due to
the drought last summer as an example of where that enhanced management could be applied. The first
quarterly report will be available on or before April 25 online at OGCWaterVVolumeData® gov.hc.ca.

Chapman added the Commission's geographic information system (GIS) allows it to track and monitor the
precise locations where water withdrawals are taking place.

Northeast NEWS said an exemption allows companies to withdraw 45 cubic metres a day to a maximum
of 5,000 cubic metres a year within a specified river basin for smaller activities such as seismic operations, but
not for hydraulic fracturing.

Companies will now be required to report any naturally-accumulated water stored in a dugout or borrow
pit. Chapman said audits done last year showed these storage sites have become a major source of water for
industry as much as 20-40% of the water used for hydraulic fracturing in the Horn River Basin, for example.

"This is water that is part of the surface hydrological cycle - it's part of the snowmelt or rainfall that fills
these pits - and when it's used for oil and gas activity, it is a removal of that water that would otherwise

become part of the groundwater of flow of a river."
Northeast News

QUALITY WIND PROJECT

A presentation on a large wind farm being built near Tumbler Ridge was made to the Peace River
Regional District.

The presentation centred on the construction of the 142 megawatt Quality Wind Project and the timeline
set out for the project’s completion.

Project Manager Steve Owens and Manager/Public Consultant Jason Tusor discussed various matters
relating to the project, including construction, project timelines and the company’s relationship with different
businesses in the region.

According to Tusor and Owens, Capital Power has already selected Mortenson Construction as a
primary contractor for the renewable energy project.

They said that Mortensen is one of Canada’s leading renewable energy construction companies and is
experienced in working in mountainous areas and under extreme weather conditions. Furthermore, the
company has already completed surveying and flagging the construction sites. It has also begun to clear and
map out roads to the construction areas.

(Continued on page 15)
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MARCH 2011

QUALITY WIND PROJECT

(Continued from page 14)

The company has made it clear that working with local businesses is one of its key priorities. It is
currently working with Hemmera on environmental concerns, AMEC Arcas on archaeology subjects and
TECO on forestry matters.

Tusor and Owens said Capital Power is working with these companies to ensure all regulations are abided
by and met.

Moreover, they said the company is frequently in communication with the RCMP and Fire Department in
Tumbler Ridge, STARS air ambulance and local healthcare officials to ensure all necessary safety precautions
are met.

Excavation and concrete pouring is expected to begin in November, along with the transportation,
erection and commissioning of the turbines.

Once constructed, the project will sell electricity generated by the wind farm to B.C. Hydro under a 25-

year Electricity Purchase Agreement.
Www.energeticcity.ca

FERUS EXPANDS NITROGEN PLANT

Before the company's first liquid nitrogen plant in Dawson Creek has even been constructed, Calgary-
based Ferus Inc. announced plans to build a second plant next to that site.

President and CEO Dick Brown confirmed on March 25 his company plans to build two plants along the
west side of the Dangerous Goods Route in a new industrial subdivision, worth a total investment of $40
million and for a total capacity to produce 400 tonnes of liquid nitrogen per day. He added nearly 40 jobs will
be created between the two plants.

"It's been demonstrated that liquid nitrogen is one of the products of choice for completing a lot of the
wells in and around the Montney resource play,” said Brown. "It (using nitrogen) does two things - it increases
the reserves associated with those wells, and it also significantly decreases the amount of water required to
complete the wells."

He explained there are two types of processes associate with hydraulic fracturing - a "cryogenic-energized
frac" that is favorable to using liquid nitrogen, and a "slick-water frac" (involving the use of chemicals to
reduce friction) that is not. He said typically those wells that do use nitrogen need only 20% of the water
required for a well that does not.

Brown said they anticipate the first plant will be online this September, and the second one in June next
year. He added once operational they would like to hold a public open house to "take some of the mystery out
of the plant" and ensure there are no concerns about safety or the environment.

He said his company is in Dawson Creek for the long term and will look to be active in the community.

Mayor Mike Bernier said the announcement is indicative of the strength of the industry locally and the
favourable business climate created in Dawson Creek.

"There are so many positives right now in the South Peace and Dawson Creek with the oil and gas
industry booming, and with the service sector that is growing to cater to that," he said.

He said not only will the plants expand the city's commercial tax base and bring in new jobs, but it will

also help reduce the industry's water consumption, an issue city council considers a priority going forward.
Northeast News


http://www.energeticcity.ca
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MARCH 2011

ARC RESOURCES

Mainly on the strength of development drilling in northeast British Columbia, ARC Resources Ltd.
boosted proved-plus-probable reserves by nearly one-third last year.

By year-end, 2010 ARC boosted company interest proved-plus-probable reserves 29 per cent, to 487
million boe from 379 million boe booked at year-end, 2009. Additions, mostly achieved through development
activity, but including 23.44 million boe of technical revisions, amounted to 91 million boe, while the
company added a further 44 million boe through last year's acquisition of Storm Exploration Inc.

Management attributed much of last year's reserves additions to ARC's 2010 capital program, in which
the company spent $591 million drilling 176 (165 net) wells.

In particular, most of the additions came through natural gas development in BC’s Montney formation,
including the Dawson, West Montney and Parkland areas of northeast BC. Total proved-plus-probable
reserves in those areas rose to 1.4 tcf equivalent (872 bcfe proved), a 68 per cent increase over year-end 2009
reserves of 0.8 tcfe. Montney reserves in the area made up 48 per cent of total proved plus probable reserves.

Last year, much of ARC's capital program was focused on resource play development, with $283 million
or nearly half of 2010 capital spending allocated to BC’s Montney region.

Also during 2010, ARC boosted its
reserve life index for its proved-plus-
probable reserves to 15.2 years, with the ARC Annual Proved Plus Probable Reserves
proved reserves RLI remaining roughly | Million BOE
unchanged at 10.4 years, based on the | s5gp
company's mid-point 2011 production
guidance of 85,500 boe per day. 400

Natural gas liquids reserves increased
67 per cent in 2010, with the acquisition | 3g0
of the liquids-rich Parkland area, and now
make up five per cent of total proved plus | 2q0 |
probable reserves.

ARC also commissioned an| 100/
independent contingent resource report on
its three areas within BC’s Montney, ]
mentioned above. In addition to year-end, 2002 2003 2004 2005 2007 2008 2008 2010
2010 proved-plus-probable reserves of 1.4 B gross reserves
tcfe, the contingent resource report
assigned a contingent resource best estimate of 0.7 tcfe in excess of proved plus probable reserves. The
estimate of discovered gas-initially-in-place has been revised to 10.1 tcf.

Management said the report supports ARC's position that the Montney is "a significant growth engine
with considerable potential reserves and ARC will continue to develop the region in a strategic and prudent
manner."

Prior to acquisition spending, ARC's finding and development costs were $6.47 per boe for proved plus
probable and $9.50 per boe for proved reserves last year. These low costs were attributed to strong assets,
excellent drilling results and strong reserve growth, particularly in the Dawson and Ante Creek areas.

With acquisitions, finding, development and acquisitions costs, excluding changes in future development
costs, were $9.21 per boe for proved plus probable and $13.31 per boe for proved reserves. Including future
development costs, the costs were $14.23 per boe for proved plus probable and $18.15 per boe for proved
reserves.

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group
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SHALE GAS

Locked within the shale deposits of northeastern British Columbia lies a natural gas reserve of
unparalleled wealth that could push the province into a resource boom unrivalled since the development 50
years ago of the pulp-and-paper industry.

This resource is nothing more than individual, tiny bubbles of hydrocarbon, all that remains of a single
organism that lived and died in a primordial sea and was buried in the mud millions of years ago.

But the accumulation of billions of such organisms over time adds up to gas deposits of 250 trillion cubic
feet to 1,000 trillion cubic feet, according to the provincial energy ministry.

How much of that is recoverable is a work in progress as companies drill into it. But even at today’s low
price for natural gas of $3 per 1,000 cubic feet at the wellhead, those reservoirs could have a value beginning
at $750 billion.

And the more companies drill, the more gas they find.

“We haven’t finalized booking the reserves in the shale gas plays,” said Ken Paulson, chief engineer and
deputy commissioner at the B.C. Oil and Gas Commission. “We are still getting information from some of the
plays which allows us to refine our estimates as to how much hydrocarbon is actually in these reservoirs. But
it'salot.”

Northeastern B.C. contains four major gas formations: The Montney basin near Dawson Creek, the Horn
River and Liard basins northwest of Fort Nelson, and the Cordova Embayment, east of Fort Nelson. But the
promise of wealth that they offer is tempered by several facts: They are far from North American markets for
gas; they are more costly to get out of the ground than conventional reserves; and the way the gas is being
extracted is drawing growing public concern.

The shale gas deposits have triggered a slew of deals worth billions of dollars as global companies jockey
to gain a foothold in this new resource gold rush. Petro China’s $5.4-billion investment with Encana, for a
50-per-cent stake in one B.C. gas deposit alone, is the largest, while South African synthetic fuel producer
Sasol’s $2-billion investment in two of Talisman Energy’s gas holdings perhaps brings the most promise.

Sasol is a world-leader in technology of converting natural gas to synthetic diesel, and it has agreed with
Talisman to conduct a feasibility study around the economic viability of a facility in Western Canada to
convert natural gas to liquid fuels.

To access B.C. shale gas, companies use a technique called hydro-fracturing, or fracking, to release the
trapped bubbles, which can be in shale deposits one to two kilometres below the surface. The technique
involves drilling a vertical well about 18 centimetres wide until it reaches the shale layer. The drill bore then is
gradually curved to horizontal, where it can go for another two kilometres through the shale.

Water, sand and a lubricating solution are then pumped at high pressure into the well.

The water pressure fractures the shale into tiny pieces, creating millions of surfaces, which release their
gas. The sand keeps the pieces apart and the gas within the shale is then forced to the well by the pressure of

the rock above.
Vancouver Sun
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WINTER TOURISM

Tourism in Dawson Creek this winter has been steady with regional visitors checking out what the Mile 0
City has to offer.

Tourism Coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk said tourism in Dawson Creek is a year-round operation, but that
winter is obviously a slower time.

Despite a more leisurely season, winter tourism has seen visitors for a variety of pursuits.

"We have people from throughout the region that travel here for recreation, for sporting events, events at
the Events Centre, participating in winter activities in their own home, skiing on the ski hill, cross country
skiing, snowshoeing, ski-dooing etc.," Bodnaryk pointed out.

Because the visitor's center is not open as often during the winter as it is in the summer, it can be a bit
more difficult to track the exact amount of tourists who pass through Dawson Creek.

"In the summertime, you have a better idea because our visitor's centre is open seven days a week, we
have tours that are booked, and we have people in place to track all that information,” said Bodnaryk.

Bodnaryk also noted a couple of emerging trends in tourist demographics that work in Dawson Creek's
favor.

"A continued trend that we're seeing over the last year is grandparents that are travelling with their
grandchildren,” he said. "It's a whole new market. It used to be that we'd have a demographic of just two
people between the ages of 55 and 65 that would travel the Alaska Highway. Now they've decided that, well,
the parents are going off on their own vacation, and grandma and grandpa are taking their grandchildren on the
highway."

The summer tourism season is forecasted to be another great time, said Bodnaryk.

The usual events, the Summer Cruise, Fall Fair and Rodeo are coming back, as well as the returning
Summer Staycation campaign.

There are also a few new events planned for the summer that Bodnaryk was not yet able to announce, but
he did mention the fast approaching 70th anniversary of the Alaska Highway in 2012.

Preparations for the celebration will get underway later in 2011, and it is likely that tourists will come a

year ahead for a preview of sorts before coming back next year for the actual anniversary.
Dawson Creek Daily News

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics
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BEEF CONGRESS

Beef producers and enthusiasts gathered to discuss the state of the industry and judge top-rate cattle at the
Peace Country Beef Congress in Dawson Creek.

"The show was very well attended," commented organizer Lori Kinnee as the four-day event came to a
close.

The show boasted over 100 head of cattle from producers all over the Peace Region. Kinnee said the
show's commercial cattle number was up from last year.

"Last year we had four pens, this year we had 16. Our purebred numbers were right on par with the
previous year. Our spectator levels were probably down a little bit, but that mostly would have been a result of
the weather conditions that started right before the show started," she laughed.

"We're happy. The exhibitors were also happy with the turnout, so in my opinion everybody's happy."

Mike and Mori Klassens and sons from Willow-Creek Simmentals won cattleman’s choice at the end

of the show for the second straight year.
Alaska Highway News

JANUARY 2011

TUMBLER RIDGE COMMUNITY FOREST

Forests, Mines and Lands Minister Pat Bell announced that a community forest agreement for the District
of Tumbler Ridge will generate additional revenue for the municipality and create a more secure fibre supply
for sawmills in northeastern B.C.

The community forest agreement is for a 25-year term and grants the right to harvest 20,000 cubic metres
of timber per year from about 22,000 hectares of Crown land in the Dawson Creek timber supply area. The
community forest consists of three separate parcels within 25 kilometres of Tumbler Ridge’s municipal
boundaries.

Timber from the community forest will be used to supply West Fraser and Canfor sawmills in nearby
Chetwynd, supporting existing jobs in the local forest sector and creating a new revenue stream for the District
of Tumbler Ridge.

The district also plans to use its community forest licence to mitigate wildfire risks by reducing fuels in
the surrounding forests that have been impacted by the mountain pine beetle infestation. Beetle-killed timber
will also help Tumbler Ridge in its pursuit of bio-energy production to provide the community with a stable
back-up power supply to prevent extended outages.

Community forest agreements are a form of legal tenure that enable communities to more fully participate
in the stewardship of local Crown forest resources. They are area-based, and give communities exclusive
rights to harvest timber, as well as the opportunity to manage and profit from other forest resources such as
botanical products, recreation, wildlife, water and scenic viewscapes. More than 50 community forests are

operating or are in the planning stages in British Columbia.
Government of BC
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EXPLORATION & MINING ACTIVITY 2010

Speaking at Mineral Roundup 2011, Minister of State for Mining Randy Hawes revealed $322-million
was spent on mineral exploration last year. This represents the third-highest total in the province’s history and
a 109% increase on the $154-million spent in 2009.

By way of comparison, in 1999 mining exploration expenditures were only $25 million.

In addition to exploration spending, the mining industry invested more than $1 billion last year expanding
existing operations and developing new mines in B.C. Exploration and mine development investments are
both key indicators of mining’s future.

Along with the construction and mine development underway at Copper Mountain, New Afton and Mt.
Milligan mines in 2010, there were also major mine expansions at Endako, Gibraltar, Highland Valley Copper
and Wolverine mines.

Mmmg in BC by the numbers

Mining in B.C. is a $6-billion industry, as estimated for 2010.

*  Mineral exploration spending rose to more than $322 million in 2010, more than doubling the 2009
figure of $154 million.

* B.C. has 10 coal mines and 10 metal mines in operation.

e There are more than 50 thriving industrial minerals mines in B.C. The total number of aggregate and
industrial mineral pits and quarries is over 650.

*  There were 380 exploration projects active in the province in 2010.

* In 2010, the price of metallurgical coal rose by 70%, copper by 45%, silver by 37% and gold by 25%
from 2009.

* In 2010, more than 28,400 people were employed in the minerals economy in over 50 B.C.
communities: approximately 11,400 in mining, 2,700 in exploration and the rest in smelting, refining
and downstream mineral processing.

* The mining industry invested more than $1 billion last year expanding existing operations and
developing new mines in B.C.

 B.C. has approximately $25
billion of potential investment
in new mining projects in the
provincial Environmental
Assessment system.

e At the end of 2010, 10 mines
were in the environmental
assessment process, Six mines
had been approved and
another six were permitted and
waiting to begin production.

Another three mines are

undergoing major expansion.
The Nelson Daily

Photo by E. Mayoh
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QUINTETTE COAL MINE

After a decade-long closure, the Quintette coal mine near Tumbler Ridge may be reopening.

Vancouver-based Teck Resources has initiated a feasibility study involving geotechnical, environmental
and cost studies and is expected to be complete by mid-year. Community liaison Ray Proulx provided an
update to directors with the- Peace River Regional District on Feb. 23 on that ongoing work.

He said the company is interested in developing one of the three main areas of the Quintette property - the
"Windy" and "Window" pits in the Babcock Mountain area. He said all operations would be open-pit, with a
projected production rate of 3 to 3.5 million metric tonnes of coal per year over a 15 to 17 year lifespan, with a
total resource of 45 to 50 million metric tonnes and an associated waste of 650 million bench cubic metres. He
-said the total output is roughly 30 million metric tonnes less than what was forecast in 1982 under the original
mining plan, and the waste is 300 million bench cubic metres less than what was anticipated.

Proulx said much of the mining infrastructure has remained in place, which will reduce the project's
footprint greatly. He said a provincial Environmental Assessment is not necessary for the project, but the mine
permit amendment process will include management plans for mountain caribou, goats and grizzly bears, as
well as for aquatic resources, fish and waterfowl. He added the company will develop plans to prevent metal
leaching and acid rock drainage, as well as to ensure land reclamation can be done properly once the project
has reached the end of its lifecycle.

Proulx was asked about how the company plans to accommodate the projected 350 to 400 people who
would be directly employed in mining operations.

"As a company, our preference is to really house the workforce in the community we're operating in for a
whole variety of reasons,” he replied, “not the least of which is the social stability that is established and for
the contributions people make to a community when they .are living and working there."”

He said the company is assessing what housing options are available, but hasn't made any formal
commitment that it will house workers in town and not in camps.

Proulx is a native of Tumbler Ridge, who was formerly the district's economic development officer, said

community consultation will be an ongoing part of developing the project.
Northeast News
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BEN HEPPNER CONCERT

The Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre (KPAC) requested sponsorship from the city to help bring Ben
Heppner home for a charity concert in March that would raise funds for the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts.

As its first major fundraising event for 2011, KPAC noted that although Heppner waived his personal fee,
there are other costs that need to be covered.

In an estimated budget, the amount needed to put on the event totals nearly $14,000 for items such as
airfare (approximately $5,000 for executive class for Heppner and accompanist); a $3,000 accompanist fee,
accommodations and meals (about $1,000); promotional and ticketing costs (about $2,200); and others.

The city agreed to give $5,000 from its advertising budget towards the kick-start of the fundraising.

Mayor Mike Bernier said he hopes others in the community will step up as well.

"I'd like to put this back to the community to look for further sponsorship as well," he said. "I don't think

the city should sponsor the whole event, even though 100 per cent of the money comes back to us."”
Dawson Creek Daily News

BC MAYORS CLIMATE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Dawson Creek has accepted an invitation from the Community Energy Association (CEA) to officially
participate in the BC Mayors Climate Leadership Council.

Dawson Creek has been involved with the council for several years now, but now the city has officially
become a member.

The Community Energy Association is a collaboration of organizations supporting BC local governments
on climate action, energy efficiency and renewable energy.

The local governments that come together are from all over British Columbia and share one common
passion: climate action.

CEA's executive director Bale Johnson said it is about providing support to municipalities.

"The topics that we have discussed are, how can this group best support other locally elected officials and
how can they provide some real value to some of the other mayors, councilors and regional directors that are
trying to move things forward. That could be providing somebody for them to call when they are having
challenges," Johnson said.

Mayor Mike Bernier said it was a good opportunity for the city.

"This is great for Dawson Creek around getting recognition but it is also an opportunity for us to continue
learning more about different projects, initiatives and funding opportunities...it is great to be a part of an
organization that is really in line with the direction that the city of Dawson Creek is going," Bernier said.

Upcoming initiatives on the agenda include the launch of a multi-sector partnership that will advance low
emission and energy efficient buildings.

Another upcoming project is called Clean Energy for a Green Economy, a collaboration of green initiative
case studies from communities throughout BC

The May 2010 version of this guide profiled several exemplary Dawson Creek projects, meaning

residents here are at the forefront of some very influential and exciting green initiatives.
Astral Media
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WATER CANADA MAGAZINE RECOGNIZES RE-USE PROJECT

The city of Dawson Creek's water reuse project has garnered national recognition through Water
Canada Magazine, which launched a supplemental publication dedicated to recognizing Canadian
innovation and leadership in water and wastewater projects.

The publication, called Water's Next: Celebrating Canada's Best and Brightest in Water, honoured
Dawson Creek in the project category after a selection committee of 22 water professionals and experts from
across Canada weighed in on the nominations.

Other categories were people, business and innovation.

The joint project between the city and Shell would see the building of a water reclamation plant that
would treat effluent water for industrial and municipal uses.

Editor of Water Canada Kerry Freek said the magazine was pleased to feature such a good news story
with Canadians.

"We think there's a lot of horrible water news coming out lately, and it's nice to have the positive
reinforcement and to know that people are actually doing some really great work in Canada in management of
our water," she said.

Freek added that other cities should follow Dawson Creek's lead.

"l think it's a great project,” she exclaimed. "I think any city that's going forward and thinking about the
future in such a way should definitely be commended, and that [other] cities should definitely follow in the
lead of Dawson Creek for taking such advance steps in grey water reuse."

Mayor Mike Bernier said it was quite an honour for the city to be recognized at a national level for
moving in a positive and sustainable direction.

"When you look at this panel and they’re highlighting just a few projects all around Canada, it just shows
the importance of this project and why we need to continue on with it and hopefully get it open this year," he
said.

Bernier said other municipalities should plan ahead with similar projects and not wait until there's a
concern at hand.

"The whole concept is something that every municipality needs to look at in saying, '"How do we start
planning instead of waiting for there to be an issue in our community. How do we start planning now?"'

He noted that the Water Reclamation Plant is unique as it was made possible with a private sector
partnership.

"Most municipalities might come up with great ideas and they're not able to take them to fruition because
it just doesn’t work within their budget,” said Bernier. "This one here, if the city of Dawson Creek was going
to do it on our own, it probably wouldn't happen."

He said more and more municipalities are starting to reach out to the private sector in order to complete
important projects.

"It doesn't always necessarily have to be other levels of government or grants, it can be looking at saying,
'Who else can benefit with this, and should we partner with them?' " Bernier said.

"There are a lot of people who look at projects like this and say, "You shouldn't be partnering with big
business." But when you start looking at it on a national level, it's definitely the direction to go, so this
recognition just highlights the fact that we're on the right track."”

To read about Dawson Creek in the Water’s Next article online, check out www.watersnext.ca under
‘projects.’

Dawson Creek Daily News
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LAKOTA OPERATING AGREEMENT RENEWED

City council approved the renewal of the operating agreement between the Stables and Arena Association
and the city for one more year.

The two entities first entered into the agreement in 2008 for one year with the option for the city to renew
the agreement on the same terms for a maximum four times.

There are 29 requirements and obligations in the agreement, which the association is responsible for.
Global Spectrum Management and the city's building maintenance manager monitor compliance of the
requirements.

One of the 29 compliances has yet to be complete. The association will need to provide the city with its
emergency and evacuation procedures.

It was noted that since 2008, the city has received few complaints from the facility's users, and that any

issues that were brought up were dealt with right away.
Dawson Creek Daily News

FEBRUARY 2011

GRAD CEREMONIES TO BE AT ENCANA EVENTS CENTRE

City council agreed to waive facility rental fees that would allow South Peace Secondary School (SPSS)
to hold its graduation ceremonies and celebra-tions at the EnCana Events Centre (EEC) this spring.

Historically, SPSS grad activities * have been held at the Memorial-and Kin Arenas. However; the
facilities are fast becoming too small to accommodate grads and their guests for the ceremony, prom and grad
fest.

In a letter to council, SPSS Principal Keith Maurer asked that council waive all rental fees listed in
Section 7.4 of the city's management agreement with Global Spectrum that allows the city to waive EEC rental
fees twice a year for a non-profit event.

Normally the school pays between $4,000 and $6,000 for use of the arenas. To rent the events centre
would cost about $6,000. By waiving the rental fee, valued at approximately $2,000, SPSS would be paying
about the same amount for the events centre as it would for the arenas. The waiver does not include expenses

for staffing, power, gas and other costs associated with running the facility.
Dawson Creek Daily News

ELECTRIC CROSSWALK SIGN

The new pedestrian activated crosswalk on 8 Street near Subway should be getting the power needed to
operate the lights soon. Mayor Mike Bernier said the wiring for the lights has been completed, but when
subzero temperatures graced the region the work was halted,

"The Ministry [of Transportation] does all the work, but BC Hydro has to do the final connections," he
said.

The new crosswalk near Safeway will have signage only; it will not have lights installed.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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2011 COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

New Chamber Manager Tara Morgan officially launched the 2011 Community Magazine at a city council
meeting.

The updated publication features new content that highlights the latest community elements including the
new climbing wall.

"[We're] making sure we're showcasing Dawson Creek properly when this goes out to everyone who's
looking for it," said Oestreich. "[There are] a lot of new pictures and a lot of different individual businesses
and community groups recognized."

The pair also took the time to update council on upcoming chamber events.

"It's a busy year again,” Oestreich said. "We're doing a few repeat events - the events that have been our
standards and our main fundraisers throughout the year, just so we're not relying so heavily on memberships
dues."

Morgan reminded council that the annual Civic Awards are right around the corner.

There are now a total of nine categories for the awards that recognizes people and businesses that help

better the city.
Dawson Creek Daily News

SNOWFALL CLEARING

The impact of last month's record snowfall on the city's budget was outlined in a report from Director of
Infrastructure and Sustainable Development Kevin Henderson at a Committee of the Whole meeting.

"When we put all the numbers together it was a significant event,” said Henderson. "It chipped away at
probably 20 per cent of our budget if not more of what we had proposed for this year."

On Jan. 15 and through to Jan. 16, about 40 cm of snow blanketed the city, costing an estimated $230,000
to remove from streets and lots.

During a two-week period, about $130,000 was spent on hired equipment, and about $100,000 was spent
on the city's equipment and labour costs.

From Jan. 15 to 31, graders logged 412 hours, loaders 305 hours, and sand trucks 167 hours.

"We had difficulty getting private equipment to respond because they had other things on their plate,"
noted Chief Administrative Office Jim Chute. "Even so, for the event, we spent more on hired equipment than
we did on our own forces.”

Chute pointed out that most of the hired-out costs went to the dump trucks that hauled downtown snow
away, which the city would have spent money on anyway.

“It was a multi-pronged response,” he said. “It was expensive... we spent what we needed to spend to get
to as close to our policy as we could.”

Chute went on to point out that the public works department clocked a significant amount of hours.

“It was a little less that a two-week event,” he began. “Over that period of time we utilized 1,563 man-
hours, and we only have 10 employees, so they averaged 156 hours over two weeks. A regular workweek is
40. They basically doubled their normal work life.

"Double shifts on graders, loaders, plow trucks, and sand trucks continued when possible until Jan. 26
when all of the streets in the City had been cleared," stated the report.

As a result of the massive snowfall, public works continues to widen streets and deal with the regular
maintenance and drainage issues.

"To date, all of the city's 453 hydrants have been cleaned out and sanding remains the priority with the

current freeze/thaw conditions," the report said.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Dawson Creek city council adopted its strategic priorities for 2011 on Jan. 24.

The main objective of that document is to provide direction to the various departments and staff on what
council's direction is in the new year, said Mayor Mike Bernier.

"Everybody has different ideas on setting the direction for the city, so we sit down as a council and we
talk about all those different issues,” he said. "It's a really great process because you find out very quickly
there are a lot of common themes that come forward."

The first priority identified this year was assessing water security in the city. Bernier said that
encompasses many factors including infrastructure requirements, pending changes to provincial water
regulations, the city's water reclamation project with Shell, and the ongoing research into the sensitivities of
the Kiskatinaw watershed.

"It's to make sure we have a secure water source, and to look at what plans we have to put into place to
ensure it stays that way as we look maybe 10,15 years ahead," said the Mayor, adding it's also about better
communication with the public as to what is feasible in securing the future water supply.

Brenda Ginter, director of corporate administration, said her department has been putting together an
inventory over the last year of all the economic development the city does, from large functions such as
Tourism Dawson Creek, right down to the number of Mile Zero pins in stock. She said that also includes
assessing the most effective ways of communicating with the pubic, based on feedback her department will
collect. She said the goal is to provide council with an inventory analysis and some options on how to move
forward with economic development in the city.

The administration has been directed to develop terms of reference for sustainability plans regarding the
municipal library and airport. Bernier said those are forward-looking plans to assess the needs of those two
critical services based on future use and the age of those buildings.

Director Barry Reynard and his staff will be developing an organizational plan for the newly-created
community services department, which will encompass parks and recreation and consolidate some functions
of human resources and sustainability. His department was also tasked with developing a rationale for a sports
field user fee, and a review of the aquatic centre.

Chief Financial Officer Shelly Woolf and her department will continue work on a debt management
policy to present to council in May. Woolf said that policy won't seek to put limits on municipal borrowing -
which provincial legislation already does - but to offer guidelines based on historical and current data,
benchmarks for the future and comparisons to other communities.

Her department will also seek to consolidate several policies regarding procurement into a comprehensive
purchasing policy, and develop a business plan for the anchor tenant - the Dawson Creek Rage - at the EnCana
Events Centre. The City of Dawson Creek committed to provide $675,000 over three years to help with the
hockey team's startup costs.

Finally, Director Kevin Henderson and the department of infrastructure and development will focus on
implementing policies outlined in the Official Community Plan that was amended last year. Namely, they will
be updating zoning bylaws to reflect those policies, such as allowing for secondary suites in homes and bonus
density in multi-family residential units to address the need for more affordable housing.

The department will seek to develop a comprehensive transportation plan for the city, which Henderson
said will incorporate walkability, public transit, traffic management and other factors. He said having a plan
will hopefully address some of the public's concerns around traffic congestion and safety, while allowing
council to avoid making ad hoc decisions.

His department will also submit to council a development cost charges bylaw, which would charge
developers based on each lot in a new subdivision so the city could recoup the cost of infrastructure for those
developments. Henderson said those charges will be based on engineering studies, population trends, and will

be tied to specific projects.
Northeast News
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CiTY DONATES BUS PASSES FOR YOUTH

The city donated 60 bus passes and 50 bus tickets to the Reconnect Youth Services that put in the request
for youth who are unable to access public transportation to get to school, work or recreational activities.

The request for bus passes came as a need to lift the barrier to public transportation so deserving youth
could be more involved in the community.

As part of the South Peace Community Resources Society (SPCRS), Reconnect created the Get a Lift
program for youth who are regularly attending school and/or are gainfully employed, and are unable to access
reliable transportation on their own

Reconnect asked for 10 passes per month until the end of June 2011, and 50 tickets for the remainder of
the year for those who may need an occasional ticket in order to get to an appointment or to get home safe on a
cold day.

Get a Lift examines each youth's needs on a case-by-case basis to determine their eligibility.

The value of the passes and tickets is $1,267.50, which will come out of the city's grant budget.
Dawson Creek Daily News

MARCH 2011

MLA LEKSTROM

Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom has been welcomed back into the B.C. Liberal caucus by new
Premier-designate Christy Clark. Lekstrom attended Clark's first caucus meeting on Mar. 2 after she won the
leadership vote on Feb. 26.

The formerly independent MLA resigned his position as energy minister from the Liberal caucus last June
due to public outrage over the government's implementation of the harmonized sales tax (HST) without
consultation.

He added he believes his decision to rejoin the Liberal government is in the best interest of his
constituents.

"I think it's fair to say you can affect change far greater from the inside than you can from the outside," he

said.
Northeast News

SATELLITE INTERNET EXPANDS

Rural residents in the areas sur-rounding Dawson Creek will now be able to connect to high speed
Internet - up to 125 times faster than dial-up.

Xplornet has expanded its scope with the help of a newly installed tower that is able to deliver
broadband via fixed wireless service.

The service, previously unavailable, now reaches as far north as Doe River, south beyond Pouce Coupe,
west to the Bessborough area, and as far east as Bonanza.

Bill Robertson, General Manager Western Canada, said the addition of a second tower was due to the
density of people in the area. It was installed at the beginning of the year.

The second tower has a licensed spectrum, which allows only Xplorenet to access.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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ROAD SAFETY ISSUES

Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom is calling on the Ministry of Transportation to take steps to
improve safety on the roads in the South Peace region.

Earlier this year, Lekstrom wrote a letter to Minister Shirley Bond suggesting areas where road
maintenance could be enhanced, and requested the contract the ministry has with Caribou Road Services be
opened up so changes can be made. In a recent interview, he explained his letter is a culmination of a lot of
different concerns expressed by residents in this region.

"The contract we entered into is seven years old, and | think a lot has changed in the Peace country in the
last seven years the amount of traffic and the type of heavy traffic we have. | think it's time we look at that
contract and open it up."

Lekstrom noted in his letter the number of graders used by the contractor currently is less than the number
used by the previous contractor, which has "created challenges for our rural roads. He also called for the
elimination of the use of liquid calcium on the region's roads in the winter.

The MLA has requested the region's major highways - Highways 2, 49, 97 North and South, 52 and 29 -
should be reclassified as Class A from Class B given the amount of traffic in the region. He said that
designation would ensure more and faster maintenance in the winter.

In the summer, Lekstrom would like to see new and improved protocols for dust suppression. He said that
could include expanding where dust suppression is done, which is currently based on how far off a road a
house is located, and by the distance from each side of a driveway.

The MLA said he is not specifically requesting any capital investments into the region's roads,
acknowledging that significant investments have been made in recent years, but he continues to support
twinning Highway 2 from the Alberta border to Dawson Creek and Highway 97N from Dawson Creek to Fort
St. John.

He said he has already been in contact with the ministry on these issues and expects to meet very soon

with the minister to see what can be done.
Northeast News

WORLD WATER DAY

Concerns about drought and consumption from oil and gas activity have put water at the forefront of the
people's minds in and around Dawson Creek, so it was fitting that in conjunction with World Water Day on
March 22 an open house and public information session was held on the subject.

Dawson Creek city council made water sustainability its top priority this year, and is engaged in a number
of projects to that end. The city has partnered with Shell on an effluent water reuse project, and approved
changes to water and sewer rates this year to better reflect costs and consumption.

Another aspect of sustainability is better understanding what conditions influence the city's sole source of
water, and to that end the City of Dawson Creek has partnered with researchers at the University of Northern
British Columbia (UNBC), with funding provided by industry partners, for the Kiskatinaw Watershed Project.
Reg Whitten, the city's watershed steward, explained the project began last fall and will continue over an 18-
month period, pulling together data on water flows, turbidity and land uses in the Kiskatinaw watershed, an
area encompassing 2,800 square kilometres, to come- up with a model on what the watershed mighl look like
in the future.

"It allows us to get a better understanding at a more detailed level, and we tie that in with water quality
testing," said Whitten. "If we want to know more about turbidity and those kind of things, we can actually zero
in on those issues."

(Continued on page 29)
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WORLD WATER DAY

(Continued from page 28)

Some modeling of the Kiskatinaw watershed was already done by The Forest Practices Board, which
looked at the cumulative effects of human activity projected over a 10-year period from 2007 to 2017. Marvin
Eng, special projects manager for the independent industry watchdog, said the assessment looked at two issues
related to that activity -disturbance to the land around watercourses and the impact on water flows.

He said current disturbance from the forestry and oil and gas industries, not including roads and pipelines,
combined

is nearly 1,500 hectares per year, or about 15 per cent of the total area. He said that means the risk of
flooding due to land disturbance measured in equivalent clear cut area (ECA) is relatively low in most areas of
the watershed, except in specific areas where activity is more concentrated and the land is steeper.

"ECA alone doesn't tell the whole story, however," Eng cautioned. “There are lots of other things that go
on out there besides just cutting down the trees that affect natural drainage patterns and water quality.”

In regards to water flow, he said in an average year the lowest the flow rate will get on the Kiskatinaw
Riveris 0.9 cubic metres per second, which is nearly 10 times more than the city and the oil and gas industry
consume combined. However, he said because the Kiskatinaw's flow is widely variable from year to year, in
the worst-case scenario, assuming the flow rate at its lowest point and consumption by industry at its highest,
consumption could overtake the overall water flow rate.

Eng said that projection was based on a few different scenarios because the exact use by industry in the
watershed couldn't be determined. He added there are other mitigating factors, namely that industry does not
withdraw water year round, and the Oil and Gas Commission can suspend those withdrawals should the flow
rate become too low.

Alan Chapman, hydrologist for the

OGC, provided some clarification, stating
a typical gas well drilled using hydraulic
fracturing in the Dawson Creek area uses
between 8,000 to 10,000 cubic metres of
water to complete, much less the 20,000
cubic metres assumed by the Forest
Practices Board in their "high" scenario.
He added 10 to 20 per cent of that water is
reused during the “tracking” process.
Complementing the Kiskatinaw Watershed
Project is a broader study looking at water
sources within the Montney Shale
formation, a huge area that stretches from
the Alta. border south of Dawson to north
of Fort St. John in the Pink Mountain area.
Lyn Anglin, president and CEO of
Geoscience BC, said her organization was
approached by natural gas producers in the
Montney field to initiate a project similar
to one that was completed in the Horn
River Basin recently.

"What we're trying to do is provide a digital database that's publically accessible of the regional water
sources - surface, near-surface and deep subsurface - so that we can have a water inventory" said Anglin.

Preliminary results from the study will be released in the short-term with a full report due in fall.
Northeast News
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BIKE SAFETY

Cpl. James Rutledge updated city council on RCMP activities at the Committee of the Whole meeting
Monday, Mar. 21. Among the highlights was a new incentive through the bike patrol to encourage bike and
board safety.

"We've taken a different approach this year," Rutledge began. "We've approached local businesses and
we're hoping to gain some small sponsorship from them in terms of reward cards."

The reward cards would act as motivation for kids to follow the rules of the road.

"[The] bike patrol team would hand them out as positive rewards, interacting with kids that are
complying with bike regulations and safety,” Rutledge explained, adding that many local businesses have
already stepped up to the plate with sponsorships.

Having worked on a similar program when stationed in Fort Nelson, Rutledge said he has seen first
hand the success of the idea.

Those not obeying safety regulations will face a penalty at the discretion of the police officer handling
the situation.

Rudedge said it is up to the individual officer as to how to proceed.

He noted some strategies used in the past where a child was not wearing a helmet include a cancellation
of a ticket if proof of a helmet purchase can be shown.

"It's just another way to enforce good behavior versus negligent behavior,” he said.
Dawson Creek Daily News

WATER RECLAMATION PROJECT

Greg Dobrowolski, the city's Manager of Special Projects, gave city council a long awaited update on the
partnership with Shell to build a water reclamation plant.

He explained that until recently the city didn't have a signed contract with Shell. Now that it's been signed
the project is going ahead as planned.

"[The contract] is essentially the same as what was approved by council back in October, the only thing
that we're working on is the details," Dobrowolski said.

The project will be split into three separate tenders.

The first tender for site work and construction of the Submerged Attached Growth Reactor (SAGR)
opened Mar. 1 and will close Mar. 25.

SAGR is a giant gravel filter that sewage gets pumped through, Dobrowolski clarified.

"Inside that filter is a microbial community that breaks down the sewage and eliminates the ammonia and
nitrogens,” he said. "We will have three of these filters."”

The filters will clean up the sewage before it actually gets to the reclaimed water plant, where another
filter and a flocculated core will turn the water into an unrestricted public use standard. The water will then be
directed to a pump house that will take it through the water pipeline.

A groundbreaking event has been tentative scheduled for Apr. 27 pending confirmation with Shell.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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CALVIN KRUK CONSTRUCTION & COSTS

Dawson Creek city council awarded a contract for construction of the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts on
Mar. 16.

Council selected Chilliwack-based Preview Builders International for nearly $8.9 million, the lowest of
six bids received.

Greg Dobrowolski, special projects manager for the city, said the difference between the lowest and
highest bids received was only 12 per cent, which indicates the lowest bidder is not underestimating the cost of
the project. He added the company actually has some alternate rates for items such as theatre seating and floor
finishing that could reduce the cost even more.

The company expects to take 36 weeks to finish the project, which was the shortest timeline of the six
bids received, and put completion within the calendar year.

He added the company has an impressive portfolio and experience working with the reporting
requirements of government.

"They have lots of experience, they've worked in the North, they've worked with government, they have
LEED-accredited (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) professionals on board, so they look very
good. We checked with some of the architects they've worked with and received good word from that as well,

so we're very confident going forward with them."
Northeast News

City Project Manager Greg Dobrowolski gave a brief rundown of the budget numbers for the Calvin
Kruk Centre for the Arts at the Monday, Mar. 21 council meeting.

Regarding the amount of HST that will be paid on the $8.8 million construction tender, Dobrowolski
pointed out that not all of it would be paid by the city.

He said the bid shows just over $1 million in HST, but that most of it would be rebated.

"We pay 1.75 per cent," he explained. "That adds up to a significant amount - $155,000 - and overall for
the project we're forecasting a total of around $225,000 in non-rebateable HST."

He went on to say that there can be some confusion as to what the total amount of spending for the arts
centre will be, so he broke down the budget into what has been spent already and what is forecasted in the
coming months.

Project management is expected to cost $325,000, architects, engineers, and other consultants,
$1,122,000.

The city has spent $38,500 on quantity surveyors, $202,000 on interior demolition, and almost $73,000
on asbestos removal.

Once the building is complete, $74,000 will be spent on commissioning the building.

The city carries a cash allowance of $260,000 for furniture, fixtures and equipment, which includes
theatre furnishings.

Building, plumbing, electrical permits and other miscellaneous "soft costs" are unknown at this time.

Dobrowolski also reviewed the funds that have been collected to help pay for the project.

He first noted the provincial and federal commitments of almost $6.4 million from the Build Canada
Fund.

In addition, $651,500 in private donations has been raised along with KPAC funding, adding to about
$240,000.

"The city is committed to a maximum of $6,949,058," said Dobrowolski. "[But] that doesn't mean we're
going to spend it all.”

A kick-off construction meeting is set for Friday, Mar. 25 where all architects, project managers,

builders will be in attendance.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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ENCANA EVENTS CENTRE UP FOR AWARD

The EnCana Events Centre (EEC) has earned its second nomination for a Canadian Music and Broadcast
Industry Award in the category for major facility of the year under 8,000 seats.

EEC General Manager Ryan Maclvor said the Events Centre has all the ingredients that make it an award-
worthy facility.

"You need a great city, great fans, and you need great staff, and | think if we didn't have any of that we
wouldn't be nominated."

Last year, the EEC saw wide range of events including Three Days Grace, Cirque Sublime, the Olympic
Torch Relay, Billy Talent, Merle Haggard, Headley, the 19 Draws of Curling, the Spring Break Up Party, The
Offspring, Sesame Street Live, Bryan Adams, Stompin' Tom Connors, the Led Zeppelin Experience,
Professional Bullriding, Great Big Sea, Reba McEntire, Kenny Rodgers and Terri Clark.

Other nominees in the category are Brandt Centre, Regina; CN Centre Prince George; Enmax Centre
Lethbridge; Essar Centre, Sault Ste Marie; GM Centre, Oshawa; K-Rock Centre, Kingston; Prospera Place
Kelowna; Save-On Foods Memorial Centre, Victoria.

Dawson Creek Daily News

RECYCLING VOLUMES

Dale Campbell of DC Campbell Recycling presented a brief look at 2010°s recycling volumes to city
council.

The recycling depot is part of Encorp Pacific, a federal non-profit, and product stewardship corporation.

Campbell began by giving kudos to the citizens of Dawson Creek for a job well done.

There were 292 semi trailer loads of recycling shipped out of Dawson Creek last year, Campbell said,

"If you consider a five-day transportation working week, that's more than one semi trailer a day, so
there's a phenomenal amount.”

He broke down the trailer loads by the type of material they hauled away.

"[There were) 174 trailers with the Encorp material, so the bottles, the computers; 76 trailers of
recycling cardboard, paper; 30 trailers of beer bottles; 10 trailers of non-ferrous metals; and two trailers of
the empty or unused paint products.”

Campbell said the recycling totaled 1.5 million kilograms of material collected in Dawson Creek, as
well as 194,000 kgs of non-ferrous metals that were shipped out.

Last year, 44,000 kgs of electronics were recycled, he said.

Electronics have only been accepted in the last two years.

Campbell noted that although Encorp reported for the first time in 16 years that sales of non-alcoholic
beverage containers in the province went down seven per cent overall, Dawson Creek's collection of the
same containers rose just over two per cent.

He also announced a new recycling program beginning in April.

"Apr. 1 we'll be taking small appliances - toasters, hair driers, items like that - all under another
stewardship program,” he said.

Dawson Creek Daily News



SoUTH PEACE SPCA

The South Peace SPCA is offering to
register cats as a public service.

Cats can be either microchipped or
tattooed.

Last year, the animal shelter had nearly
273 cats come in. Out of those, only five went
back to their original homes.

Comparably, 255 dogs came in and 148
made it back home. Manager Wendy Davies
attributed the success with dogs to Dawson

Creek’s licensing laws.
Alaska Highway News
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IMAGINE GRANTS

Northern Health has awarded its 2011 IMAGINE
Grants to communities across the region.

Northern Health's Healthy Eating, Active Living
(HEAL) program; Heal for Your Heart; Injury
Prevention; Roadhealth, and Healthy Minds, Healthy
Youth handed out a total of $120,000 in grants to
provide financial support to community organizations
that offer fresh initiatives that help improve the health
and well being of British Columbians.

Three organizations in Dawson Creek received
grants. The Dawson Creek Literacy Society for its
Health Matters program; the South Peace Community
Resources Society for Good Grub, and the South Peace
Community Arts Council for its 2011 Circus North
Workshop.

Other communities that also received grants include
Chetwynd's The Sukunka Group for the Moberly
Lakeside Chefs; the Tumbler Ridge Community Garden
and Composting Society for its Community Garden
Gazebo, and also in Tumbler Ridge, the Mayor's Task
Force on Seniors' Needs for its Blood Pressure

Awareness and Education.
Dawson Creek Daily News



-34 -

FEBRUARY 2011

RESEARCH ON SUPPORTIVE CARE

Northern B.C. residents will benefit from new research that is focused on enhancing supportive care and
access to services for cancer survivors across the region. The BC Cancer Agency is partnering with Northern
Health and the University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) in a two-year study funded by the Public
Health Agency of Canada.

The research project is divided into two phases. The first phase (year 1) will assess unmet care needs of
Northern survivors through interviews with health care professionals and focus groups with survivors to be
held in Dawson Creek, Smithers, Terrace, and Vanderhoof. Two First Nations communities, Takla Landing
and Tsay Keh village, will also be visited.

Phase Two (year 2) will pilot test a survivorship care plan and determine the most appropriate ways to
best provide survivors in rural and remote locations both medical and practical support after active treatment is
complete.

"As the number of cancer survivors in the North increases, due to advances in screening and treatment,
their care needs after treatment will be an important part of the cancer service continuum," said Dr. Amanda
Ward, research scientist in cancer rehabilitation at the BC Cancer Agency, an agency of the Provincial Health
Services Authority.

"The survivorship care plan will address
the distinctive needs of Northern survivors,
including follow-up strategies for monitoring
the potential side effects of cancer and its
treatment, and provision of information about
supportive care resources and services in the
North."

In 2009, approximately 1,100 patients

received treatment through ten community
cancer clinics located across the North, located
in Dawson Creek, Fort St. John, Kitimat,
Prince George, Prince Rupert, Queen
Charlotte, Quesnel, Smithers, Terrace and
Vanderhoof. As of 2011, an estimated 10,500
cancer survivors are living in Northern B.C.

The Public Health Agency of Canada
(PHAC) is funding the study through a
$213,054 grant.

Principal Investigators for the project are
Dr. Amanda Ward with the Cancer
Rehabilitation and Sociobehaviourial Research
Centre at the BC Cancer Agency, and Dr.

Robert Olson, assistant professor with the
Northern Medical Program and the first
radiation oncologist hired for the new BC

Cancer Agency Centre for the North.
Northeast News
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HOSPITAL FUNDRAISER

Shuffle up and deal - the first big fundraiser of the year for the Dawson Creek and District Hospital
Foundation takes place on Mar. 26 as Chances Gaming Centre hosts its second annual Cabin Fever Poker
Tournament.

Up to 100 people can buy in to the tournament for $100. Players will be staked $4,000 worth of chips in
the no-limit Texas Hold'em tournament where the ante and blinds will go up after the first 20 minutes and
every 15 minutes after that.

First prize is $1,000, and the winner will also have their name engraved on a special plaque/trophy.
Second and third place finishers also receive cash prizes. All proceeds beyond the cash prizes go to the
Hospital Foundation for its "Extreme Maternity Makeover" campaign.

It's the third year Chances has fundraised for the hospital — the gaming centre also host a fundraising
dinner in November and has an ongoing coin drive leading up to the “Have a Heart” Radiothon in April.

Jerimy Earl, communications and events coordinator for the Hospital Foundation, added there was a great

response last year, with about 88 players participating, and they look to build on that success.
Northeast News

CHILDCARE FUNDING

Approximately 900 licensed child-care providers
across B.C., 10 of which in the Peace River area, will
receive some bonus funding from the Child Care
Operating Funding Program.
The Ministry of Children and Family Development
has allocated $1 million in one-time funding for licensed
group child-care under the program.
The funding is to assist childcare providers during
the transition period associated with implementation of
full-day kindergarten, which the ministry anticipates
may impact child-care facil-ities and reduce their
enrolment.
Full-day kindergarten is starting in September 2011.
Providers can use this funding to purchase items
that enhance developmental opportunities for young
learners.
The following facilities are part of the groups
receiving funding in the South Peace:
* Kiwanis Arts Centre Society in Dawson Creek
e Campus Kids Day Care Society in Dawson
Creek

e  Chetwynd Child Care Society in Chetwynd

* Tumbler Ridge Children's Centre Society in
Tumbler Ridge

Dawson Creek Daily News
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EVENTING CLINIC

Young riders practiced their eventing skills under guidance from 2008 Canadian Olympic rider Sandra
Donnelly at the Lakota Events Centre.

"Sandra is an amazing coach," commented 16-year-old Kelli McLeod after the three-day eventing clinic
finished. "All of her courses and exercises are really technical, so it pays off. She puts us in a position where if
we were to go to a show or competition it would be exactly the same."

The clinic was based around people who were interested in jumping or competing at an equestrian
triathlon event, which includes dressage, jumping and cross-country. For the first two days, students worked

on basic skills and did drill work. On the last day, they put that training into practice.
Alaska Highway News

FEBRUARY 2011

CLIMBING WALL OPENS

South Peace residents are reaching new heights as they ascend the recently opened climbing wall at the
Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre.

"It is another thing that people can come in and use and enjoy. There are climbing walls in Grande Prairie
and Chetwynd and there are a few other climbing walls in the area, and they are now starting clubs. What
Rotary likes to do are things that help the community, and we help build communities," said Al Mottishaw,
past president of the Dawson Creek Rotary Club, one of the contributing groups.

There are three parts to the climbing facility. A freestanding 14-foot boulder has a number of different
climbing areas on it. There's also a 14-foot high cave with an overhang. But the main vertical (46 feet high and
20 feet wide) climbing wall that towers over the lobby of the aquatic centre is what grabs most people's
attention.

The aquatic centre offers beginner lessons for those 16 and older, tryout sessions for those six and older
and drop-in sessions for experienced climbers 16 and older who have taken classes.

The project cost just over $180,000; a little bit less than the $200,000 the city had projected.

The South Peace Oilmen, Sunrise Rotary Club and Dawson Creek Rotary Club each contributed $50,000.
Contributions from the Kinsmen Club, Energy Conference Legacy Fund and Northern B.C. Winter Games
Legacy Fund made up the rest of the funding.

The city provided mostly in-kind services, with the aim of making the climbing wall's operating budget
revenue neutral.

"Our contribution involved training the staff and putting together budgets and programs to make it
affordable for families and individuals to come and climb,” said Parks & Rec Department director Barry
Reynard.

Volunteers have come forward to learn how to belay. Once certified, they are able to trade off the cost of

the hours they put in belaying on the wall for the hours they spend climbing on it.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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BOMBPROOFING YOUR HORSE CLINIC

Local riders put their steeds through an obstacle course of hazards in a Bombproofing clinic held at the
Lakota Centre.

"We're trying to teach riders how to desensitize their horses to scary things and how to help them help the
horse deal with things," explained instructor Kathleen Winfield. "We try to expose them to sound, different
feels and different textures."

Some obstacles forced the horses to travel over mattresses, water, pop bottles, tires and through hanging
strips.

Winfield said this training is crucial for any horse owner.

The clinic had two goals: to develop a safe horse that won't spook at things and to help humans and horses
establish a relationship of trust.

Many riders had feared whether or not their horses would cross the section of plastic bottles. Surprisingly,
that proved to be the easiest task for horses on the weekend.

What proved toughest might seem odd as well: crossing a small pond of water.

Winfield said riders showed a lot of improvement over the weekend. Particularly, she was impressed with
the younger participants.

"We had four groups of four, 16 participants, and five of the participants were seven years or younger,"
explained Winfield. "Most of the young people had ponies, and they actually were the stars of the clinic. They
took those ponies through everything. It was great to see the confidence those youngsters had with their

horses, and they showed up some of the adults.”
Dawson Creek Daily News
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CANADA’S WORST DRIVER

Are you a self-admitted bad driver? Perhaps you know
somebody who is. If so, you or someone you know could be
cast on the seventh season of Canada's Worst Driver.

Producers of the infamous Discovery Channel show are
coming to Dawson Creek in April to meet nominees for its
driver rehab show.

Only eight Canadians will be chosen to fly to Ontario
to try and improve their road skills such as merging, parallel
parking and reversing at the show's Driver's Rehabilitation
Centre.

Aiming to improve city streets one bad driver at a time,
each episode tests the students' abilities through a series of
in-car challenges. At the end of the episode one person is
selected to "graduate" and return home with their enhanced

skills and newfound confidence.
Dawson Creek Daily News

KING OF THE CAGE

Global Spectrum, operators of the EnCana Events Centre welcome Savy Productions and King of the
Cage “Mile Zero” to Dawson Creek, BC.

King of the Cage “Mile Zero” welcomes UFC Champion and Hall of Famer Dan "The Beast" Severn and
will also feature KOTC Welterweight Champion Garett Davis and Canadian Flyweight Champion Clayton
Sheen as well as local fighters.

This is the first time KING OF THE CAGE will be in Dawson Creek.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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SIENNA DAHLEN RETURNS HOME

Sienna Dahlen will once again grace the stage in her hometown.
The songstress returns to Dawson Creek with a jazz performance at
KPAC.

She attributes her attraction to jazz to her humble beginnings in the
Kiwanis Community Band playing alto saxophone, and then singing in
the local jazz choir.

Dahlen received her jazz diploma at Malaspina College, and went
on to get her Bachelor degree in Jazz Performance at McGill University
in Montreal. After a 10-year hiatus from academics, Dahlen attended the University of Toronto to obtain her
Masters in Jazz Performance.

Since then, Dahlen has reached out to the European music community and has been well received.

"The switch to start playing in Europe happened because | did a international jazz and creative music
workshop in Banff, Alberta at the Banff Centre and there | met some European musicians,” began Dahlen. "I
had always thought 'Wouldn't it be neat to bring my music to Europe too?' but to do that without knowing
anyone or having any connections there is really daunting."

Luckily for Dahlen her new friends jumped on board to start a new group, and soon they were playing the
European jazz circuit.

A trip to France landed Dahlen another project with a former McGill schoolmate who lived in Paris and
invited Dahlen to collaborate with him. He sent her some instrumental pieces to add lyrics to, and the pair is
currently working on their second album.

Dawson Creek Daily News

PATRICIA HOY PERFORMS

Critically acclaimed pianist Patricia Hoy will appear at St. Mark's Anglican
Church in a sanctuary concert.

As a soloist and chamber musician, Hoy is also a member of the faculty of
music at the University of British Columbia, and at the Young Artists Experience
at UBC, as well as a faculty pianist and program coordinator at the Banff Centre
for the Performing Arts.

In 2008, Hoy was appointed Artistic Director of the Coral Wind Chamber
Music Festival in Ucluelet, B.C. with a mandate to program great works that
underscore the unique link between music and nature.

Bringing her artistry and unique interpretive perspectives to Dawson Creek,
Hoy will likely leave her audience in awe, said St. Mark's Rector Gregory Gilson.

"Dawson Creek will be truly blessed by Patricia Hoy making time in her
schedule to visit us in the north,” he said.

Hoy said she is looking forward to her upcoming visit.

"1 have heard a great deal about the beauty of the Peace and have a beautiful
coffee table book that was given to me. | look forward to seeing the Peace firsthand," she said. "I have also
heard that many in your community enjoy great music and as one of your native sons (Ben Heppner) has
demonstrated, you also grow great talent."”

Hoy was also excited to learn that she would be performing on St. Mark’s newly acquired Petrof Grand
Piano.

Alaska Highway News
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ARTISTS ESTABLISH FEDERATION CHAPTER

The newly formed Peace River Chapter of the Federation of Canadian Artists (PRFCA) presented to city
council last week to inform it of the chapter's first show called New Beginnings opening May 14 at the
Dawson Creek Art Gallery.

The task to establish a local chapter was undertaken last spring, where artists have to be individually
juried into the federation.

The mission was successful and the Peace River Chapter started up with 34 members residing in an area
that includes Beaverlodge, Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, Fort St John, Grande Prairie, Tumbler Ridge and

surrounding communities.
Dawson Creek Daily News

BEN HEPPNER PERFORMS

Despite an oncoming head cold, Ben Heppner performed to a nearly full
house at Dawson Creek's Unchagah Hall where old and young alike came for a
once in a lifetime show to see one of Dawson Creek's own sing at the place where
his voice took flight.

Singing in a variety of languages from Russian to Norwegian, Heppner
performed pieces from a range of operas including works from Tchaikovsky,
Sibelius and Greig, in addition to parlor songs and folk songs from the British
Isles.

The famous tenor spoke with media the morning of the con-cert about
coming home to help raise money for the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts.

Reflecting on his journey to the opera, Heppner wasn't one to brag about his
successes, but there is one memorable moment that stands out among many.

"The one | let myself embrace and enjoy more than any other, was my most recent one, was in September,
I was appointed as Companion of the Order of Canada. That doesn't happen to too many people,” he said.

"That's the only time where I said 'I'm really enjoying this, and I'm going to take it as one of the big, high
points in my life."

He finished by offering this message to those who aspire to the arts:

"If you saw me hobble up the stairs - my knee's been giving me trouble - you can still sing when you've
got a bad knee," he laughed.

"Not everybody has an athletic gift, and quite frankly it's a pretty small amount of people who can
actually make a decent living as an athlete in whatever way.

"I think for many of us, the natural working of singing and arts whether it be paining, visual or musical...
It's a way to express yourself."

The Ben Heppner concert was a success raising more than $40,000 for the Calvin Kruk Centre for the
Arts (CKCA), according to KPAC General Manger Terri Hanen.

Not including the concert earnings, KPAC had raised close to $200,000 toward the centre, and by the end
of the fiscal year that amount will likely reach a quarter million dollars, Hanen said.

The CKCA is expected to be complete December 2011 - right in the middle of KPAC's eight-month term

- but the timeline isn't likely to stop user groups from moving into the new digs as soon as possible.
Dawson Creek Daily News



