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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled 
with information and statistical data.  
Although every effort was made in good faith 
to ensure the accuracy of information 
contained herein, Dawson Creek Catholic 
Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, 
incomplete or misleading information or its 
improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-
784-3600. 
 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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LABOUR FORCE  

Employment 

In December 2011 the unemployment rate in BC is 6.4% and 4.7% in Alberta.  

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 *— *— 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 *— *— 
2006 *— *— *— *— *— 4.4 *— *— 4.2 5.2 4.9 *— 
2007 *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— 
2008 *— *— *— 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8 7.6 7.6 6.4 7.1 
2011 9.0 9.1 8.1 5.4 5.1 4.0 4.4 4.2 4.3 4.3 *— *— 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

OCTOBER 2011 

y British Columbia’s unemployment rate fell 0.8 percentage points to 6.7% 
(seasonally adjusted) in September, the lowest rate recorded since January of 
2009. After fluctuating for several months, the provincial unemployment rate is beginning to show 
signs of levelling off, hovering around seven percent for the past four months. The province’s 
jobless rate remains below that for Canada as a whole, which dropped to 7.1% (down 0.2 
percentage points) last month, its lowest level since December of 2008. The national decrease was 
the result of notable employment growth (+0.4%, or an addition of 60,900 jobs), all of which was 
at the full-time level (+0.5%). BC’s unemployment rate was marginally higher than that of 
Manitoba (5.5%) and Alberta (5.4%), but significantly above Saskatchewan’s (4.6%). 

All of September’s job growth was attributable to full-time employment. There was a 2.3% 
surge (+39,900 jobs) in full-time work, while the number of part-time jobs decreased (-1.6% or 
8,300 fewer jobs). While employment among men was strong in September (+1.0%, or 11,500 
jobs), women accounted for a larger share of the overall gains (+1.9% or 20,100 jobs). Youth (aged 
15-24) saw a substantial surge in the number of jobs (+4.2%, or +13,500), mostly attributable to 
increased employment among young women (+6.8%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

y Jobless rates improved or remained unchanged in most of the province’s regions 
(3-month moving average, unadjusted), with the exception of Thompson/Okanagan 
and Northeast, where rates edged up slightly. Northeast (4.3%) had the lowest rate, 
while the highest rate was seen in North Coast & Nechako (8.6%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-40 October 7, 2011 
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Thousands of people are camped out in downtown Vancouver to protest social and economic inequality, 
corporate greed and power and it's influence over government. 

Many of the same protesters also say well-paying jobs are scarce in B.C. 
But this simply isn't true, said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. 
Adequately paying jobs may be hard to find in the Lower Mainland, but there is an abundance in the 

Dawson Creek area. 
"We have basically zero unemployment in Dawson Creek - it's the lowest in the province." 
He said it's all about choice. Although the cold climate can take time to adjust to, there are plenty of well-

paying jobs in the city, many with oil and gas companies. 
Bernier is originally from Vancouver, but chose to move his family up to Dawson Creek to have a better 

lifestyle. 
"The cost of living up here is pretty cheap in comparison to living in Vancouver, where buying a small 

condo can be $800,000." 
Although rent tends to be high in Dawson Creek, and housing prices have gone up over the last couple 

years, it is still more affordable to raise a family here, the mayor said. 
"Does it get cold here? Yes, but there are still many things to do in the winter." 
Leaving small towns to find work in large cities is a thing of the past, Bernier said. People are now 

moving from urban centres to communities like Dawson Creek in search of jobs. 
Unemployment is at 4.3 per cent in the Northeast - one of the lowest rates in Canada. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH:  MAYOR 

OILFORCE.COM 
www.Oilforce.com saw over 1,500 hits within four days of opening. The website is a place for 

employers to place ads and for people looking for jobs to post their resumes. 
More than 30 companies have posted to the website from North America, Poland, Europe and Africa, said 

the website's creator Brendan McGuinness, an oilfield worker from Dawson Creek. 
It's free for job-seekers to post resumes, but a monthly fee is charged for companies to place ads. 
Different certificates and skills can be selected so employers aren't forced to sift through unqualified 

resumes. But employers can choose to let unqualified people apply if they want to train them. 
Job-seekers can select jobs based on whether they would relocate to another area. 
A cell phone app is being created, so new job alerts can be sent to prospective job hunters. 
"There's nothing like this out there. It's going to change the way people look for jobs." 
The website .is focusing on mid-size service companies because they have a heavy rotation of people. 

McGuinness will approach the larger companies once more people sign up. 
Oilforce.com is open to anyone around the world.  Resumes have been posted from several areas, though 

mostly from within North America. 
But McGuinness looks forward to growing the number of international resumes on the site. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

OCTOBER 2011 

Employment 

http://www.Oilforce.com
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Construction 

Dawson Creek Reclaimed Water Facility - 
Contract 3 

Proposed construction of a reclaimed water 
treatment facility. This facility will treat effluent 
water to be used by oil and gas industries situated 
in the City of Dawson Creek. The water from this 
facility is non-potable and will only be used by 
oil and gas industries and other related facilities. 
package type sewage lift stations and associated 
force mains; Interconnection piping between 
existing City sewage treatment aeration lagoons, 
the SAGR process, and the reclaimed water 
facility; A four bay bulk effluent truck fill facility 
rated at 600m3 per day. 

$12,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
TENDERS CLOSED 

Journal of Commerce 

WASTE WATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 

900 Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek 
Project consists of foundation stabilization at 

the N.A.R. Museum. 
TENDERS CLOSED 

Journal of Commerce 

N.A.R. MUSEUM 
ALTERATIONS 

NOVEMBER 2011 

Dawson Creek 
Project consists of Installation of two temporary 

earth berm or other water control structures as 
required by the Contractor; Dewatering of work areas; 
Stripping and stockpiling of unsuitable material; 
Foundation preparation for new berm; Installation of a 
new earth berm south of existing berm in the 
facultative pond; Placement of an overflow structure 
between the float plane pond and the facultative pond; 
Extension of an existing pipe stub into the float plane 
pond; Removal of existing berm and temporary water 
control structures upon completion of the work; and 
Topsoil placement and hydraulic seeding of disturbed 
areas. 
TENDERS CLOSED 

Journal of Commerce 

FACULTATIVE POND BERM 
REHABILITATION 

25 Km S of Tumbler Ridge, on Trend Mine 
property, Tumbler Ridge 

Proposed open pit coal mine which may produce 
two-four million tonnes of clean coal per year. The 
project will consist of: mine access & haul roads, 
tailings impoundment & waste rock dumps, 
sedimentation ponds & other water management 
structures, a 25 kV power line extension, a sewage 
treatment plant, heavy media cyclone processing 
plant, mine dry & maintenance facility, some on-site 
accommodations, & admin offices. There is an 
existing explosives facility & other infrastructure 
provided by the adjacent Trend Coal Mine site. 

Project has been going through a lengthy 
environmental assessment process and First Nation's 
negotiations, and is presently under review. Detailed 
engineering is underway. Construction schedules are 
tentative at this time. Further update in Spring 2012. 

This is a Joint Venture project with Hillsborough 
and NEMI.  

$250,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
NEGOTIATED/WORKING DRAWINGS 

Journal of Commerce 

ROMAN COAL MINE 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Construction 
NOVEMBER 2011 

Dawson Creek 
Proposed renovations or physical development 

of the Dawson Creek & District Hospital as a result 
of a Comprehensive Master Programming and 
Planning. 

Note:  The Comprehensive Master Plan is 
currently underway with the consultant and 
completion is to be confirmed in spring 2012. 
Formal design and construction schedules to be 
confirmed upon completion of the Master Plan. 
Further update in spring 2012. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
CONTEMPLATED 

Journal of Commerce 

HOSPITAL ALTERATIONS 

Dawson Creek/Chetwynd Area Transmission (DCAT) Project 
Proposed Dawson Creek/Chetwynd Area Transmission (DCAT) Project which will consist of a new 

substation (Sundance) located about 19 Km E of Chetwynd, near Hwy 97; a new 230 kilovolt (kV) double 
circuit overhead transmission circuit approx 60 Km long, from Sundance Substation to Bear Mountain 
Terminal (BMT), which is located about 12 Km W of Dawson Creek; expansion of BMT and Dawson Creek 
Substations (DAW); and a new 230 kV double circuit overhead transmission circuit 12 Km long, between 
BMT and DAW. 

$219,100,000 estimated construction cost. 
CONTEMPLATED 

Journal of Commerce 

Hwy 2 - Tupper 4 Lane Upgrade 4 Lane Hwy, 
Bridge, Alberta Border to Dawson Creek on 
Hwy 2 

Proposed four-laning projects includes a bridge 
at Tupper Creek, twin multi-plate culverts at Tupper 
Creek, Tupper Creek channel modifications, 
protection and enhancements, a multiple north of 
191st Rd, at LKI Km 5.93 Hwy 52 intersection, 
191st Intersection, 192nd Intersection and other 
public and private road intersection improvements. 

$3,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
CONTEMPLATED 

Journal of Commerce 

SUBSTATION, TRANSMISSION LINE 

HWY 2 BRIDGE, ROAD 

DECEMBER 2011 

Dawson Creek 
Project consists of the supply and installation of 

four new "Tormax" electric sliding double doors in the 
Dawson Creek Airport located at 80 Vic Turner Road. 
AWARD 

All-West Glass 
1425 Alaska Ave 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 1Z6 
Phone: 250-782-8666 
Fax: 250-782-8555 
$42,282 

Journal of Commerce 

AIRPORT ALTERATIONS 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Construction 

Dawson Creek 
Project consist of the supply, installation and 

compaction of approximately 3200 cubic meters of 
clean, medium plastic fill material at 10225 - 10th 
Street, Dawson Creek, BC (formerly Wildcat 
Video). The proponent shall be responsible to 
compact the fill to 95% Standard Proctor Density 
and return the site to a level condition, free of any 
obstructions or hazards. The proponent shall also 
ensure that drainage from the site is not directed 
toward neighbouring structures. 
AWARD 

T Hartnell Enterprise Ltd 
PO Box 1048 
Dawson Creek BC 
Phone: 250-759-4531 
Fax: 250-759-4538 
$54,400 

Journal of Commerce 

COMPACT FILL 

DECEMBER 2011 

OVERHEAD DOORS AND 
OPERATORS 
Fire Hall, Dawson Creek 

Project consists of the supply and installation of 
new overhead doors and operators in the Dawson 
Creek Fire Hall. 
AWARD 

Dice Petroleum Maintenance Ltd 
623 114 Ave 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 3A1 
Phone: 250-782-6577 
Fax: 250-782-6688 
$22,993 

Journal of Commerce 

BANK PROTECTION 
Tumbler Ridge 

Project consists of supply and installation of 
riprap bank protection complete with pit-run gravels 
and non- woven geotextile for a reach of Flatbed 
Creek located adjacent to the District of Tumbler 
Ridge water supply well PW7. This contract also 
involves Optional Work to develop a swim area just 
upstream of the Flatbed Creek Bridge. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
AWARD 

Golder Associates Ltd 
100-388 1 Ave 
Kamloops BC V2C 6W3 
Phone: 250-828-6116 
Fax: 250-828-1215 

Journal of Commerce 

50 Km W of Dawson Creek near Hwy 97 
Project consists of seeking a proponent to drill, 

construct and develop up to seven groundwater 
observation wells at seven locations west of 
Dawson Creek. The observation wells will be 
completed using a variety of methods including the 
installation of 2" nested PVC wells inside a 6" steel 
casing, completion of un-nested wells using 6" steel 
casing and completion of a well up to 100 meters 
deep completed with 5" PVC casing. Well liners 
may or may not be used depending on conditions 
encountered in the field. 

$500,000 estimated construction cost 
AWARD 

Cariboo Water Wells Ltd 
PO Box 2265 
Prince George BC V2N 2J8 
Phone: 250-564-2525 

Journal of Commerce 

CACE MONTNEY 
OBSERVATION WELL 
DRILLING 
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Construction 

Dangerous Goods Route 94 Structure 8633 - 
Replacement Bridge, Hwy 97 to Hwy 2 
Dawson Creek, BC 

Design for new paved highway roadway and 
bridge and all associate structures, road furniture 
and landscaping. Dismantling and transport of the 
temporary bridges; Re-surfacing of the Highway 
from 208th Road to 250 metre south of the south 
approaches. 
LOW BID 

Ruskin Construction Ltd 
2011 PG Pulp Mill Rd, PO Box 1050 
Prince George BC V2L 4V2 
Phone: 250-563-2800 
Fax 250-563-6788 
$3,347,000 

Journal of Commerce 

REPLACEMENT BRIDGE 

DECEMBER 2011 

District of Tumbler Ridge Recreation Centre 
Project consists of removal of existing 75KVA 

generator, 100A transfer switch, emergency splitter, 
day tank and all fuel piping from room B28; The 
supply and installation of a new generator pad and 
750KW bi-fuel. Generator, new 200A emergency 
and 1200A standby automatic transfer switches and 
new generator annunciator panel; Removal of 
existing louvers and grates in room B28; Removal 
of existing 20KVAR Capacitors and installation of 
new 100KVAR Autovar Capacitors; Supply and 
installation of new distribution panels PDC-E1 and 
PDC-E2; Installation of new junction box on unit 
substation and all wiring for new equipment 
including interface with fire alarm control panel ; 
and Natural Gas connection to new generator. 
TENDERS DUE 

Journal of Commerce 

GENERATOR UPGRADE 

6 Locations, Peace River RD 
Project consists of a Removal of existing 

vegetation & grubbing to facilitate new 
construction; Installation of new access/egress 
barrier; Installation of new fencing and access/
egress gate; Installation of new attendants shack; 
Installation of new attendants shack; Construction 
of new drainage works; and Installation of Lock 
Block retaining walls. Waste Transfer Station 
located at Pink Mountain, Tomslake, Kelly Lake, 
Prespatou, and Rose Prairie. 
TENDERS DUE 

 Journal of Commerce 

WASTE TRANSFER STATION 
UPGRADES 

Chetwynd Forest Industries Biomass, 
Chetwynd 

Proposed construction of a 12 MW biomass 
fired electricity generating station which will use 
sawmill and manufacturing debris, roadside debris, 
logging slash, sort yard debris and biomass derived 
from standing timber. 

$30,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PREPARING PLANS 

Journal of Commerce 

BIOMASS FIRED 
ELECTRICITY GENERATING 
STATION 
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Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

2010 671 

2011 622 
Oil & Gas Commission 

OIL & GAS SALES 
The 2010 year-end total is $844.4 
million, the fourth best annual tally 

in history. A total of 381,132 
hectares were sold this year in 
Northeastern BC at $2,215 per 

hectare. 

Total 2009 - $892.9 million 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 
JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

OIL & GAS SALES 
The 2011 October sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a 

total of over $24.34 million in bonus bids. 
A total of 18,797 hectares exchanged hands at an average of 

$1,295. The 2010 October sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a 
total of over $20.47 million in bonus bids. The sale disposed of 
19,777 hectares at an average of $1,035. 

With two sales left in 2011, the natural gas prone province 
has taken in $147.53 million in bonus bids on 139,962 hectares at 
an average of $1,054. After 10 sales in 2010, the provincial 
government had collected $801.02 million for 354,871 hectares at 
an average of $2,257. 

British Columbia attracted approximately $15 million at its 
November 2011 land sale. The sale featured 9220 hectares 
exchanging hands at an average price of $1625. The same sale in 
2010 generated $1.1 million in bonus bids on 5053 hectares at 
$221.13 per hectare. 

The December 2011 sale of oil and gas rights resulted in 
$60.17 million. A total of 42,347 hectares were sold at an average 
price of $1,420.82. 

 For the year, the province collected $222.68 million in 
bonus bids on 191,529 hectares at an average of $1,162.66. This 
was the lowest bonus total since 1999 when $176.17 million 
rolled into provincial coffers. 

In 2010, the natural gas-prone province collected $844.41 
million in bonus bids on 381,132 hectares at an average price of 
$2,215.54. 

The OGC released the province's hydrocarbon and by-
product reserves, which showed an increase in British Columbia's 
established remaining reserves of raw natural gas for the 10th 
straight year. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Energy 
OIL & GAS SALES 

The report, which for the first time breaks down conventional and unconventional gas reserves separately, 
shows that B.C. as of Dec. 31, 2010, had 932 billion cubic metres (33.1 tcf) of remaining raw gas reserves. 

"This is the highest level in the province's history, representing a 42 per cent increase over 2009 year-end 
raw gas reserves. The increase is largely the result of exploration in the Horn River Basin, leading to the 
discovery of more reserves," said Paul Jeakins, the OGC's commissioner. 

The Montney tight gas trend continued to be the most active natural gas play in the province. A total of 
383 wells targeted the Montney formation, accounting for 57 per cent of all wells drilled in 2010 and 
extending the play to the northwest into the fields of Altares and Town. 

Montney production accounted for 26 per cent of the total production within the province. Reserve values 
have remained unchanged for 2010, however an evaluation of overall reserves will be conducted for the 2011 
report with a significant upward revision expected. 
y Total 2010: $844.4 million for 381,132 hectares at an average price of  2,215 per hectare. 
y Total 2009: $892.9 million for 389,644 hectares at an average price of $2,291 per hectare. 
y Total 2008: $2.66 billion for 756,752 hectares at an average price of $3,518 per hectare 
y Total 2007: $401.00 million for 137579 hectares at an average price of $2,915 per hectare 
y Total 2006: $629.85 million for 690,875 hectares at an average price of $912 per hectare 
y Total 2005: $533.99 million for 579,402 hectares at an average price of $961.62 per hectare 
y Total 2004: $232.38 million for 540,427 hectares at an average price of $429.99 per hectare 
y Total 2003: $646.68 million for 733,487 hectares at an average price of $881.65 per hectare 
y Total 2002: $288.54 million 
y Total 2001: $439.47 million 
y Total 2000: $248.24 million 
y Total 1999: $176.17 million 
y Total 1998: $94.34 million 
y Total 1997: $211.70 million 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group/Government of BC 

(Continued from page 15) 

OCTOBER 2011 

In the second of three initiatives in Dawson Creek sponsored by Encana, the Northern Environmental 
Action Team and a Grade 9 humanities class from Central Middle School helped plant a xeriscape garden in 
front of the hospital. 

As apart of their commitment to the environment, NEAT chose to do an xeriscape garden because they 
tend to use drought resistance plants, are designed to use less water, and generally don't require much 
maintenance. 

The garden is located in front of the hospital on a slope so it will contain water runoff and seepage, 
making it primarily self watering. 

Encana donated funding for the plants and other materials, such as two benches; W.K Ventures donated 
topsoil; and Dale Bice Landscaping donated the design and structural groundwork.  

The Grade 9 class added bark mulch around the plants as a way of keeping moisture in the ground.  
Northeast News 

ENCANA SPONSORS XERISCAPE GARDEN 
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Energy 

Dawson Creek's Peace Energy Cooperative was recently recognized for its contribution to the 
advancement of wind energy in Canada by the Canadian Wind Energy Association (CanWEA). 

The cooperative was awarded with a Group Leadership Award for its role in developing the Bear 
Mountain Wind Park, British Columbia's first commercial wind farm, which was officially commissioned in 
October, 2009. The cooperative initiated the project and was responsible for securing an investigative use 
permit for it in 2004, before AltaGas was brought in to develop and construct the wind farm. 

"It is a huge honour, because CanWEA is a national organization that is very well respected," said Nicola 
Peacey, executive director of Peace Energy Cooperative, on receiving the award. 

She added the 434 members of the cooperative - most of whom are residents of Dawson Creek and area, 
but also many others from all over the Peace region and the country - really deserve the credit for the award. 

The Bear Mountain Wind Park generates 102 megawatts of power at peak output, enough to power 
35,000 homes, or roughly the entire South Peace region. Peacey said the cooperative is certainly proud to have 
the project as a lasting legacy to benefit the city and the region, especially one in such a beautiful location as 
Bear Mountain. 

The project is British Columbia's first commercial wind farm, but the Dokie Wind Energy Project near 
Chetwynd has since come on-line and is the province's largest wind farm. CanWEA notes six new projects are 
anticipated to come online by 2014, bringing the province's total capacity for wind energy to 784 megawatts. 
In its recently released report entitled WindVision 2025: A Strategy for British Columbia, CanWEA projects 
that the province could meet 17 per cent of its projected demand for electricity through wind power by 2025. 

www.mile0city.ca 

PEACE ENERGY CO-OP 

OCTOBER 2011 

DRILLING 
Canadian Natural Resources Limited drilled the most metres of hole during the first nine months of 

2011 and was also the busiest operator ranked by wells drilled. 
Between January and September, Canadian Natural drilled 1.06 million metres of exploration and 

development hole. It was the only operator to pass the million-metre mark for total meterage. CNRL rig 
released 939 wells over the first three quarters. 

The second-place finisher for metres drilled was Encana Corporation.  Encana drilled 900,918 metres 
of hole during the period, ahead of Husky Energy Inc. with 836,981 metres of hole. 

The two companies switched positions for rig releases, however, with Husky coming in second at 799 
versus 510 for Encana.  Ranked by wells drilled, the top five was rounded out by Cenovus Energy Inc. 
(401 rig releases) and Penn West Petroleum Ltd. (316 rig releases). 

Ranked by metres drilled, fourth-place finisher Penn West drilled 690,691 metres of exploration and 
development hole, followed by Cenovus’s 664,948 metres. 

Canadian Natural’s drilling activity was focused in east-central Alberta (470 wells drilled in 2011 versus 
307 in 2010) and northeastern Alberta (229 wells in 2011 versus 213 wells in 2010). Encana was busiest in 
southeastern Alberta (251 wells in 2011 compared to 421 wells in 2010) and northern British Columbia (78 
wells in 2011 versus 84 wells in 2010). Husky was the busiest driller in central Saskatchewan (249 wells 
drilled in 2011 compared to 165 wells in 2010). 

The top three explorers for the nine months in terms of meterage were: Encana (149,758 metres of 
exploratory hole), Husky (90,182 metres) and Crescent Point Energy Corp. (85,878 metres). 

In Alberta, the top three operators of the first nine months, based on wells drilled, were Canadian Natural 
(794 wells), Husky (477 wells) and Encana (432 wells). 

(Continued on page 18) 
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OGC RESOURCE CENTRE 
The reopening of the BC Oil and Gas Commission's newly renovated Dawson Creek office also featured 

the grand opening of their new resource centre. 
The display, located in the lobby of the Commission office and open to the public, includes a wealth of 

information about the history of oil and gas exploration in the South Peace region, the geology of rock 
formations where these resources are found, and drilling and hydraulic fracturing operations. 

The First Nations of the region are also a prominent part of the display. A collection of traditional-use 
plants from the Prophet River First Nation and a video discussing the historical relationship between First 
Nations and the energy sector greet visitors as soon as they enter the door.  

Ultimately, Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier believes the new resource centre is going to play a vital 
role in helping the community better understand the oil and gas activity happening in their backyard. 

"This is a great time for Dawson Creek and for the entire South Peace," he said. "As we know, as we 
continue to grow in the natural gas industry in the area, the more fraccing taking place, the more drilling 
taking place, it's a great opportunity for citizens of the area to be able to come in to a centre like this where 
they can have a lot of their concerns addressed and have the professionals that are on staff here be able to 
assist and answer those questions." 

Bernier singled out the cross-section of a well casing as being one element of the display that can help 
address a significant public concern about natural gas extraction - the potential for contaminating drinking 
water during hydraulic fracturing operations. 

"I think it will give some comfort to people," added Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom, noting that 
the cross-section illustrates that the wellbores are quite well encased with steel pipe and cement, not to 
mention that the actual natural gas extraction is occurring thousands of metres below groundwater aquifers. 

The aspect of the display that really caught the eye of both Bernier and Lekstrom was how it situates 
present day industry activity in the history of oil and gas exploration in the province, which dates back to the 
early part of the nineteenth century in the South Peace. 

"A lot of people feel that oil and gas exploration just started in our region," said Bernier. "It's almost 100 
years from the start to where we are now. Realistically, the last half a dozen years have been the real boom for 
the South Peace, but when you look at the North Peace, it's been the norm up there for quite a few decades." 

Alaska Highway News 

DRILLING 

Saskatchewan’s busiest operators were Husky 
(314 rig released wells), Northern Blizzard 
Resources Inc. (241 wells) and Crescent Point (228 
wells). 

Encana led the pack in B.C. with 78 wells drilled, 
followed by Royal Dutch Shell plc (51 wells) and 
Murphy Oil Company Ltd. (46 wells). 

Three companies dominated drilling in Manitoba. 
Tundra Oil & Gas Partnership was the busiest 
driller with 109 wells rig released, followed by EOG 
Resources Canada Inc. (68 wells) and Penn West 
(50 wells). 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

(Continued from page 17) 
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FERUS 
"Good to be lucky and lucky to be good." 
That is how Joe Ladouceur, Vice President of External Affairs with Ferus, described the good timing of 

his company's decision to build a new liquid nitrogen plant in Dawson Creek, British Columbia, right in the 
heart of natural gas industry activity in the liquids-rich Montney shale gas play. 

Increasing demand for liquid nitrogen used in fracturing shale formations to recover natural gas locked 
within the rock has Ferus poised to profit considerably from their new facility. 

"Part of what we were seeing in the area was definitely an increase in overall activity level," said 
Ladouceur. "And that's really the driving force behind the facility, that we knew that there was going to be a 
lot more demand for product. We wanted to have a plant as close as possible to where that demand is. 

Ladouceur explained that there are a few reasons for the increasing demand, not the least of which is the 
high level of industry activity in the Montney, where many companies are chasing more profitable natural gas 
liquids while dry natural gas prices remain below $4.00 per million cubic feet (mmcf). 

"Many of these new wells that are being drilled require some form of stimulation," he said. "That's one 
reason why we're seeing an increase in demand for nitrogen." 

Additionally, increasing scrutiny on water management and fracturing fluid content is encouraging 
producers to move to liquid nitrogen, according to Ladouceur. 

"There's a couple of alternatives when you're drilling wells into these formations," he said. "And one of 
the alternatives is the use of water as opposed to using some kind of a cryogenic fluid or a hydrocarbon. And 
there are some issues that are happening in the area with respect to use of water and disposal of water. 

And so companies are finding that rather than trying to source massive quantities of water and figure out 
where to dispose of it, it's much easier to use something like liquid nitrogen, which just literally dissipates 
back into the atmosphere after you do the frac." 

"A lot of people don't even recognize or understand that nitrogen is just completely benign," said 
Ladouceur. "It's in the air that we breathe. And so the product that we supply is just nitrogen in a liquid form 
that we cool out of the air and provide. And then it goes down into the well, comes back out, and it just 
literally becomes part of the air again. So, it's very benign. And you're seeing a movement across North 
America for companies to have greater disclosure of what they're using and to demonstrate that they can put 
products down the well that are safe. And when they come back out, they can safely dispose of them. And 
nitrogen, just because of its properties, it's completely inert, it's a totally benign substance, and I think 
companies are seeing the advantage of telling their customers and telling the general public that they're using 
something that's completely benign. So, there's definitely a bit of movement there as well." 

Another recent development that may have an impact on demand is the use of liquid nitrogen for shale oil 
production in the Duvernay and Cardium plays, an application that has only been explored over the past year. 

Construction on Ferus' new liquid nitrogen facility in Dawson Creek has been completed and the plant is 
expected to be operational by the beginning of December. 

Ferus has also begun work on a second Dawson Creek plant that should be ready by the spring of 2012. 
"It's going to be right beside the existing one," said Ladouceur, "but it's going to double the capacity. 

Because already we have found that there's demand from our customers far beyond what our first plant can 
deliver." 

"Along with that," he continued, "we're also building an operations base there so that we'll have a whole 
infrastructure in terms of logistics. Trucks, trailers, transports will be on that location as well. And that will 
probably have us with somewhere between 15 and 20 full time employees at that location operating that base. 
And that's anticipated [to be] up and running in the summer of 2012." 

Alaska Highway News 
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ALTAGAS BUYS PNG 
AltaGas will take over Pacific Northern Gas in a deal that will double its utility business and allow the 

company to capitalize on increased exploration activity in Western Canada. 
The deal will also allow the Calgary-based company to tap into Asia's drastically growing need for fuel. 
AltaGas will buy Vancouver-based Pacific Northern Gas in a deal worth $230 million at $36.75 cash per 

share, while absorbing $85 million in debt. 
AltaGas, which is involved in natural gas exploration, energy services and power generation, is looking to 

capitalize on increased activity and customer growth in Northeast B.C., said the company's CEO David 
Cornhill in a statement. 

It will align its new assets with existing ones such as Bear Mountain Wind Park near Dawson Creek and 
the Younger natural gas liquids plant. 

AltaGas will take over agreements with Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe, Fort St. John and Taylor. 
Mayor Mike Bernier said customers in Dawson Creek shouldn't see any difference after the takeover. 
The company has had three different owners in the past 20 years and there hasn't been any noticeable 

operating changes, he said. 
He said rates will remain the same because they are regulated by the B.C. Utilities Commission. 
"Both Pacific Northern Gas and AltaGas and agreed that the sale will not affect staffing by any means.  
"The sale won't change business operations at all-just the name on the door." 
Around 27 people work for the company in the Peace Region. Dawson Creek has 12 employees.  
The company will also take over the existing PNG pipeline system, which helps connect Canada’s 

western gas fields to Kitimat, where a proposed liquefied natural gas terminal received the go ahead to export 
to Asia. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Encana plans to use water from deep inside the ground to reduce the amount of surface water for its 
fraccing needs in Farmington. 

The water, which is too salty for human or agricultural use, will be accessed through two existing wells. 
One water well is located west of Dawson Creek, adjacent to Highway 97, and the second is near 212 

Road in Farmington. The saline water is around 1,000 metres below the surface. 
A water resource hub is slated to be built next summer at the Farmington location from a gas well that is 

longer in use. 
The water collected in a large storage unit is expected to reduce the amount of surface water needed for 

fraccing operations in Farmington, according to Encana. 
Water is used in fraccing to provide pressure to create cracks in hydrocarbon-bearing rocks underground 

to extract gas from the reservoir. 
Pressurized water, sand and chemicals are injected into horizontally drilled wells during fraccing. 
Later next year year, Encana plans to build a pipeline from two compressor stations nearby to the water 

resource hub. 
The water from the compressor sites and the saline water will be blended together for use in fraccing. 
Construction of pipelines for the water to be sent to fraccing areas is planned for late 2012 and further in 

the future. 
But until the pipelines are complete, trucks will be carrying the water to the fraccing locations. 
The water that is returned from the formation during flowback would be sent back to the water resource 

hub, blended with newly extracted water and shipped via pipeline to new fraccing operations. 
Alaska Highway News 

ENCANA USES SALINE WATER 
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Growth in the oil drilling industry will continue to be hampered by a shortage of skilled workers needed 
for an expanding fleet of rigs, the Canadian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors said in its latest 
forecast. 

Drilling is expected to increase only marginally next year despite strong oil prices, rising one per cent 
year-over-year — virtually the same as conditions in 2011, the association said. 

The greatest limiting factor when examining overall utilization rates will be the shortage of skilled rig 
workers. 

The industry suffered a great loss of skills and knowledge during the downturn of 2009 and it has 
struggled to attract these experienced workers back. 

Adding to the difficulty posed by a weakened workforce, the oil drillers' group said it is also seeing a 
trend in which many skilled general workers are pursuing specialized positions in directional drilling. 

The association said it expects the number of rigs at work in Western Canada's oilfields to rise by 15 in 
the first quarter, reaching a total of 840 by the end of 2012. The number of oil and gas wells operating during 
the year is forecast to remain stable at 12,672. 

With the increasing complexity of the wells and the associated time to drill them, as well as shortage of 
experienced crews, the association does not anticipate a significant increase in the well count for 2012. 

The driller's group said it now expects 2011 to have seen 55 per cent rig utilization, with an average of 
443 rigs working about 39,767 days and a well count around 12,555. 

© The Canadian Press, 2011 

SKILLED RIG WORKER SHORTAGE 

ARC RESOURCES 
ARC Resources Ltd. plans record capital expenditures of $760 million in 2012, up from $730 

million this year, with $660 million (87 per cent) spent on oil and liquids-rich gas projects to 
capitalize on the strength of crude oil prices. 

Based on 2012 budget projections, ARC will drill approximately 195 (182 net) wells on its 
operated properties, with 179 wells targeting oil, 13 wells targeting liquids-rich natural gas and three 
wells targeting dry natural gas. 

The company will be targeting oil and liquids-rich gas opportunities at Ante Creek and Pembina 
in Alberta, Parkland in British Columbia, Goodlands in Manitoba and various properties in southeast 
Saskatchewan. 

It expects to achieve a year-over-year production increase of approximately 12 per cent to 92,500 
bbls of oil equivalent per day, including an estimated 15 per cent growth in liquids production. 

On ARC’s non-operated properties the company anticipates its partners will drill 44 (six net) 
wells with ARC’s share of expenditures to be approximately $51 million. The non-operated activity 
will be dominated by oil drilling activity in the Swan Hills area of Alberta, Weyburn and Star Valley 
in Saskatchewan, and gas drilling activity in the Montney area of northeast British Columbia. 

ARC’s natural gas drilling budget will be limited to $15 million to drill three gross operated 
(three net) dry gas wells, including two which are to be drilled to retain lands. ARC also will spend 
$48 million on natural gas infrastructure for the construction of gas plants at Ante Creek and Sunrise 
to alleviate capacity constraints and set the stage for long-term growth. 

Exploration expenditures account for seven per cent of the budget and will be directed towards 
identification of future growth areas targeting large resource opportunities. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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ARC RESOURCES 

At Tower, ARC has budgeted $43 million for the drilling of seven horizontal wells in the liquids-
rich region northwest of the main Parkland pool. The company will drill and complete three wells in 
the Tower region in 2011. Test results from the first two wells were encouraging, and work is being 
done to tie in the wells to determine the productive potential of this area. In 2012, ARC will focus on 
further testing of the productive capacity in the liquids-rich Tower area. ARC is currently working 
towards bringing the three wells on production by the end of this year. 

ARC has drilled and tested gas in three different layers within the Montney formation at the 
Sunrise property, directly west of Dawson. Sunrise currently produces 22 mmcf per day of natural 
gas consisting of 15 mmcf per day of operated production flowing through a third party processing 
facility and seven mmcf per day of non-operated production. 

During 2011, horizontal wells into all three of the zones were drilled, completed and brought on 
production. The opportunity to flow gas from all three zones through a third party facility has enabled 
ARC to experiment and optimize its well fracturing design before implementing a full scale 
development drilling program in anticipation of filling the planned 60 mmcf per day Sunrise gas 
plant. 

ARC will drill one horizontal gas well at Sunrise in 2012 into the Upper Montney and expects to 
maintain current production levels at approximately 22 mmcf per day. The 2012 budget also includes 
funding for the start of construction on the 60 mmcf per day Sunrise gas plant, currently slated to be 
onstream in the fourth quarter of 2013. 

With three wells drilled in 2011 and one horizontal well planned for 2012, ARC will continue to 
assess production information from all three layers within the Montney formation: the two zones of 
the Upper Montney and the Lower Montney. This will provide valuable information as ARC plans 
for future development of this large gas resource. 

ARC’s Dawson property continues to outperform expectations with individual well production 
remaining flat at a restricted rate of five mmcf per day for longer than expected. The company 
currently has 18 completed horizontal wells that are not on production as all facilities are operating at 
capacity. It will use this well inventory to maintain production at 165 mmcf per day in 2012, without 
additional horizontal drilling. ARC will drill one vertical gas well at Dawson in 2012 to hold acreage 
that would otherwise expire. 

The production target for 2012 of 90,000 to 95,000 boe per day is comprised of approximately 40 
per cent crude oil and natural gas liquids and 60 per cent natural gas. Despite limited natural gas 
drilling in 2012, including only one well planned at Dawson in 2012, ARC expects year-over-year 
natural gas production to increase 10 per cent in 2012 to between 330 mmcf per day and 350 mmcf 
per day. 

The company said it will continue to watch for opportunities to protect 2012 and 2013 cash flow 
and will take positions in natural gas and/or crude oil at levels that will provide significant certainty 
on rates of return. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

(Continued from page 21) 
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Natural gas producer Progress Energy Resources Corp. is budgeting about $465 million in 2012 on 
development of its North Montney resource base in British Columbia and light oil play in Alberta’s Deep 
Basin. 

The Calgary-based energy firm said it’s targeting average production of 50,000 to 52,000 barrels of oil 
equivalent per day in 2012, to exit the year with production rates of about 58,000-60,000 boe/d. 

The company said it will spend about $430 million to develop the North Montney resource base, 
including about $50 million earmarked for a joint venture program with Malaysia’s state-owned Petronas. 

Progress will spend about $35 million on the Deep Basin and drill six to eight wells in the area’s 
Dunvegan light oil play. 

© Copyright (c) Reuters 

PROGRESS ENERGY RESOURCES  

Encana Corp.’s 2011 asset sale account jumped to $3.5 billion on the sale of two Canadian natural gas 
plants to Veresen Inc. for US$910-million. 

The plants serve the Cutbank Ridge area and include its Steeprock plant in northeast British Columbia and 
its Hythe plant in northwest Alberta, along with compression and associated gathering pipelines. 

Encana has been under pressure to sell assets after a $5.4-billion joint venture deal with PetroChina Co. 
Ltd. to develop northeast B.C.’s gas plays was abruptly cancelled earlier this year. 

“This sale agreement marks the conclusion of the major components in our 2011 divestiture program, 
which, upon closing of all transactions, will result in proceeds of about $3.5 billion US,” said Randy Eresman, 
Encana’s president and chief executive, in a news release. 

Research analyst Kam Sandhar of Peters & Co. said Encana got a good price for the Cutbank Ridge 
assets. 

The Cutbank Ridge midstream assets include approximately 516 million cubic feet per day of natural gas 
processing capacity from the Hythe and Steeprock natural gas processing plants and about 370 kilometres of 
pipelines. 

The deal is huge for Calgary-based Veresen, representing about 20 per cent of its enterprise value of about 
$5 billion, said president and CEO Stephen White. 

Veresen’s risk is mitigated by a long-term take-or-pay midstream services deal, under which Encana must 
provide throughput averaging 370 mmcf/d, representing 72 per cent of capacity. 

Eresman said proceeds from non-core asset sales are expected to supplement cash flow generation, 
strengthen the company’s balance sheet and provide financial flexibility. 

He said Encana will use the proceeds to reinvest in its core business of developing natural gas and 
growing liquids production, noting the company has spent about $770 million this year in future growth 
opportunities. 

Earlier this year, Encana sold the Fort Lupton natural gas plant in Colorado for $300 million, the 
Peceance midstream assets in the same state for $590 million, the Cabin gas plant in B.C. for $215 million and 
producing properties in North Texas for $975 million, all figures in U.S. dollars. 

The Steeprock plant is located approximately 50 kilometres south of Dawson Creek, B.C. and about 10 
kilometres west of the Hythe plant, in Alberta. 

Financial Post 

ENCANA SELLS ASSETS  
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NORTHERN BC APP 
Travelling around northern British Columbia just got easier for the technology-savvy. 
A new "Northern B.C." app, available for iPhones, iPads and Androids, helps tourists find where to eat 

and stay using their smartphones' built in GPS function. 
Guides to Dawson Creek, Prince George, Smithers, and Prince Rupert are included in the free app, which 

was launched by Northern British Columbia Tourism. 
"Each year we see more and more people travel the highway with mobile applications. More people are 

purchasing iPhones, Androids and tablets," said Dustin Bodnaryk with Tourism Dawson Creek. 
An app isn't available for Blackberries yet. 
He said the new app meets travellers' needs while also promoting local businesses. 
The app includes restaurants, hotels and tourist attractions in Dawson Creek. 
Now tourists will have an easier time finding Pioneer Village, local coffee shops and their hotel.  
The Northern B.C. app can also help local residents decide what they want to do, Bodnaryk said.  "There 

are people in the surrounding area that visit the Dawson Creek area on a regular basis that may not be familiar 
with the whole city. 

"We also continue to see more and more new people moving to the city who don't exactly know what's  
out there." 

Travellers are becoming increasingly reliant on their smartphones, said Tourism B.C. project manager 
Clint Fraser. 

"This app is one example of how Northern BC Tourism is staying at the forefront of tourism marketing, 
and providing valuable tools for visitors to our region."  

The app was initially previewed at the Annual General Meeting and Conference in Prince George.  
Dawson Creek Daily News 

Tourism 
OCTOBER 2011 

TOURISM STATS AFFECTED BY RAINFALL 
The number of tourists travelling to Dawson Creek this summer was affected by the torrential rain in June 

and July, but not all attractions saw a dip in visitors. 
Pioneer Village and the N.A.R Station Museum Visitor Centre both saw a decline in visitors, while the 

number of tourists at the Alaska Highway House jumped. 
Dawson Creek also saw an increase of people travelling to the city by group bus tours. 
Around 3,760 people stopped by the Pioneer Village visitor centre this summer, a dramatic drop of 20 per 

cent from last year. 
The N.A.R. Station Museum Visitor Centre saw eight per cent less people than last year. The number of 

tourists dropped from 16,800 to 15,500. 
This is due to tourists stopping at other visitor centres - particularly in Chetwynd - to check road 

conditions before heading to Dawson Creek, said Dawson Creek tourism development coordinator Dustin 
Bodnaryk. 

A portion of the road in the Pine Pass just before Chetwynd was washed out by the abnormally heavy 
rain, leading to long delays and causing tourists to be weary of road conditions. 

Many people stop in Dawson Creek to mark the beginning of their journey up the Alaska Highway. 
Alaska Highway House, located adjacent the Mile 0 Post, saw nine per cent more visitors in 2011. 

Around 600 more people visited the educational attraction this year than last year. 
(Continued on page 25) 
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TOURISM STATS AFFECTED BY RAINFALL 

The number of visitors coming to Dawson Creek in buses increased this year by 14 per cent. Around 
1,100 people travelled this way in 2011. 

About 146,000 people stay overnight in Dawson Creek each year. In 2008, they contributed $54.9 million 
to the city. 

Tourists usually spend around $91.5 million in the South Peace, compared to $73 million in the North 
Peace. 
WINTER TOURISM 

While Dawson Creek definitely doesn't see the typical summer hoards of American tourists travelling in 
RVs pass during the winter months, tourism is still alive and well in the city. 

A different demographic of visitor is seen during the colder months. Tourists tend to travel to Dawson 
Creek from shorter distances, according to Bodnaryk. 

This included people from the BC and Alberta Peace Region who come to Dawson Creek to visit 
attractions and spend money in the city. 

People travel from Alberta to see events at the EnCana Centre all year round, Bodnaryk said. Tourists are 
also drawn to the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre and for regional snowmobiling, 

Bodnaryk said tourists can have hard time finding a place to stay because most hotels are constantly 
booked. 

But visitors typically don't find it as hard to find a place to rest during the summer because many travel in 
RVs he said. In addition, he added, hotels are busier from October to May because of oil and gas workers 
needing a place to stay in the area.  

Alaska Highway News 

(Continued from page 24) 
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MILITARY CONVOY 

Tourism 

Ninety-seven historic military vehicles accompanied by 240 history-junkies will be starting the month-
long journey up the Alaska Highway in Dawson Creek at the beginning of August. 

Participants will begin arriving the Mile 0 City on July 30. They will be staying at local campgrounds and 
hotels as they wait for others to arrive. 

The convoy leaves Dawson Creek on Aug. 4 and returns 27 days later after travelling 4,100 miles. The 
Military Vehicle Preservation Association is marking the 70th anniversary of the Alaska Highway’s 
construction. 

"Military vehicles were the backbone of the Alaska Highway construction project," said the convoy's 
spokeswoman Wendy Rowsam. 

The road was built with over 7,000 pieces of military equipment trucked by vehicles similar to the ones in 
the convoy. 

Vehicles ranging from the First World War to current-issue will be on the route. There will even be trucks 
from Desert Storm. 

"The military vehicles are privately-owned and restored by individuals who have an interest in preserving 
these vehicles and the important roles they played throughout our military history," explained convoy 
commander Terry Shelswell. 

Drivers will be passing through rugged 
roads in the Yukon and Alaska, including the 
Campbell Highway, the Top of the World 
Highway, the Hatcher Pass and the Denali 
Highway. The convoy will top out at 56 km/h. 

Two maintenance trucks are equipped with 
the tools needed to repair the historic vehicle on 
route. 

Many of the vehicles are old but their 
owners take great care in looking after them, so 
Rowsam doesn't anticipate too many mechanical 
problems. 

"We decided to travel up the Alaska 
Highway because it has a lot of military history. 
It was built during World War II - a time when 
both the U.S. and Canada came together." 

The highway was built in 1942, shortly after 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. Around 
30,000 American troops and civilians help build 
the 2,237-kilometre road in less than a year. 

Most people in the convoy are Americans, 
but there are a few Canadians. Many participants 
are veterans or relatives of veterans. 

"There are a lot of experts on the trip. They 
know a lot about military vehicles and love to 
talk about their cars," Rowsam said, adding that 
Dawson Creek residents should come ask 
questions while the convoy is in town. 

"It can take years to bring a vehicle back to 
shape. It's a pastime we all love."  

Dawson Creek Daily News Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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XSTRATA COAL 

Mining 

Chieftain Metals Inc. has completed initial 
construction and site preparation at the Tulsequah Chief 
mine site in northwestern B.C. 

The construction program will consist of the 
removal of historic Potential Acid Generating (PAG) 
rock to a containment area. 

The work achieves two main objectives - 
containment of PAG drainage, and positioning Chieftain 
to begin plant site grading and foundation construction 
in the summer of 2012. 

Chieftain is fully permitted to begin this winter 
work program immediately and is expecting completion 
by April 2012. 

The interim water treatment plant is in the final 
phase of construction at the mine site. The project is 
85% complete, on schedule and on budget with a 
targeted completion date of November 2011. 

JOC Digital Media 

The Canadian Press reported that Xstrata 
Coal has agreed to pay CAD 40 million to 
Cline Mining Corp to acquire 100% of a 
metallurgical coal deposit within the Lossan 
property in north eastern British Columbia. 

The deposit has an estimated 240 million 
tonnes of metallurgical coal. The Lossan 
deposit covers about 3,800 hectares in the 
Peace River coalfield. 

The Canadian Press 

TULSEQUAH CHIEF MINE 

OCTOBER 2011 

Vancouver-based Cardero Resource Group announced a deal that will see it acquire 100 per cent of 
the Trefi Metallurgical Coal deposit in the Peace River Coal field near Chetwynd. 

The deposit is comprised of 15 coal licenses and three license application areas totalling 9,437 hectares 
located about 30 kilometres southeast of Chetwynd. Under the terms of the deal, Cardero will initially pay 
$3.5 million in cash, as well as buy 500,000 common shares and warrants to buy another one million shares at 
a price of $1.40 per share for 18 months after closing an exchange for a 50 per cent stake in the of Trefi Coal 
Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of Anglo Pacific Group PLC. Once a bankable feasibility study 
is complete and if Cardero decides to move ahead with the project, the company will pay an additional $5 
million and purchase an additional one million shares for the remaining stake in Trefi. 

Demand for steelmaking coal is Asia, and particularly China, is driving the recent flurry of activity in the 
coal fields of northeast British Columbia, including some recent acquisitions. For example, back in April, U.S.
-based Walter Energy Inc. completed its $3.2 billion (US) acquisition of Vancouver-based Western 
Coal Corp. 

www.mile0city.ca 

CARDERO RESOURCE GROUP  
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Forestry 

LUMBER EXPORTS TO CHINA 
British Columbia has broken another record in lumber exports to China this year - with shipments already 

surpassing 2010's final year-end record total. 
According to the latest international merchandise trade data released by Statistics Canada, lumber exports 

over the first eight months of the year from B.C. to China, including Hong Kong, total $746 million. For all of 
2010, B.C's lumber exports to the country were worth $687 million. 

The record lumber export numbers have resulted in thousands of jobs in B.C. and the re-opening of mills 
in towns like Ladysmith and Mackenzie. 

B.C. is also breaking records with respect to overall merchandise exports to China and Hong Kong. Over 
the first eight months of 2011, overall exports are worth almost $3.4 billion, an increase of more than $1 
billion or 42% compared with the pace set over the same period in 2010. 
Quick Facts: 
y In August 2011 the value of lumber exports to China was worth $81 million, an increase of $17 

million or 27% compared with the same month in 2010. 
y Volume of lumber exports for the month totalled 596,000 cubic metres, an increase of 187,000 cubic 

metres or 46% compared with volume in August 2010. 
y Final year-end merchandise exports to China in 2010 totalled $4.3 billion. 

Government of BC News Release 
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PEACE DISTRICT HIGHWAY PROJECTS NOW COMPLETE 
Key projects now complete and funded through the Oil and Gas Rural Road Improvement Program 

include: 
y Tate Creek Area roads: Strengthened and seal-coated approximately seven km of South Tate Creek 

Road, 2.5 km of Lansfried Road and 3.8 km of North Tate Creek Road. 
y Bear Mountain Road upgrades: Drainage improvements, gravelling and base repairs for 

approximately 3.6 km. Delivered using local equipment and operators. 
y South Peace miscellaneous side roads paving: First-time hard surfacing of the Rolla community side 

road network and of various Dawson Creek area subdivision roads including South Dawson Road 
(1.4 km), Patterson Road (2.9 km), Kendrew Road (0.6 km), Imperial Road (0.2km), Micro Road (0.7 
km), Friesen Road (0.8 km) and Willow Valley Estate Road (0.3 km). Overlay pave the Windrem 
Creek Bridge. 

Additional South Peace projects now complete: 
y Highway 2 Corridor Improvements: Intersection improvements at Pouce Park and Old Edmonton 

Highway along the Highway 2 corridor near Pouce Coupe. Other improvements include corridor 
lighting enhancements from Pouce Coupe to Old Edmonton Highway, slide remediation and 
drainage, and access improvements to the Pouce Coupe Park. Delivered using local equipment and 
operators. 

y Monkman Park Road: Improved access to Monkman Park, including gravelling, grading, and base 
stabilization. Delivered using local equipment and operators. 

y Highway 97, Highway 2 and DGR Paving: Resurface the Highway 97/Dangerous Goods Route 
(DGR) intersection in Dawson Creek and resurface sections of the DGR between Highway 97 and 
Highway 2. Resurface segments of Highway 2/8th St. through Dawson Creek. Resurface segments of 
Highway 2 south of Pouce Coupe. 

y Highway 97S/DGR Intersection Improvement: Intersection improvement including full signalization 
and acceleration lane. 

y Highway 97N West Pine Overpass: Grade reduction of Highway 97N at the West Pine Overpass, to 
increase clearance for industrial traffic. 

y Highway 97 - Browns Road 247 to Road 223: Hot-in-Place Recycle 20 km of Highway 97 between 
Rd 247 and Rd 223, west of Dawson Creek. 

y South Peace Gravel Program: Upgrade and strengthen existing road structures and perform brushing 
on various roads impacted by oil and gas industrial traffic. Delivered using local equipment and 
operators through the ministry's Hired Equipment Program. 

y South Peace Dust Control: Apply dust control on various roads impacted by the oil and gas industry. 
y Braden Road Phase 2: Completion of Phase 2 project that began in 2010. Widen, strengthen and 

double seal-coat approximately 9 km of Braden Road from Road 244 grid end of pavement south to 
Road 218M. 

y Magusin Road Preferred Route - Phase 2: Intersection improvement of Highway 97/Magusin Road 
and the widening, base strengthening and hard surfacing of Magusin Road (3.7 km) to support the 
preferred routing program for oil and gas industry traffic. Delivered using local equipment and 
operators. 

y Highway 97 Bennett Creek to Link Creek: Realigned and reconstructed of approximately 11 km of 
Highway 97, 83 km southeast of Chetwynd and built two new bridges. 

y Crack-sealing at various locations along Highway 29S, Highway 52N, Highway 52E, Highway 97 
and Dangerous Goods Route. 

Government of BC News Release 
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Upgrades to the 13th Street and Alaska Avenue intersection in Dawson Creek are now complete, making 
driving safer and easier for motorists and improving the safety of pedestrians and cyclists. 

Signals were added to the intersection, and include an emergency vehicle pre-empt at the lights due to the 
proximity of fire, police and ambulance services nearby. The intersection was also realigned on the north and 
south side of 13th Street and Alaska Avenue. 

The project was a partnership between the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure and the City of 
Dawson Creek, each contributing half of the $600,000 project costs. 

This project is part of the more than $54 million the Province has invested in highway and road 
improvement projects in the South Peace in 2011-12, including more than $19 million funded through the Oil 
and Gas Rural Road Improvement Program. 

www.mile0city.ca 
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INTERSECTION UPGRADE COMPLETE 
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TRANSIT SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS 
Dawson Creek residents will have the chance to take a 'sneak peek' at the service enhancements made to 

the city's transit system. 
Late October, BC Transit representatives presented two new transit improvements to City Council and 

concerned citizens, in consideration of an assessment review done in April 2011 resulting from customer 
complaints about previous changes. 

At the time, city council motioned to adopt Option 1 with a unanimous vote. 
An online survey has now been posted on the BC Transit website for riders and citizens alike to review 

the changes and provide feedback before the new plans be implemented this coming February. 
Mayor Mike Bernier and Peace River South MLA and Transportation and Infrastructure Minister Blair 

Lekstrom expressed the importance of community response to forthcoming changes made to the bus system. 
"It is really important to me that 

the local community has the 
opportunity to provide input into the 
transit they receive in Dawson 
Creek," said Lekstrom. "Transit 
services should always match the 
needs of the community. 

"The City of Dawson Creek is 
encouraged by the continued positive 
working relationship with BC Transit 
to collectively ensure the service best 
meets the service best meets the 
needs of our community and our 
residents." 

The service changes expected to 
be made include the addition of a 
third route, as well as minor changes 
to the pre-existing Northside and 
Southside routes. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SITE C POTENTIAL 
Dawson Creek residents can expect to see an influx of people into the city if the Site C dam is built, said 

Mayor Mike Bernier. 
He expects workers who bring their families to Dawson Creek will want to buy houses in the area. 
"Site C could be seven to 10 years of employment for a lot of people.  "They won't be living in hotels - 

you move for that kind of job." 
Work camps will likely be set up around Fort St. John, but he expects people with families to want to 

move to Dawson Creek because of the city's reputation for being family-friendly. 
"We have the amenities and great lifestyle here that really caters to families." 
If Site C goes through, the mayor plans to promote Dawson Creek as a great place for families to live. 
"Families may want to move to Dawson Creek for a few years, but I expect a lot of them will stay here 

permanently." 
Facilities like the EnCana Events Centre and the Kalvin Cruk Centre for the Arts will make choosing to 

live in the city easier, he said. 
Although Fort St. John is closer to where Site C would be built, it will only take around 35 minutes to 

drive to the area from Dawson Creek, Bernier said. 
Business opportunities for shuttling workers to Site C will be available for entrepreneurs, he said. 
White buses can already be seen picking up oil and gas workers in Dawson Creek and driving them to 

sites out of town. 
Site C is a proposed third dam on the Peace River, located seven kilometres southwest of Fort St. John. 
B.C. Hydro is currently in the environmental assessment stage - the third stage in a five-stage process. 
The total cost of the dam is slated to be $7.9 billion, including all material, labour and seismic safety and 

environmental upgrades. 
It would be a source of cost-effective electricity for 450,000 homes per year in B.C. for more than 100 

years, according to the crown corporation.  It says the province's electricity demands will grow up to 40% over 
the next 20 years due to industrial activity and a growing population. 

Site C would generate 35% of the energy produced by at the W.A.C. Bennett Dam, with only five per cent 
of the reservoir area.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Thirteen restaurants in they city are taking part in the third annual Candlelight Conservation Dinner 
powered by BC Hydro. 

The province-wide initiative aims to show people how easy it is to save energy while doing everyday 
tasks, such as eating with friends. 

More than 100 restaurants from 19 communities are participating in the green event. 
This is Dawson Creek's first time, but the list of restaurants beats larger cities, including Fort St. John, 

Prince George, West Vancouver, North Vancouver, Whistler and Richmond. 
Mayor Mike Bernier and the rest of council drew names of participating restaurants to dine at. He said he 

wouldn't be having a romantic candlelit dinner with his wife because she's out of town. Instead the mayor will 
chow down with friends. 

Participating restaurants are given a free energy assessment and a high-efficient spray valve for the 
kitchen by BC Hydro. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

CANDLELIGHT CONSERVATION DINNER 
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AIRPORT SUSTAINABILITY 
Concerned citizens and stakeholders alike met at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre to participate in a 

round-table discussion surrounding the sustainability of the airport. The city hired planners from McElhanney 
Consulting Services and Patricia Maloney & Associates to consider the concerns of residents, answer questions, 
and take suggestions. 

The airport is one of the top strategic priorities identified by council, and the discussions hopes to 
determine goals the community has for the airport and possible economic opportunities surrounding it. 

"From a community perspective, I know council was very adamant about making this one of our top 
strategic priorities for this year because the airport is fundamental in so many ways... planning around that is 
very important. Because we know that if we do this right our community is going to grow and it will grow a lot. 
This is an essential part of that and we hear that loud and clear from local business and even businesses in 
Alberta," Mayor Mike Bernier said. 

The discussion aims to help planners Gregory Mitchell and Patricia Maloney identify the community's 
goals and missions for the airport. They will consider challenges and strengths and then make recommendations 
on how the city should proceed and suggest actionable items the city can do to move towards their goals for the 
airport. 

The meeting discussed issues such as how the city can attract airplane companies, what other city's have 
done to attract those companies, how we can improve the airport, how the pilot's lounge needs work and how 
upgrading it can attract more pilots, and the costs and process of lengthening the airstrip to accommodate larger 
planes. 

Right now, Dash-8 model airplanes, which can hold approximately 50 people are the biggest types of 
airplanes regulated to land on the Dawson's 5,000 foot airstrip. Lengthening it another 1,000 feet would cost 
approximately $8 I3 million, lengthening it an additional 500 feet would not only need funding for actually 
paving the strip but also require the purchase of more land. 

Northeast News 

NO VACANCY 
Hotels in Dawson Creek are packed to the brim, even with the warm summer months well into the past. 
Oil and gas companies are fervently booking rooms in hotels for their employees, said Mayor Mike 

Bernier.  This causes room prices to skyrocket compared to hotels in other cities of Dawson Creek's size. 
Bernier said the trend has been around for the last few years, but seems to be more drastic this year.  "I've 

talked to people who work in the Dawson Creek area who are forced to stay in Chetwynd or Fort St. John." 
Oil and gas companies often book a dozen rooms in a single hotel to ensure their employees have a place 

to stay, they mayor said. These rooms sometimes sit vacant until workers show up. 
Several new hotels have been built in the city over the last five years.  Construction of a new Holiday Inn 

near the EnCana Events Centre will help ease the burden. It's slated to open within the next few months. 
A four-storey, 30-room addition will also be added to the existing Pomeroy Hotel. 
He expects hotels in Dawson Creek to remain full well into the winter. 
Two hotel companies are deciding whether to build in the city. They want to ensure that Dawson Creek 

will continue to be busy. 
Bernier said the area will continue to grow well into the future. 
"If Site C comes in, the area will become much busier and we'll definitely need more rooms." 
Still, he said the low vacancy problem is better than not having enough business in town, like other 

communities are currently experiencing. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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TRANSIT SYSTEM CHANGES 
BC Transit Senior Regional Managers Todd Dupuis and Johann van Schaik were in Dawson Creek to 

present a service review of the city's bus system to city council and citizens. 
The review emerged from adverse effects associated with prior changes implemented to the system in 

April of this year. 
Those changes were made with the intention of accommodating residents of Driver House located on 17 

Street and the surrounding area. However, according to the report the alterations adversely affected many 
passengers and were the source of several complaints to the city and BC Transit. 

It was found that passengers were forced to make transfers for certain trips, when prior outings to similar 
destinations only required one bus. Furthermore, changes to the system dramatically reduced the annual 
service hours from 9,300 to 6,800 hours. 

Issues stemming from the changes included increased trip time, poor connections for transfers, reduced 
service for seniors and complicated routing to accommodate school routes. 

The end result was two proposed restructuring plans developed by BC Transit to address the major issues. 
"The plan has two components," said van Schaik. "It has got a short-term component and a longer-term 

component, but the inherent difference between the two components is the way the transit services are 
delivered."    

Although final decisions about service operations are still pending, City Council has motioned to 
implement Option 1, which BC Transit hopes to adopt by February of next year with a two- to three-year trial 
period. 

Mayor Mike Bernier did add however, that council wanted to ensure that communication between all 
parties improved so that in the future, riders know what changes are to come.  

Option 1 is a short-term restructuring of the pre-existing system focused primarily on maintaining 
ridership. 

The current system, which relies on two routes, Route 1-Northside and Route 2-Southside - which run in 
counter-clockwise and clockwise directions respectively- will for the most part remain as is, with minor 
changes to the Southside route. Nonetheless, a third route described as a central route will be added.  

Route 3 will run in a counter-clock-wise direction from the Co-op Mall to the Dawson Mall, to the 
Hospital, up 13 Street, past No Frills, looping back toward Driver House, past the High School, past the 
Hospital and Dawson Mall again before returning to the Co-op Mall. 

This option will improve service for seniors along 13 Street to major destinations, better accommodate 
students at peak hours, and improve transfer efficiency between while minimizing travel time. 

Different scenarios of service hours are still in consideration, nonetheless, riders may see an increase in 
annual service hours returning to original hours of operation experienced before the changes made in April, 
with buses running from 7:00 a.m. to as late as 9:00 p.m. At full operation Route 3 would include 22 weekday 
trips and Saturday trips starting at 9:20 a.m. ending at 8:15 p.m. 

The longer-term option on the table would replace existing long and circuitous one-way loops with direct 
two-way routes to link major destinations and reduce trip times. It will include three routes with Route 1 
running from Rotary Manor down primarily 8 Street with a detour through downtown to City Hall and the 
Hospital before returning back to 8 Street to make the loop at Wal-Mart. 

Route 2 will begin at Crescent Park School to cut across town down 13 Street to Dawson Mall. 
The final route will service the southern half of Dawson Creek by starting at Co-op Mall, following 103 

Avenue and 102 Avenue past City Hall, down 17 Street, past South Peace High School and Northern Lights 
College, before ending at the Casino and Multiplex. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Dawson Creek entrepreneurs now have an easier time starting and running businesses with the launch of 
BizPal, an online business permit and license service that saves time on paperwork. 

Dawson Creek joins 98 other communities across B.C. that offer the online service. 
The service is designed to cut down the paperwork burden and red tape that small business owners 

encounter. 
But BizPal won't work for all prospective business owners, said Mayor Mike Bernier. 
"A  lot of times people like to come in and speak to someone face-to-face, so they can have all their 

questions answered and make sure they do it properly." 
Still, he welcomes the service to Dawson Creek. 
"I welcome any opportunity we have to make it easier for businesses to come to the community." 
Getting a business license is easy in Dawson Creek, he said. 
"Being a community our size, it's quite easy for someone to walk into city hall and fill out a business 

licence. It takes about five minutes." 
But the service can be useful for businesses with head offices out of town, Bernier said. 
There are around 1,100 business licenses in Dawson Creek. 
Oil and gas companies and service sector companies catering to them are currently applying for the most 

licenses in the city. 
But the bulk of businesses in Dawson Creek are small scale, sometimes home based businesses, Bernier 

said. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

BIZPAL 

Council voted to work with the library board to arrange public meetings in order to hear the perspectives 
of library users and other citizens around three facility options being considered. 

The options are being considered as the library looks at how it will accommodate a large and growing 
demand for its services, and to address deficiencies in the current design - specifically, the lack of access to the 
second floor for patrons with mobility issues and families with strollers. 

As the report from staff indicates, there is no issue with a lack of usage at the library. The number of 
individuals holding library cards actually exceeds the municipal population - in 2006, there were 14,286 
cardholders as compared to the municipal population of 11,094, and as of yearend 2011, it is anticipated that 
there will be 17,427 card holders compared to a population of 12,097. The library board projects that by 2016 
there will be 19,914 card holders, or 1.49 times the projected municipal population. 

One option would be to leave the building as is - with a few repairs for operational and safety reasons - 
which would still result in about $165,000 in facility costs over the next two years.  

A second option would be to upgrade the facility to 2006 Building Code requirements, which would 
effectively increase space availability by making the second floor more accessible via an elevator, among 
other upgrades. It is estimated those upgrades would cost between $1 million to $1.2 million over and above 
the $165,000 identified in the first option. 

A third option would be to construct a brand new, two-storey, 14,000 square foot library of heavy timber 
or structural steel framing and situated on a pile and grade beam foundation. It is estimated the total cost for 
the construction of a new building would be about $3.5 million. 

No dates have been set for public consultations, but it is expected those meetings would take place before 
next year's municipal budget deliberations conclude. 
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GRANTS-IN-LIEU 
Sixty-four communities across British Columbia will share $16.9 million in compensation for municipal 

property taxes. 
Grants-in-lieu of property taxes are distributed as a way to reimburse municipalities for services that 

benefited government properties, such as sewers, roads and fire protection. The amounts paid are based on the 
assessed value of the properties and the municipality's tax rate. 

In accordance with the Municipal Aid Act, a grant-in-lieu is payable on land owned by the provincial 
government, such as courthouses, provincial government office buildings, ambulance stations and warehouses. 
It is not provided for highways, forests, parks or land under the control, management or administration of a 
Crown corporation. Schools and hospitals are also exempt from paying municipal property taxes and will not 
receive a grant-in-lieu. 

Each municipality distributes a portion of the funds to its regional district, and those governments use the 
money to help pay for local services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government of BC News Release  

ASSESSMENT ROLE INCREASES 
A preview of the property assessment roll for 2012 shows that Dawson Creek continues to see property 

values rise mainly due to new construction. 
The preview assessment roll, which was received earlier this month by the City of Dawson Creek, shows 

that overall assessment values increased by 5.93 per cent compared to 5.78 per cent for 2011. 
The total residential assessment increased by $44.7 million, or 4.9 per cent compared to 2011. The 

average assessed value for a single family dwelling increased to $219,424 from $206,761 in 2011, or 6.12 per 
cent, and the number of folios (properties) increased by 33, or 0.76 per cent. 

The total commercial assessment increased by $27.9 million, or 9.09 per cent, over 2011. The average 
commercial assessment increased to $344,709 from $310,589 in 2011, or 10.99 per cent, though the number of 
folios decreased by six, or 0.62 per cent. 

New construction (non-market changes) made up nearly 70 per cent of the residential assessment increase 
and about 84 per cent of the commercial assessment increase compared to about 55 per cent and 48 per cent, 
respectively, in 2011. 

Shelly Woolf, chief financial officer for the City of Dawson Creek, stated the data shows that assessment 
growth is strong and stable and that the investment climate is still positive in the city. 

The final details on assessment changes are only available after Dec. 31 when the 2012 completed roll is 
received. The City of Dawson Creek will use that completed roll to set 2012 tax rates. 
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Dawson Creek $121,168.81  

Fort St. John $104,162.43  

Northern Rockies (RD) $44,570.25 
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With forthcoming ad campaigns intended to promote the job market in Northern B.C., the provincial 
government has expressed its support for the growing economy in the region. 

This comes as a welcome sight to Mayor Mike Bernier. However, he cautions those looking north for 
employment to do their homework. 

"It's nice to see the provincial government is recognizing the fact that there is so much work up here and 
we need people," said Bernier regarding the B.C Government's new campaign to encourage jobless to seek 
work in the north, publicly announced by Premier Christy Clark as part of the government's new jobs plan. 

The biggest concern for Dawson Creek, said Bernier, is that despite the amount of jobs available in the 
city, those looking to move here for work need to know that the city is short on housing accommodations. 

"There is not a lot of rental vacancy out there, the hotels are all full," said Bernier. "If people feel they can 
get on a bus and come to Dawson Creek, and get a high paying job and find a place to live they might be in for 
a bit of a shock." 

Anyone interested in working in the region should do their research first, and hopefully find a job before 
making the move north, cautioned Bernier.  "It is one of the downsides of having a hot economy." 

Meeting the growing demand on the city is one of the challenges confronting the municipal government, 
said Bernier, who noted it is the city's job to make sure land is available for development and encourage 
private developers and homebuilders to come to town and build. 

"When the province says go North and prosper, we are hoping not only for people expecting to get into 
trades like the oil and gas industry, but hopefully there are people who are thinking I'll go up there and build 
some houses and apartments as well," explained Bernier, who made note of the fact that the demand for 
workers varies throughout the job market. 

"The highest demands I hear right now is two-fold, it's either the trades people and labourers working in 
the oil and gas sector, but even right down to the hospitality and service industry as the city grows." 

The provincial government's B.C. Labour Market Outlook for 2010-2020 indicates the Northeast region 
has the highest expectation of demand for workers in the province over the next 10 years, a demand far 
exceeding the growth of the labour force. 

It's expected the region will experience a 1.7 per cent annual increase in job demand growth this decade - 
a number above the provincial average of 1.4 per cent - a result of major projects planned for the area having 
significant impact on the Northeast labour market. The labour force itself is expected to increase 1.4 per cent 
annually over the same period. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

PROVINCE PROMOTES NEBC EMPLOYMENT 

The average assessed price of a house in Dawson Creek will climb again next year. 
A typical single-family dwelling will increase six per cent from $206,761 to $219,424, according to the 

City of Dawson Creek. 
The price of commercial properties is predicted to jump even more. Investors will pay 11 per cent more 

for a business building, as the average price increases from $310,589 to $344,709. 
"What this data shows is that the assessment growth is strong and stable and that the investment climate is 

still strong in the city," says a report to city council. 
The total residential assessment in Dawson Creel increased by around $45 million (five per cent) 

compared to 2011, while the total commercial assessment increased by around $28 million (nine per cent). 
Alaska Highway News 

PROPERTY VALUES INCREASE 
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A community energy manager is being hired for Dawson Creek to help the city reach off-track green use 
gas emissions targets. The position will be contracted for a year and is completely funded by BC Hydro. The 
energy manager will be filling in where city staff doesn't have the expertise, including understanding energy 
consumption, opportunities for savings in city-owned buildings and establishing policies. 

No taxpayer money will go towards the position, said the city's director of community services Berry 
Reynard. 

Dawson Creek is not on-track to meet its 2012 greenhouse gas emission targets, a city report says. The 
city would like green house emissions to drop 14 per cent below 2007 levels by 2012, 33 per cent by 2020 and 
a further 85 per cent drop by 2050. 

The city is committed to being carbon neutral by 2012 under the Climate Action Charter. It will likely 
have to purchase offsets to meet its commitment. 

Without taking any further action to reduce Dawson Creek's green house gas emissions, the offset liability 
will be $89,650. 

The city could reduce the amount spent on offsets by completing energy-saving projects, such as better 
roof insulation for the two arenas and installing solar hot water systems in municipal buildings. 

Around 60 per cent of Dawson Creek's community emissions are from transportation, 35 per cent from 
buildings and one per cent from solid waste. 

The energy manager will help make both city and privately owned buildings more energy efficient. 
"Private people building homes could learn ways of working with contractors and better, more efficient 

ways of installing anything from hot water tanks to toilets," said Reynard. 
The city is planning to install a biomass project at the EnCana Events Centre, which will cut emissions 

from city-owned assets by about 50 per cent, Reynard said. 
City staff are waiting for the permit for the project to be approved. 
The cost of the biomass project won't be known until planning for the project is further along, Reynard 

said. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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ENERGY MANAGER 

REAL ESTATE MARKET RANKED 6TH 
A report by the Real Estate Investment Network has Dawson Creek as one of the top regions that will 

outperform others in B.C. over the next three to five years. Top British Columbia Investment Towns 2011 
ranks Dawson Creek's real estate market in sixth place, behind only Surrey, Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows, 
Kamloops, Abbotsford and Fort St. John. 

The report analyzed real estate opportunities in cities across the province. Its criteria included growing 
population and what's being done to handle that growth, as well as employment levels. 

"While the local economy looks diverse, the natural gas industry will have an impact on the city's growth. 
It is imperative that anyone investing in the city or other areas of northeast BC understand the inevitable 
cycles of gas exploration," according to Don Campbell, president of REIN. "For the investor, the cyclical 
nature of the city can make property management challenging at times. There is a lot of potential in the 
Dawson Creek real estate market if you are willing to provide hands on management and you have a long term 
view." 

Fort St. John was ranked just one above Dawson Creek, in fifth place. The rest of the top 11 include 
Kelowna, Comox Valley, Penticton, Prince George and Vancouver. 
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WATER TRUCK FILLING STATION 
Dawson Creek city council will proceed with borrowing up to $1 million to construct a truck filling 

station as part of a reclaimed water facility after receiving the assent of voters through an electoral response 
form process. 

The truck filling station will act as the distribution system for the City of Dawson Creek's portion of the 
treated effluent water that will be produced once the ongoing construction of a new waste water treatment 
plant is complete. Under the terms of an agreement with Shell Canada, Shell will be allocated the first 3,400 
cubic metres of treated effluent water per day in exchange for providing $9.75 million towards construction of 
the treatment facility. The City of Dawson Creek would be entitled to the next 1,100 cubic metres per day, and 
would be responsible for contributing $1.5 million towards necessary upgrades to the treatment system, an 
estimated $200,000 annually to operate and maintain the treatment facility, and will cover the full cost to build 
the truck filling station. 

Once the truck fill station is built, industry users will be able to purchase the effluent water much in the 
same way as they purchase bulk potable water now. The rate charged by the City of Dawson Creek for that 
product has not yet been decided, said Woolf, but she said they will look at incorporating the cost of 
borrowing into that rate to recoup those costs over the next 10 years. The annual debt servicing cost for the 
loan is estimated at just over $188,000, based on an interest rate of four percent. 

As for the overall progress of the reclaimed water project, Greg Dobrowolski, special projects manager 
for the City said construction of the treatment plant remains on budget, as it is a fixed-price contract, but is 
about five days behind schedule, though the contractor is looking to change construction plans to get back on 
schedule. He said it is anticipated to be complete by middle of next February, and then commissioned and 
operational by the end of February. 

However, he said not much can happen with the construction of the truck filling station if the ground is 
frozen, so depending on the weather, that part of the project won't be completed until the end of next April. 

www.mile0city.ca 

Pouce Coupe is saving money for additional spaces to store decreased residents' ashes in the village's 
cemetery. 

Pouce Coupe's current columbarium won't provide enough room for future urns, said Mayor Lyman 
Clark. 

When units are sold, the money is put into a fund that will go towards a new columbarium when the 
current one is full. 

The current $45,000-structure was donated by the Pouce Coupe Community Foundation earlier this year. 
Residents have to buy a space in the columbarium, in the same way burial plots must be purchased. 
"The money is put aside specifically for this, so it's not used for other things, like paving the streets," 

Clark said. 
He said cremation has become a growing preference for Pouce Coupe residents. 
Coun. Larry Fynn said the village's columbarium, which is made of granite, marble and aluminum, is the 

nicest one in the Peace Region, adding the only one similar is located in Winnipeg. 
It has 120 spaces that can hold up to 240 urns. The doors of each niche can be engraved with the names of 

the deceased. 
Alaska Highway News 
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2012 EXPECTED TO BE POSITIVE FOR CITY 
Dawson Creek's Mayor Bernier looks ahead to 2012 

Mayor Mike Bernier is predicting core infrastructure, debt management, water security and moving 
forward with a plan for the airport will be key priorities for the City of Dawson Creek in 2012. The newly-
elected council will set their priorities during strategic planning sessions early in January, but Bernier said he 
wouldn't be surprised if those issues were at the top of the list, as they have been for several years. He said he 
will be excited to see the completion of two major capital projects in the New Year - the Calvin Kruk Centre 
for the Arts and the Water Reclamation Project - but he said he believes council's focus will shift away from 
larger projects and focus on debt reduction and core infrastructure such as roads and sidewalks. 

"Council has not alluded to any big projects," he said. "It seems like council is really focused on spending 
the next year or two worrying not only about debt reduction, but making sure we keep on top of our roads and 
sidewalks. I have a strong feeling those will be quite high up on the list when we go through strategic 
priorities." 

He cited the Sewer Master Plan, which will be forthcoming late next year, as an example of that focus. 
As for economic opportunities in the coming year, Bernier said there is every indication that Dawson 

Creek and the surrounding region will continue to see a boon from energy and natural resource development, 
and not just from natural gas, but from wind energy and the potential for another dam on the Peace River. 

He said with that economic activity, there will no doubt continue to be pressure put on housing in the city, 
and he said council will have to continue making the case to developers for affordable, multi-unit rental 
housing. He said while council is not in a position to directly invest in housing, they can look for efficiencies 
and incentives through zoning bylaws and the official community plan to encourage that development, and he 
cited recent changes to zoning bylaws that have allowed for more housing options. 

The Mayor said tourism will continue to be a big part of the local economy in 2012, and he said he is very 
encouraged to see the number and variety of events scheduled for the EnCana Events Centre. 

"When you look at everything from comedy to curling to rock bands, it's going to be another good year at 
the Events Centre, and that's really important in bringing people into the community," he said. 

As for the highlights of 2011, Bernier said he has been struck by the positive feedback he has received 
about the investment climate that has been created in Dawson Creek. 

"I think one of the biggest highlights is how we continue to get provincial and federal recognition as a city 
that is one of the best places to invest," he said. "When you look at the way our community is growing and the 
positive feedback we're getting, that's a real highlight for us as a council, because we have to continue to be 
looking for ways to attract businesses and people. The development this year has been right up there as one of 
our top years, and it's nice to now there's confidence in the economy of the area." 

www.mile0city.ca 

The City of Dawson Creek will pay nearly $135,000 to an engineering consulting firm to develop a plan 
for assessing the vulnerabilities of the city's sewer system. 

City council approved a recommendation from staff to award a contract to Kerr Wood Leidal to develop a 
Sewer Master Plan. The plan is not only to identify sewer infrastructure that is in need of repair, but also to 
provide a complete model of the sewer system, integrate the infrastructure into a geographic information 
system (GIS) and develop a five to 10-year capital plan for infrastructure upgrades . 

Development of the plan is expected to commence early next year and take 10 to 12 months to complete. 
It will be funded through the sewer utility fund. 

www.mile0city.ca  
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No new cost-sharing, but more accountability for municipalities in new RCMP contract 
While British Columbia municipalities won't like everything about the new agreement that has been 

reached in principle between the provincial government and Public Safety Canada regarding RCMP services 
in British Columbia, they should be pleased with the new accountability measures, said the chief 
administrative officer for the City of Dawson Creek. Up until last year, Jim Chute had served as one of the 
Peace region's two representatives on a local government working group that was advising the provincial 
government's contract renewal team for most of the previous five years. Chute said while the agreement 
announced last week does not contain any changes to the overall funding formula for policing, it does give 
municipalities more control over the items that drive costs up. 

"Basically what municipalities are getting is the right to be consulted, and considerably more 
predictability to make their budgets, but no relief from the fact that policing is going to continue to be 25 to 40 
per cent of many municipal budgets," he said. 

In Dawson Creek, local taxpayers pay 70 per cent of policing costs, while the federal government pays the 
balance. Total policing costs, both operational and capital, account for about one-third of the city's budget, 
though Chute noted some new staff members have joined the detachment recently and building upgrades have 
been made this year. He said while that formula remains 
the same, municipalities can now negotiate with the RCMP 
over administrative and capital costs. 

"That's things like wages for an RCMP member, 
technological costs when systems are changed as they 
have recently been, equipment costs, buildings and 
vehicles," he said. "There had been no consultation with 
either the Province or the municipalities before decisions 
were made that were going to significantly increase costs. 
Under the new system, there will be a full consultation 
process around any proposed cost changes. There will be 
a committee set up that monitors the application of the 
contract." 

Chute was referring to the proposed Contract 
Management Committee (CMC) that will include 
representation from all three levels of government to 
oversee how the RCMP delivers police services and how 
costs are managed. He added the RCMP has agreed to 
more oversight from the Province and municipalities on 
other issues related to the public interest. 

The tentative agreement includes a two-year opt-out 
clause and a five-year review. The provincial government 
states more details of the agreement will be released when 
appropriate. Chute said there are still several provisions in 
the contract that all parties agree are vague and need to be 
rewritten, and he expects those details will be finalized 
shortly. 
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New construction continues to bolster Dawson Creek's economy 
This year looks to be another strong one for growth in Dawson Creek, specifically for new businesses and 

housing units. 
As of the end of November, the City of Dawson Creek issued 214 new business licenses this year, 

including 15 new oilfield-related businesses. The total number of business licenses issued, which includes 
annual renewals, has been rising steadily from the 1,001 that were issued in 2006 to the 1,205 that were issued 
last year, and while this year's total has yet to be finalized, it has likely risen again, said Kevin Henderson, 
director of infrastructure and sustainable development for the City. 

"The trend is that it has been going up, and with how much activity we have here, I would daresay it has 
probably increased again," he said. 

Those new licenses generated just over $26,000 in revenue, which Henderson said helps cover the cost of 
administrative functions such as building inspections. 

The City issued nine building permits in November for work valued at nearly $4.8 million. Henderson 
said that figure was really boosted by a couple of big projects - an addition to the Pomeroy Hotel, and a new 
truck shop being built at 2605 95 Avenue. Those permits generated just over $31,000 in revenue, which he 
said again goes into covering the cost of administrative functions for his department. 

As of November, the total value of construction related to the 131 building permits issued was over $49 
million, which is not quite the record of over $58 million set last year, but still quite impressive, said 
Henderson. 

"We're probably going to break $50 million (this year), which will be our second-highest year, or very 
close to it," he said. "It's been coming up every year, and it just speaks to how busy it is around town and 
what's going on with the economy." 

There were also 88 new dwelling units built in the city this year as of the end of November, including 37 
single-family homes, 20 duplexes (two dwelling units each), one triplex and one four-plex (three and four 
units each, respectively), and four secondary suites. Henderson said he is not sure how that compares to the 
demand for new housing in the city, but he said 
it does indicate a trend towards more 
affordable, multi-family rental housing. 

"I would say this is the first I've seen 
where we've had more duplexes than single-
family dwellings, so it has definitely been a 
shift and a response to the need that's out 
there," he said. 

He added given the revenue opportunities 
available to homeowners now that secondary 
suites are legal dwellings following a bylaw 
change by council last year, he expects to see 
more of those units being built next year. 

He also noted there were only seven 
official community plan (OCP)/zoning 
amendments required so far this year, 
compared to 21 last year, which he said 
indicates the changes made last year to the 
OCP have helped to identify more appropriate 
zones for the different types of developments 
being proposed in the city. 
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AIRPORT SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 

City News 

Dawson Creek city council receives study on airport sustainability 
Council received the Dawson Creek Airport Sustainability Plan that was prepared over the last several 

weeks by McElhanney Consulting Services and Patricia Maloney and Associates. The study includes 
recommendations for improvements to the airport over the short, medium and long-term, with the intention of 
providing better service to users and ensuring that the airport can grow as the city does. 

In the short term (within three years), the consultants recommended moving the pilot's lounge from the 
current trailer unit attached to the terminal building to the NavCan tower next to the terminal, the second floor 
of which is unoccupied and has the necessary amenities to accommodate both a pilot's lounge and airport 
administration offices. The report said pilots have a lot of influence on where a plane will land, specifically in 
regards to private planes, and a new lounge could go a long way to make sure pilots  of private jets continue to 
fly into Dawson Creek. The renovation of the NavCan tower is estimated to cost $20,000. 

There were also recommendations in the short term for increasing marketing of the airport, and 
investigating a new governance model that could involve other municipalities in the region that benefit from 
the airport, at a cost of about $10,000. 

In the mid-term (three to six years), the consultants recommended construction of an airplane hanger and 
expansion of the airport apron to accommodate the maintenance and overnight accommodation of aircraft, at 
an estimated cost of $600,000. Ensuring that aircraft could be secured overnight would allow carriers to offer 
early morning flights out of the city. 

The consultants recommended the City attempt to 
reacquire land adjacent to the airport, and relocate the 
nearby public works yard, in order to generate revenue 
opportunities for the airport through the leasing of that 
land, as well as to accommodate possible future 
expansion of the runway and to limit other 
developments in the area that could restrict what 
planes can fly in and out of the airport. The estimated 
cost for that proposal is $100,000. 

There was also a recommendation for the City to 
hire an economic development officer in the mid-term 
whose responsibilities would include pursuing funding 
and other opportunities for the airport, at a cost of 
$150,000. 

As for expansion of the runway, the consultants 
recommended it wasn't immediately necessary, and 
only in the long term (six years or more) if needed to 
accommodate the safe landing of larger jet airliners. 
They listed several aircraft that can accommodate up 
to 50 passengers and still land safely on the exiting 
5,000-foot runway. A runway expansion of 1,000 to 
1,500 feet is estimated to cost between $8 million and 
$14 million. 

Council referred the study to its 2012 strategic 
planning sessions where councillors will determine 
how to proceed within the scope of next year's budget. 
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ACTION DONATES TO SAFETY COURSES 

NLC EXPANSION 

Students taking H2S Alive and Confined Space courses at Northern Lights College are the beneficiaries 
of a recent donation to the College by Action Health and Safety in Dawson Creek. 

The donation consisted of nine MMR Firehawk air packs and five air tanks that will be used by the 
students taking safety courses offered  through  the Workforce Training/Continuing Education department. 

The equipment allows workers to enter safely into confined spaces with potentially hazardous air. The 
equipment is valued at approximately $25,000. 

"This kind of donation is such a big help to our students and instructors, so we're very grateful to Action 
Health and Safety," said Howard Mayer, dean of Access, Business and International programs at NLC. 

NLC has Workforce Training departments located at each of its campuses in Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, 
Fort Nelson, Fort St. John and Tumbler Ridge.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

On a sunny afternoon, the passive solar heat could certainly be felt in the foyer of Energy House as those 
guests got up to the podium to speak. On his first visit to Dawson Creek, Prime Minister Stephen Harper spoke 
about how fitting it is for a region so abundant in energy resources to have a Centre for Excellence in Clean 
Energy Technology. 

Harper said Energy House is an example of how Canada is becoming "a clean energy superpower." He 
added his government remains committed to having 90% of the country's power generation from non-emitting 
sources by 2020. 

Harper also spoke to the importance of having a new training centre for health care professionals in 
Dawson Creek - the Health Sciences Building - which he noted will train 141 more nursing students in the 
region. 

He said in terms of recruitment and retention of healthcare practitioners in northern communities, that 
responsibility is constitutionally the role of the provincial government. However, he did say this year's federal 
budget did contain some specific incentives to encourage practitioners to relocate to remote, rural an 
underserved communities. 

Premier Clark echoed many of the Prime Minister's comments - both noted how important each facility is 
in creating stable, long-term employment and skilled labour for the province and the country. Clark added the 
new facilities are an example of "a remarkable collaboration between industry, government and the 
community." 

She also spoke to the importance of training new nurses and healthcare assistants right here in the Peace 
region. 

The Premier said it is a huge benefit for northern communities like Dawson Creek to have the facilities 
that allow young people to train closer to their homes, because moving to another community can often be a 
barrier for some to obtaining that education. 

Laurie Rancourt, president of Northern Lights College, said the college was delighted to have the Prime 
Minister, Premier and representatives of all of the partnerships that helped to make Energy House and the 
Health Sciences Building possible on hand to help officially open the facilities. 

The two facilities were funded through a federal-provincial Knowledge Infrastructure Program grant 
worth a total of over $8 million. 
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CLIMBING ROCKS DONATED TO CANALTA SCHOOL 
Canalta Elementary School is thankful to several local businesses and people for providing the students 

with a new addition to its playground. The equipment that was there previously was a wooden playground 
structure that was showing its age. The boards were coming loose, getting broken or splintering. 

The original playground equipment was dedicated to a former student who passed away and Canalta still 
wanted to honor his memory, so the original plaque was returned to the parents of the child and a new plaque 
was made and attached to a new concrete table. 

Without the help of Ron and Lynn Graham, Encana, South Peace Oilmens Society, James and Tanya 
Wilson, Strad Oilfield Rentals, Wilbur Berge, Hart Oilfield Rentals, Erica Hilderman, Pam and Clem Girard, 
the purchase of the climbing rocks would not have been possible, said principal Jim Mah. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Business owners who employ Apprentices in any of several trades disciplines have a unique opportunity 
to play a role in how their employees are trained. 

Northern Lights College is hosting several meetings featuring representatives from two of the Industry 
Training Organizations (ITOs) that establish the training and certification guidelines, monitor training, and 
develop new programs for Apprentices in the province of British Columbia. 

The Transportation Career Development Association (transCDA) and Construction Industry Training 
Organization (CITO) will be holding meetings at each of the Dawson Creek and Fort St. John campuses. 

TransCDA is responsible for programs that include the following offered at NLC: Commercial Transport 
Technician, Heavy Duty Equipment Technician, and Aircraft Maintenance Engineering (AME). CITO 
oversees Apprentices in programs that include the following offered at NLC: Carpentry, Electrician and 
Plumber/Gasfitter. 

NLC offers training and certification in 11 Apprenticeship trades program; and six certified trades 
programs. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

INDUSTRY TRAINING ORGANIZATION MEETINGS 

A generous donation from Talisman Energy Inc. has allowed Northern Lights College to install a 
ventilation system in the new Aboriginal Gathering Space at the Chetwynd Campus. 

The $35,000 donation covers the cost of the equipment and installation. The ventilation equipment allows 
the College to host traditional cultural ceremonies, such as smudging, within the Gathering Space. 

Talisman has been a longtime supporter of Aboriginal education at NLC, including sponsoring a number 
of student awards and bursaries through the NLC Foundation. 

Aboriginal Gathering Spaces have been constructed at the Fort Nelson, Chetwynd, Fort St. John and 
Dawson Creek campuses. The original impetus for the projects came from funding from the Province of 
British Columbia. 

The Gathering Spaces are designed to enhance support services for the growing number of Aboriginal 
students attending at NLC. The Gathering Spaces include study and relaxation areas, kitchen facilities, and 
Aboriginal artwork and themes. The rooms use colours and textures that evoke the four elements - fire, water, 
earth and wind.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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China's Jiangsu Jiao Tong College and Northern Lights College have agreed to work towards a 
programming partnership involving NLC's Aircraft Maintenance Engineering program. 

Representatives from each institution signed a Cooperation Agreement for Development of an Education 
Project in AME, during a visit to NLC's Dawson Creek Campus by four senior administrators from Jiangsu 
College, and two government officials from JiangSu Province. 

Jiangsu College is interested in building an AME program and has approached NLC as a potential partner. 
"They are interested in setting up an AME program in China in the next five years. We're in the beginning 

stages of discussions," said Shelley Nickel, International Education Coordinator at NLC. "They appreciate the 
high standards of Transport Canada certification, and want to have their workers trained to those standards." 

Nickel explained that the first step in a partnership would involve setting up English as a Second 
Language training in China. NLC has offered ESL in China in the past. The ESL training would include 
vocabulary specific to AME, so that students would be prepared for eventual entry into the AME program at 
the Dawson Creek Campus. 

The delegation took a 45-minute tour of the Aerospace Centre, led by AME program chair John Morrison. 
Morrison outlined the format of NLC's 15-month program, and the training and certification received by 
graduates. As well, they met a current international AME student from Macau, China. The delegation also 
visited the Bear Mountain Wind Park and the Fort St John campus. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

NLC & JIANGSU COLLEGE SIGN AGREEMENT 

One hundred forty people were wined and dined at the 4th annual Wine and Books fundraiser, in Pouce 
Coupe. Funds from ticket sales and donated auction items go towards the town's combined municipal public 
library and Pouce Coupe Elementary school's library. 

"The reason why we call it Wine for Books, W-I-N-E is because of the wine with each course, but really 
we're W-H-I-N-E, whining for funds to get books and programs," Barb Smith, chair of the Library Board 
joked. 

In addition to the silent auction, tables were to bid on their waiters, some being volunteer firefighters who 
came in uniform.  "If you want to eat first you bid the highest for the first waiter that comes out and they will 
serve you your wine and your courses throughout the night," Smith said. 

"It's a good cause, good for a good laugh," said volunteer firefighter Clayton Doll, who went topless in an 
effort to raise more money. 

Courtenay Johnston, library director, said with the profits raised from last year the library was able to 
purchase new books, support new programs, and buy media equipment. 

"It helps raise money for new books and programs that we hold in the library such as the summer reading 
program, we offered a make-up program this summer for the teens... From last year's we purchased an Xbox, 
and a TV for the kids so they can come in and play games and stuff...we bought a new film projector so we 
can show outside movies, sort of like a drive in, you can bring your blanket and cuddle up and watch movies 
at night," Johnston said. 

Along with a plethora of books, the library offers computers, programs, couches, and a meeting room. 
"Libraries are not the quiet place where- you come to read a book anymore, it's more of a community 

environment, and we want to provide programs for our kids. Instead of walking the streets in Pouce they have 
a place to go...Whatever the-kids want, we want to have the funds there to provide that for them," Smith said. 

Smith and Johnston would like to thank all 29 of their corporate sponsors and Chef Michael French and 
his first year Northern Lights College students for their time.  
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CANALTA RECEIVES DONATIONS 
The Parents Advisory Council of Canalta Elementary was the recipient of $750 from DC Campbell Recy-

cling, JJ Parslow Consulting, and J Wilson Welding.  The funds were donated by the local businesses to assist 
the Canalta PAC in their Family Fun Carnival fundraiser to purchase an electric sign and more playground 
equipment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

HIGH SCHOOL JOB FAIR 
Dawson Creek Secondary School has organized a unique opportunity for local employers to meet future 

members of the workforce. 
Wednesday, Nov. 2 between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. the school will be holding an inaugural Job Fair for 

students Grades 10 through 12 at Unchagah Hall and the North Court of the South Peace campus. 
"The idea is that we would like employers, if they have jobs that they are seeking out employees for right 

now, to give them an opportunity to advertise those jobs," said Paul Chisholm, Vice-Principal for Dawson 
Creek Secondary School, about the planned meet and greet. 

It is also a chance for employers who may not be offering jobs right now but possibly in the future, to 
share something about their business with students, added Chisholm. 

"When our students start to go out looking for work, the job fair is an opportunity for them to have 
already had those conversations with some-body about jobs, in a relatively safe and comfortable 
environment." 

The fair will also allow employers to put names to faces of potential employees, and give students a 
chance to ask questions about the work place. 

The response from local businesses has been great, said Chisholm, considering the fair is the first they 
have held at the school that Chisholm is aware of. 

"It's going to be a trial run, but there certainly seems to be a lot of interest from employers as the fair is 
something the businesses would definitely like to see hap-pen." 

In total there will be 35 employers attending the event, with a range of industries represented. 
In fact more companies expressed their interest in the fair, but are too busy at the moment to attend, 

according to Chisholm. 
Several food service businesses will be present, as well as retail outlets, and beautician and hospitality 

professionals. 
Members of the public service, such as the City of Dawson Creek, the Corporation of the Village of Pouce 

Coupe, School District #59 and Job Search BC will also be available. 
Students can also expect to see energy, and oil and gas industry representatives, along with numerous auto

-mechanic busi-nesses, which coincides nicely with some of the dual-credit programs offered at Dawson 
Creek Secondary School and its part-nership with Northern Lights College. 

"There certainly seems to be a need in town for mechanics," said Chisholm, who mentioned both the 
heavy-duty mechanic and service-tech courses, among other dual-credit programs. Chisholm described the fair 
as being a good opportunity for those enrolled in those classes to make connections with local mechanic 
shops, or other businesses related to particular areas of study, such as the esthetician and cosmetology courses. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

NOVEMBER 2011 

Education 



- 47 - October  -  December 2011 

NOVEMBER 2011 

Education 

PARAMEDIC TRAINING 
The provincial government is providing just under $686,000 in one-time funding to offer part-time 

paramedic training in Dawson Creek. 
The Province will provide the funding so that the Justice Institute of BC (JIBC) can facilitate the training 

of 15 students through its part-time Primary Care Paramedic program. The funding will allow the JIBC to fund 
two-thirds of those students' tuition costs, with the other one-third covered by the students, although there are 
bursaries and grants available to help cover those costs, said Kathy Harms, acting program director for 
accredited programs with the JIBC's School of Health Sciences. 

She said the part-time program takes longer to complete than the full-time course, with about three weeks 
between workshops, although there are online courses and studying that is required in between those 
workshops. She added the part-time program allows students to maintain employment while they receive the 
training. 

Harms said the training will certify students as primary care paramedics, but they would still need to 
license either in British Columbia or Alberta. She said in this province, primary care paramedics can find 
employment with the BC Ambulance Service, with private companies that service the oil and gas sector, for 
example, or they can decide to pursue further training in specialized areas within the healthcare field. 

She added there will also be an emphasis on those 15 students receiving their practical training in the 
Peace region. 

"We've been working with the BC Ambulance Service and Northern Health Authority to make sure we 
will have clinical placements in that area so that students don't have to travel so far to get those components of 
the program," she said. 

www.mile0city.ca 

PHYSICAL THERAPY CLINICAL TRAINING 
Physical therapy students will gain practical experience and help patients in northern and rural 

communities thanks to a new post-secondary program announced today. 
Through a joint effort by the University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) and the University of 

British Columbia (UBC), government established a northern and rural clinical cohort allowing for 20 physical 
therapy students to complete most of their clinical placements in northern B.C. and rural communities each 
year, with UNBC serving as the clinical education hub. The partnership also will enable all of UBC's physical 
therapy students - 80 in each class -to pursue more of their five-week clinical rotations in the north. 

The first northern and rural cohort will begin their two-year education at UBC's Vancouver campus in 
September 2012, and begin their first placements the following spring. The northern and rural cohort students 
will be selected through revised admissions policies designed to target students with an interest in living and 
working in those areas. In addition, government provided one-time funding to UNBC to build a new physical 
therapy lab that will link by video with three similar labs at UBC. 

Physical therapists are primary health-care professionals who combine knowledge of how the body works 
with specialized hands-on clinical skills to restore, maintain and maximize a patient's strength, function and 
movement. They help people recover mobility after injury, surgery or stroke; enable elderly people to maintain 
their independence; and assist people with chronic conditions, such as cancer or multiple sclerosis, to improve 
their fitness and quality of life. 

Government of BC News Release 
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A contribution from EnCana will help to improve the newly-created Children First Indoor Playground 
inside the Kiwanis Early Learning Hub. 

The company's $5,000 donation will be used to purchase benches for parents, shelving units for boots and 
coats, baby change tables for the bathrooms and infant/toddler slides and toys, said Heidy Kux-Kardos, 
coordinator for Success By 6 and Children First in the South Peace. She added they will also hire a local artist 
to paint a mural with an outdoors theme on the walls surrounding the playground. 

A recent donation from Telus will help keep the indoor playground open longer for children and their 
parents to enjoy. 

Wayne Anderson, a representative of the telecommunications company, presented a cheque for $2,000 to 
Gloria Cleve, early leaning project manager for School District 59, who accepted on behalf of the South Peace 
Building Learning (BLT) Society. The Society is behind the development of the Kiwanis Early Learning Hub, 
a facility with resources for preschool children and their parents to play, learn and grow. 

The centre includes the Children First Indoor Playground, an interactive play environment that is 
available for families with preschool children from Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. The contribution 
from Telus will allow the Society to plan for the indoor playground to be open additional hours. 

www.mile0city.ca 

Dawson Creek is now home to an Early Learning Hub - a place where parents can bring their young 
children to foster their social and brain development. 

The Hub has an indoor playground, a free drop-in program, a day-care, parenting workshops and support 
groups. 

"More and more children are reaching the kindergarten door not ready to succeed - this crosses all 
socioeconomic lines, it has nothing to do with money," said Gloria Cleve, early learning project manager for 
School District 59. 

The Hub is a partnership between the Dawson Creek Kiwanis Club and School District 59. 
A free  morning drop-in program for parents of kids up to preschool age is available every day school is in 

session. Activities available to foster both early learning and bonding are part of the sessions. 
One-on-one and group parenting workshops are available at the Early Learning Hub to support and 

develop stronger parenting capacity. 
For parents who work during the day, a licensed daycare is on premise for children up to three years old. 
The Early Learning Hub also holds Axis Family Resources, which provides diagnostic assessments for 

children with behavioral problems and foster parent support. 
Babysitting will be available while parents who are new to Canada take English classes. 
Healthy eating is a vital part of raising a child, Cleve said. The Hub will have classes on how to cook 

nutritious meals from scratch. 
The Early Learning Hub will help children living in Dawson Creek succeed in elementary school, said 

school board trustee Richard Powell. 
"The early learning community has come together to create an impressive renewed facility to support 

young families in our community for years to come." 
The Hub will also hold the Words on Wheels Bus office. The mobile library travels around School 

District 59 for children up to age six and their parents to take out books and toys and eat a healthy snack.  
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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ABORIGINAL GATHERING SPACES 
Northern Lights College aboriginal students can now enjoy a new gathering space, featuring local 

paintings, a rock fireplace and a large study area. 
"This area will be a place for aboriginal students to gather to study, socialize and plan activities," said the 

college's aboriginal services coordinator Theresa Gladue, who now has her office in the area. 
A mask, large dream catcher, drum and tools are on display. The area has wood floors and deep orange 

and olive green walls to give the room a cozy, comfortable feel. 
A special ventilation system was installed for different First Nation traditions. 
A local elder was able to hold a smudging ceremony to honour the new gathering space without the fire 

alarm going off. Sage is burnt during the ceremony to drive off bad spirits, feelings or influences. 
The aim of the gathering space is to provide a welcoming atmosphere for aboriginal students, said the 

college's president Laurie Rancourt. 
The space isn't just for studying - it will provide an area for students to socialize, eat lunch and hold 

meetings. 
NLC campuses in Chetwynd, Fort St. John and Fort Nelson also have aboriginal gathering spaces, 

provided by $60,000 in provincial funding. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

Dawson Creek high school students can now receive free training as early childhood educators before 
they finish school. 

There is a great demand in Dawson Creek for ECE certified people to work in daycares and for the school 
district, said Gloria Cleve, early learning project manager for School District 59. 

Students would receive their training at the Early Learning Hub - a new facility that holds a daycare and 
parenting classes. They would earn their ECE certificate to work with young children before leaving 
secondary school. 

The program is free because tuition is picked up by the school district as long as students are still in high 
school. 

Applicants should be nurturers that love to work with young children, Cleve said. 
"This crosses genders. We don't have enough men in the field." 
Women dominate early childhood education, and she encourages men to apply. 
Early childhood educators must be 18 to practice, but students who graduate when they're 17 can still 

work with young children while they wait for their birthday. 
Wages have drastically risen in the last few years in Dawson Creek because the school district - which 

pays more than most daycares - has implemented programs in the city, Cleve said. Employees make between 
$18 to $25 an hour. 

The program takes two years to complete, but the core courses needed before starting work only take a 
year. The rest of the training can be provided on the job. 

People working in the school district's StrongStart program must have ECE certificates. 
These programs aim to have children developmentally ready for kindergarten to help them succeed 

throughout their school years.  
Early childhood educators play games, read stories and serve snacks to young children and their 

caregivers. 
The Early Learning Hub offers a StrongStart drop-in program for parents and their young children during 

weekday mornings. Licensed daycares must also have ECE caregivers on staff. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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WORLD RECORD HOLDERS FOR HIDE-AND-SEEK 
Dawson Creek students officially break record for world's largest game of hide-and-seek 

It's official - Dawson Creek is in the record books for hosting the largest game of hide-and-seek in the 
world! 

Sabrina L'Heureux said she recently received confirmation from Guinness World Records that her 
students in the Leadership class at the South Peace Campus of Dawson Creek set a world record this past June 
for the most number of people to play the game in the same location for at least an hour. 

"It's really a neat feeling to be able to say that," said L'Heureux. "Mostly I'm just happy for the students 
who helped to organize it because they put so much work into it, and it would have been disheartening for 
them if we hadn't beat the record or it wasn't approved, so I think they will be really happy that all of their 
efforts paid off." 

The game was organized at the Pioneer Village on the afternoon of June 17. Students with the Leadership 
class had advertised for a few weeks prior to the event in order to recruit the 188 participants needed to break 
the previous record. Fortunately, more than 200 people came out to help shatter the record, and despite a 
torrential downpour of rain that afternoon, the game was a success. 

The event was not just to break record however, the Leadership class charged participants $1 each to play 
so that they could donate those proceeds to the Salvation Army's food bank. L'Heureux said she is so proud of 
her students and the organizational and leadership qualities 

Grade 11 student Tristan Steinke was one of the students who helped to organize the game, and he said it 
is definitely a great feeling to be part of setting a world record. 

"It's a cool thing to be a part of," he said, adding he was pleased to be able to raise money for a worthy 
cause in the community as well. 

"I was a little surprised that we had as many (participants) as we did," he added. "I wasn't sure if we were 
going to break it or not." 

www.mile0city.ca 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT GOES GREEN 
The Peace River South school district has launched a new green agenda. 
"The district and schools have a primary role in educating students and developing a culture that is 

reducing energy consumption, reducing waste and striving for a minimal environmental impact," according to 
the policy draft. 

The new initiative - Policy and Regulation 4209: Energy Management and Sustainability Plan - is 
designed to reduce the environmental impact of the district, but also benefit students and cut down utility costs 
along the way. 

The school board will focus on four key areas: conservation, protection, education, and governance to 
achieve the initiative goals, and will do so by way of project development and direct instruction in the 
classroom. 

The policy stresses the obligation of all those working in the district "to promote an attitude of 
environmental stewardship for their school broader community and the planet." 

However, according to Secretary-Treasurer Gerry Slykhuis, the board has already got the ball rolling with 
some environmentally friendly projects and entered into a partnership with BC Hydro. 

An Energy Manager contracted out by BC Hydro is working with the school board to identify key areas 
where the district can reduce energy consumption, and create plans to rectify problem areas. 

The most significant issue for the district, according to Al Vantassel, Facilities Manager of the Energy 
Management Team - the group assigned to meeting policy goals - is staff plugging in their cars, which he says 
has already been addressed. 

The district has converted all the schools outlets to 'Smart Plugs', an energy conservation device that 
works by cycling block heaters in cars to reduce the amount of energy being used. 

The plugs alone will probably reduce 40 per cent of the districts energy costs, according to Vantassel, a 
considerable amount for a school board that forks over 1.3 million dollars annually in utility costs. 

Further projects include an overhaul of school and office lighting, which currently consumes 30 per cent 
of district energy. As well the Energy Management Team is looking into installing solar panels at schools and 
the options of solar operated water tanks for hot water. 

One particular project that has piqued the interest of the board is a Solar Vu Analyzer, an online 
interactive learning tool used at Pouce Coupe Elementary that monitors the energy generated up to the minute 
by solar panels installed at its campus. 

"It's a great learning tool for students. Throughout the region they can look at it and see the revenues 
saved each day," said Slykhuis during a board meeting held earlier this year. 

The analyzer serves as a good hands on learning method that promotes energy conservation, which is 
what Brad Booker, Vice Principal of Outdoor and Environmental Education, has focused on with several 
workshops held across the district teaching to students the importance of alternative energy sources. 

"Students can work to discover how solar panels and wind turbines work to produce electricity, which is a 
good opportunity for them to get active and get informed about how energy works and comes from," said 
Booker. 

The programs are tied into the efforts being made by the district, remarked Booker, who wants students to 
not only consider how to conserve energy but also why it is important to do so. 

"My responsibility is the cultural change. The hard part is changing the cultural mentality to encourage 
students to conserve." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The government will invest 13 million dollars in new skills training programs, with Northern Lights 
College (NLC) as one of the many post-secondary recipients, continuing the province's promotion of trade in 
the North. 

NLC, along with Northwestern Community College and College of New Caledonia, have been granted 
nearly one million dollars to fund the schools' Employment Skills Access (ESA) initiative. 

The announcement is the second in as many weeks by the government to provide funding for 
employment, as part of the B.C. Jobs Plan. 

On Dec. 5, $10 million was committed to sector and industry groups for job training over the next three 
years to meet growing labour market needs, with the Northeast recognized as an area of immense job growth 
in the future. 

"From our perspective it was nice to see the North mentioned in some of the examples of skills training to 
be considered, along with ESA funding," said Northern Lights Communications Director Brad Lyon about the 
recent funding and support from the province. 

"It indicates on the part of the provincial government that they recognize there are some staffing issues 
here in the North, that require some specific made in the North solutions." 

ESA is a government funded program run throughout the province to provide group-based training at 
public, post-secondary institutions to prepare eligible British Columbians for entry or re-entry into the 
workforce. 

The ESA programs offered by the partnering colleges are the Industry Field Medic Skills Training and 
Essential Office Skills Training. 

NLC has announced it will provide the medic course at the Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, Fort Nelson and 
Fort St. John campuses, with courses beginning as soon as February. As for the office training it will be 
provided at the Chetwynd, Dawson Creek and Fort St. John locations, starting in January. 

Eligible trainees will be provided with tuition-free education to either the four- week medic program or 
the seven-week office training.  

Over $450,000 has been designated to the medic skills course with free tuition available for 144 eligible 
students to attend the partnering institutions involved, and according to Lyon - who did not know at the time 
how much NLC itself would be receiving -the remaining funds will be used toward any administrative and 
equipment costs. 

The programs were chosen to be offered through ESA by way of a Labour Market Consortium held by the 
schools, and determined to be essential fields of study to meet labour market needs in the North, with the 
application for funding going out in October. 

"There are specific needs in both those areas throughout northern British Columbia," said Lyon, saying 
that a number of research polls were taken and discussions held between local industry leaders to determine 
the most suitable courses for funding. 

"Whether it's mining, oil and gas, whatever type of industry you’re looking at in the northern third of the 
province they’re looking for medics, and businesses they’re looking for trained office workers." 

Alaska Highway News 
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HOSPITAL FUNDRAISER 

WALK-IN CLINIC & PHARMACY 

The fourth annual fundraising dinner and silent 
auction at Chances Gaming Centre on Nov. 1 
features a five-course meal and prizes to benefit the 
Dawson Creek Hospital Foundation. 

Money raised will go towards an End Tidal 
C02 Module - a machine used to collect detailed 
respiratory measurements during critical stages of 
care. Doctors have slated it as a top priority for the 
emergency ward. 

The foundation raised over $5,000 last year. 
Silent auction items include tickets to 

comedian Jeff Foxworthy's show on March 17, a 
spa package, digital camera, a printer and two 
paintings by local artists. 

A 50/50 draw will also take place. 
"It's a chance for people to get out, eat and 

socialize while raising money for a very good 
cause," said Jerimy Earl, the foundation's 
communications and events co-ordinator. 

"There are some great things to bid on, and all 
the money goes to the emergency ward at the 
Dawson Creek Hospital." 

This year the lounge will be transformed into 
an autumn theme. Last year, the foundation 
decorated the area to represent the maternity ward. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Dawson Creek Hospital is still in need of 
more nurses, unlike most other areas of British 
Columbia. 

Nurses graduating from the University of British 
Columbia are placed throughout northern BC, but 
hospitals in the northeast are still faced with 
vacancies, said Northern Health CEO Cathy Ulrich. 

She also said Northern Health faces challenges 
recruiting nurses in specialty areas, such as critical 
and emergency room care.  "Generally in these 
instances, we are looking for nurses who have 
experience." 

Northern Health is developing strategies to 
educate and train nurses to fill these positions. 

New graduates may have challenges finding jobs 
in communities they want to live in, but there are 
many job opportunities in northern B.C., Ulrich said. 

"If they want to live and work in Prince George 
or Quesnel, they may have challenges in the short 
term. In the longer term, they probably would be able 
to get employment in those communities." 

Nurses are encouraged to work in Dawson Creek 
with loan forgiveness and other incentive programs. 

Northern Health hired 145 UNBC nursing 
graduates last year. 

Ten were placed at the Dawson Creek Hospital 
and one at the Health Unit. Fort St. John picked up 16 
new nurses, while Hudson's Hope and Mackenzie 
hired two each. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Co-op Mall officially entered into a lease agreement with Dr. Harry Neveling – a general practitioner 
and family physician in Dawson Creek for the past 10 years – who will supervise the clinic, and Francis 
Obeta, who will act as owner/operator of the PharmaSave. 

The 2,200 square-foot clinic will include seven examination rooms, and the hope is that at least four 
doctors will be practicing there at any given time. 

Dr Neveling said they anticipate the clinic will be open 12 hours a day from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Obeta said the aim of having a pharmacy integrated with a walk in clinic is to provide the citizens of 

Dawson Creek with a low-cost and efficient system for medical and pharmaceutical needs. 
www.MileOCity.com 
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The second annual Little Black Dress Affair was held at the George Dawson Inn. 
The event hosted by the South Peace Community Resource Society raised money for children and 

women's programs. Along with raising funds and awareness, it was also meant to be a fun night said Lori 
Brooks, organizer of the event and who does human resources for the society. Three hundred tickets were sold 
out, at $75 each for an evening that featured cocktails, dinner and a Bon Jovi tribute band. 

Although it was an all ladies event, gentlemen volunteers were dressed in vests and ties to help escort the 
women to their seats and to act as waiters. 

"They volunteer to help us, they did it last year some of them, and then we got some more this year 
because we have more women this year. We had 200 last year and 300 this year..." Brooks said. 

Brooks said she doesn't see the event accommodating more people next year, as there really isn't a space 
big enough. 

Along with dinner and a dance, 33 donated silent auction items were up for bid- including items like 
jewelry; perfume; candles; and gift baskets of make-up, beauty and hair products. Live auction items included 
a glamour photo session, a patio set and a washer and dryer. Raffles for gift certificates as well as other items 
and a draw for a $5,000 vacation voucher were also held. 

Northeast News 

LITTLE BLACK DRESS 

CASI CELEBRATES FIRST BIRTHDAY 
Community Action for Seniors Independence has been helping seniors in Dawson Creek live happy and 

healthy lives for a year. CASI celebrated its first birthday in October with help of staff, volunteers, and the 
seniors it was designed to help. 

CASI is a non-profit organization that educates seniors and helps them to access resources available 
through their program as well as in the community. They host workshops focused on issues faced by many 
seniors and connect them to volunteers. Their mission is to help seniors remain independent. 

"Helping seniors live happy, healthy, safe lives in the comfort of their own homes. So basically we want 
seniors to be independent, and I think seniors want to be independent too," said Linda Studley, Project 
Coordinator for CASI. 

Volunteers for CASI take on a variety of different roles. They can serve as a means of transportation to 
doctor's appointments and grocery stores, do yard work for the seniors, do light house-keeping and repairs, 
shovel snow, and can even act as a friendly visitor. Volunteers at CASI select what type of role they would 
like to fulfill as well as their time commitment and availability. 

CASI is an 18-month pilot project that is approved until the end of March.  It is hosted by the South Peace 
Community Resource Society and the South Peace Seniors Access Services Society and is funded by the 
province and by the United Way of the Lower Mainland.  It is one of five CASI projects throughout the 
province but is the only one in the north.   

Studley says they are looking for more ways to make the program more sustainable, as they only charge 
the seniors a one-time registration fee of $10. 

Northeast News 
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HOSPITAL FUNDRAISERS 

LAKE VIEW DONATES TO RECONNECT 

The Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation will be able to add some more valuable pieces of 
equipment towards a complete renovation of the hospital's maternity ward thanks to a donation from Apache 
Canada on Thursday morning. 

Representatives from the Calgary-based oil and gas exploration and production company presented 
members of the Hospital Foundation with a cheque for $5,000 towards the "Extreme Maternity Makeover" 
campaign. Specifically, the funding will be used to purchase blood pressure monitors and washable rocking 
chairs for the unit. 

"It's very important that we are involved here in the community," said Mark Hobbs, field manager in 
northwestern Canada for Apache. 

His company is relatively new to the Dawson Creek area, having acquired properties previously owned by 
BP about one year ago, with a focus on the Noel gas field in the One Island Lake area south of the city. 

After seeing the current state of the maternity ward firsthand - with some areas being more than 40 years 
old -Hobbs said there is no doubt the renovation is needed to make the unit a more inviting place for mothers 
and their newborns. 

With the support of the community through some recent fundraisers and donations, the Hospital 
Foundation is now less than $50,000 away from raising the $430,000 needed to complete the maternity 
makeover. Jeremy Earl, communications and events coordinator for the Foundation, said they hope to 
announce shortly the dates for start-up and completion of the project. 

The Foundation was the benefactor of the fourth annual Fundraising Dinner and Silent Auction hosted by 
Chances Gaming Centre . That event raised nearly $7,000 through the sale of dinner tickets, silent auction 
items and a 50/50 draw. That money will be used to purchase an End Tidal C02 Module that collects detailed 
respiratory measurements during critical stages of care, and will be used in the hospital's emergency ward. 

www.mile0city.ca 

The Lake View Credit Union handed over a $10,000 cheque to South Peace Community Resources.  The 
money will go towards Reconnect Youth Services, a program for teens living on the streets or who are at risk 
of being homeless.  Youth are provided with counselling and group education, recreational and leisure 
activities and a safe environment that promotes reconnection with their family. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The EnCana Event Centre presented two local charities with funds raised locally.  The Dawson Creek 
SPCA and the Dawson Creek Salvation Army received a cheque for approximately $1,000 for use in projects 
within their organization. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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ENCANA & CHUCKWAGON DRIVERS DONATE TO FOOD BANK 
The Salvation Army's food bank in Dawson Creek will be much better able to help individuals and 

families in need heading into this winter thanks to the generosity of drivers with the World Professional 
Chuckwagon Association (WPCA), and EnCana Corp. 

The WPCA and EnCana once again partnered this year for the Race Against Hunger, a campaign to help 
food banks in communities along the WPCA's Dodge Pro Tour route, including Dawson Creek, which hosts 
the chuckwagon races during the annual Fall Fair. 

In Dawson Creek, the campaign raised 3,800 pounds of food and nearly $25,000 in monetary donations. 
The monetary total includes a contribution from EnCana, which agreed to match cash donations dollar-for-
dollar, and $2 per pound of food, up to a total of $10,000. 

John MacDonald, family services director for the Salvation Army in Dawson Creek, said the food 
donations included two whole cows and a buffalo from local ranchers. 

"I though that was a little abnormal, but we are in Dawson Creek, and, yes, we can use the meat!" he said, 
adding the meat was prepared at a significantly reduced price by Lawrence Meats. 

The totals also included the fundraising efforts of chuckwagon driver Mark Sutherland, who out of 36 
drivers, raised the most amount of donations and was named the "2011 Food Driver of the Year. The drivers 
participated in each community along the tour by helping to bag groceries, sell food hampers and promote the 
Race Against Hunger campaign at a local grocery store. Sutherland said he benefited from having close family 
and other ties in Dawson Creek, having grown up in nearby Grande Prairie. 

"I went around to people that in some cases were planning on donating to the food bank already, and they 
just took advantage of the EnCana matching grant," he said. 

He said chuckwagon drivers are a competitive bunch anyways, and the food bank campaign was no 
exception. 

He raised over $7,000 total in his campaign, and because of his connections and the fact most of the 
fundraising happened in Dawson Creek, he decided to donate that to the food bank here. For his efforts, he 
received a shiny new belt buckle and a $1,000 cheque from EnCana. 

www.mile0city.ca 

Women and their children who find themselves at the Mizpah Transition House in Dawson Creek will 
have a bit more comfortable of a stay thanks to a donation from EnCana. 

Local employees with the Calgary-based oil and gas producer raised $200 through an internal fundraising 
campaign, and the company matched that amount for a total contribution of $400.  

Arden Smith, department manager for family safety, counselling and support services with the South 
Peace Community Resources Society (SPCRS), which administers the Mizpah Transition House said the 
money will go towards purchasing small necessities identified by the women and children who are staying at 
the transition home, such as pajamas and toothbrushes. 

The Mizpah Transition House provides short-term supportive counseling, safety, and shelter to women 
and their children who are experiencing family violence and personal crisis, are transient and unable to find 
shelter, are traveling from other areas for medical treatment or to appear in court, and/or are in need of support 
and referral to other services. The facility is located in a community house and provides services 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.  

www.mile0city.ca   
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Dawson Creek residents can show off their artistic flare while raising money for cancer research by 
creating cards to sell to community members. 

Chocolate Clover Scrapbook Supplies is selling five-card packs for $10 that amateur and experienced 
artists can design and sell. 

Two dollars from each card pack and all the proceeds from the sale will be donated to the Dawson Creek 
Cancer Society. 

Despite not being known for their artistic talent, members of the Dawson Creek Rage hockey team 
designed cards at the store. 

"They were skeptical whether they could make cards or not, but what they made was really great," said 
the store's co-owner Debbie Fynn. 

"By the end, they wanted more glitter glue and stamps." 
Many players dedicated their cards to people they know who are suffering from cancer or had the illness 

in the past. 
The team, along with the Junior Canucks, sold their cards at hockey games. 
The cards come in every theme, including Christmas, birthday and general use. 
Creative residents can drop their cards off at the store to be sold there. 
People who don't feel like expressing their artistic flare can sponsor card packages. 
A high school class picked up bundles of cards and will be selling them at their school. 
She encourages people to dedicate their cards to someone who is suffering from cancer, beat the illness or 

was lost to it. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

CARDS FOR CANCER 

ENCANA DONATES TO RECONNECT 
EnCana donates to new drop-in centre for at-risk youth in Dawson Creek 

A campaign to rebuild a drop-in centre for at-risk youth in Dawson Creek got a boost with a recent 
donation from EnCana. 

A cheque for $10,000 was presented on behalf of the company for the Reconnect Youth Building Project, 
which is currently being built by students from Northern Lights College's residential construction program at 
the corner of Ninth Street and 103 Avenue. The project has benefited from donations of money, time and 
materials from several local businesses, organizations and individual contractors. 

The Reconnect Youth Services offers services such as individual counselling, group education, crisis 
intervention, leisure activities, life skills training and referrals to other services for youth under the age of 19 
who live on the streets, or who are at risk of living on the streets. The new drop-in centre is expected to be 
complete by late April/early May of next year. 

www.mile0city.ca 
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PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA 

SHRINERS DONATE TO HOSPITAL FOUNDATION 

Though some were not so eager to see Santa as others, all of the 87 pets that took part in the "Pet Photos 
with Santa" event at the Dawson Creek Veterinary Clinic helped to raise money for two worthy causes in the 
South Peace. 

In exchange for a cash donation to either the Dawson Creek Veterinary Clinic/SPCA Spay and Neuter 
Program or the Tumbler Ridge Christmas Food Hamper Program, pet owners received a professional 
photograph of their beloved pet with Santa by Kathy Therrien with Reflections Portrait Studio. The event 
raised $707 for the animal population control program in Dawson Creek, and $87 to make Christmas a little 
brighter for families in need in Tumbler Ridge. 

www.mile0city.ca 

Shriners donate to help hospital purchase critical-care equipment 
The Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation's goal of purchasing two vital pieces of equipment 

for the hospital's emergency ward was brought a little closer to reality thanks to a donation from the Mile 0 
Shrine Club. 

President Doug Bonk and long-serving member Chuck Campbell presented Jerimy Earl, communications 
and events coordinator for the Hospital Foundation, a cheque for $1,500. Bonk said the money was raised 
through a combination of provincial gaming grant funding the club receives, as well as various raffles and 
other events throughout the year, and was donated to the hospital because of the Shriner's focus on helping 
children in critical or ongoing need of medical attention, and specifically, on children with disabilities. 

"I think we can say that the money goes to a good cause when it goes to the hospital," said Bonk. 
Shriners International is a fraternal fellowship based on Masonic principles that boasts about 340,000 

members from 194 chapters across the globe. The organization is probably most recognizable by the red, felt 
hats that members wear. 

The donation was for the Hospital Foundation's "Lights for Life 2011: Health for the Holidays" campaign, 
an effort to raise money for a pediatric ultrasound abdominal probe and a carbon dioxide monitor for critical 
care at the hospital. The first piece of equipment is used to diagnose abnormalities in various internal organs of 
a child and can also be used for imaging during emergency procedures, while the second piece is used to 
collect detailed respiratory measurements during critical stages of care. 

"This donation by the Shriners marks over $45,000 they have donated to benefit the Hospital Foundation 
over the last 10 years, so we're incredibly grateful for their continued support, and it is always nice to see those 
hats around Christmas!" said Earl. 

www.mile0city.ca 
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RCMP RAISE MONEY & AWARENESS 
Dawson Creek RCMP members and volunteers wrap gifts to raise money, awareness for 
crime prevention 

Patrons of the Dawson Mall can have their Christmas gifts wrapped while helping to support crime 
prevention in the community. 

Members of the Dawson Creek RCMP, along with volunteers, are wrapping gifts by donation as a 
fundraiser for the South Peace Crime Prevention Association, an umbrella organization that encompasses the 
Citizens on Patrol, Rural Crime Watch, Speed Watch and Restorative Justice programs. 

The detachment is also seeking volunteers for the Citizens on Patrol program - which involves citizens 
driving round the community and reporting any suspicious activity to police. 

"This year we're on a big kick for volunteers for Citizens on Patrol. In the past, we've got a lot of a great 
information from our Citizens on Patrol that assisted us in our investigations, but right now we are in a huge 
demand for numbers," said Cst. Ambie Verbruggen, the detachment's community policing/crime prevention 
officer. 

She said the only requirement for applicants is they have to be at least 19 years old, and they have to 
submit a criminal record check. She added the volunteer programs are an excellent prerequisite for anyone 
interested in becoming an RCMP officer, or for those who just want to be more aware of what is happening in 
their community. 

"It gives you that experience of keeping your eyes open and noticing things you might not normally notice 
when walking down the street," she said. 

Verbruggen said, generally, the funds from gift wrapping have been used to send volunteers to crime 
symposiums and different workshops that help them when they are on patrol or working in partnership with 
the RCMP and the community. 

www.mile0city.ca 

ARC Resources donates to Dawson Creek Hospital Foundation 
It was done without much forewarning or fanfare, but the Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation 

is grateful for a donation made by ARC Resources. 
Darryl Ireland, representative for the Calgary-based oil and gas company, presented Jerimy Earl, 

communications and events coordinator for the Hospital Foundation, with a cheque for $10,000. Earl said it is 
at least the second year in a row that someone from the company has dropped into his office to make a 
donation around Christmas-time. 

He said his board of directors has yet to decide what project that money will go towards, but the 
Foundation does have two ongoing fundraising campaigns. The first, the "Extreme Maternity Makeover" 
campaign is an effort to completely renovate and refurbish the hospital's second-floor maternity ward, while 
the second, the "Lights for Life 2011: Health for the Holidays" campaign is an effort to raise money for two 
vital pieces of equipment for the emergency ward. The first piece of equipment is a paediatric ultrasound 
abdominal probe that is used to diagnose abnormalities in various internal organs of a child and can also be 
used for imaging during emergency procedures, and the second piece is a carbon dioxide monitor used to 
collect detailed respiratory measurements during critical stages of care. 

www.mile0city.ca  
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BULL RIDING 

INDOOR PLAYGROUND 

Some of the best bull riders in the world - including some from as far away as Brazil and Australia - were 
attempting to master some of the toughest bulls bred to ride during the Peace Country Cody Snyder 
Professional Bull Riding (PBR) Invitational at the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek. 

The stakes were high for the riders as the event was the final qualifier for the PBR Canadian National 
Finals in Saskatoon, Sask., Nov. 18-19. After many thrills and more than a few spills, Zane Lambert-who is 
originally from Manitoba, but now resides in Ponoka, Alta. - emerged the winner. Lambert had a great 
evening, scoring 87 out of a possible 100 points in the "long-go" (first round) and 89.5 in the "short-go" (final 
round) for a combined score of 176.5, edging out his closest competitor by 5.5 points. 

It was a great night for Lambert, and also the culmination of a great weekend for the Dawson Creek 
Exhibition Association. The Exhibition Association hosted a dinner and auctions at the Events Centre which 
raised over $48,000. At the bull riding event, over $50,000 more was raised through a 50/50 draw, a share of 
the sponsorship revenues, and through the generous donations from local business owners. That money will all 
go towards the Exhibition Association's campaign to put a roof over the grandstands in the rodeo infield at the 
fairgrounds. 

www.mile0city.ca 

Dawson Creek youngsters now have a new place to wear off energy during the long, cold winter months - 
an indoor playground at the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre. 

The small playground, designed for kids up to five years old, has two slides, an intricate climbing area 
and a colourful floor made from recycled rubber. 

But the playground is not only a place far children to blow off some steam; it also promotes reading and 
counting.  Hopscotch will let kids practice counting, while letters placed throughout the playground will help 
kids learn to read. 

"We combined both learning and activity because children don't move enough because of the time they 
spend in front of TVs," said Heidy Kux-Kardos, South Peace Success By 6 coordinator. 

She said many parents think their children know the alphabet simply because they can sing the song. But 
in reality they can't recognize individual letters. 

Kids can play games at the playground that help them become familiar with numbers while staying active 
at the same time. 

At first Success By 6 wanted to build a climbing wall but thought the youngest children wouldn't be able 
to use it.  Instead, it built a climbing area that's easy for all children to use. It has butterflies, frogs and 
sunflowers for kids to climb over and identify. 

The red and green bouncy rubber floor is made from recycled rubber from British Columbia.  Most tires 
in the province are recycled, creating an environmentally-friendly product that can be used for flooring. 

Every time someone buys a tire, $5 is given to Tire Stewardship B.C., who decides which organizations 
get community grants. 

Non-profit organizations that receive funding must be open to the public and wheelchair accessible, said 
executive director Mike Hennessy. 

Tire Stewardship B.C. will match an organization up to $30,000 for the cost of installing the used rubber. 
They funded $247,000 worth of projects in 2010. So far, the have funded 12 projects around B.C. for 

$127,000 this year. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SOCCER 

SPORT HEROES 

South Peace Junior Soccer (SPJS) has teamed up with 
the Dawson Creek Adult Soccer League (DCASL) and 
purchased two sets of bleachers that will give devoted fans 
somewhere to sit. 

Presently, local fans of the beautiful game who want 
to watch their kids in action in Junior Soccer games or 
their friends and neighbors play in the Adult Soccer 
League at the Paul Loiselle Soccer Park must sit on the 
grass, stand or bring a lawn chair. 

The two sets of bleachers are each 15-feet long, stand 
three tiers high, cost $1,500 each and have wheels so they 
can be moved. 

The bleachers will be used in the adults' and kids' 
soccer seasons, from May-August, and, depending on the 
response in the 2012 season, it's possible more will be 
purchased. 

In other South Peace Junior Soccer news, the 
organization will be switching its winter league from an 
indoor soccer format to a futsal format. 

The SPJS winter futsal season begins in November in 
the city's school gyms after registration at the end this 
month or early next month. 

As well, SPJS is also investigate the possibility of 
installing lighting for the soccer park. The organization is 
looking at funding options for the facility on 116th Avenue 
near the fairgrounds, but it's unlikely anything would be in 
place for the start of the 2012 soccer season in May. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

None of the five residents who won Sport BC awards volunteer for awards or accolades, but each one has 
touched many lives over the past 30-50 years and is grateful for the recognition. 

Connie Patterson, Christina Wards, Don Bourassa, Ted Schilds and Andrew Kadziolka were given 
Community Sport Heroes Awards, sponsored by EnCana, at a short ceremony at the EnCana Events Centre. 

The five have more than 200 years of combined sports volunteering between them, and the sports they 
have been involved with include most every athlete endeavor in Dawson Creek, from hockey and skiing to 
soccer and softball. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SKI LIFT 
The drive for donations for the new lift system at Bear Mountain continues, with the most recent 

contribution being a $31,000 offering from the Dawson Creek Rotary Clubs. 
The Dawson Creek Sunrise Rotary Club and the Dawson Creek Noon Rotary Club made a joint donation 

of $25,000 along with a $6,450 donation raised from the clubs' recent charity poker tournament. 
That helps as the Bear Mountain Ski Hill chips away at the half a million dollars it will need to cover the 

cost of the new lift, which will replace the ancient one presently on the hill, as well as the installation price 
tag. 

"We are about three-quarters of the way there. We needed about $498,000 and we are about three-quarters 
of the way there - probably about $375,000 or so - and we are also counting on some in-kind support when we 
install it. It is looking good. We are closing in on it, and we have until May or so to do the rest. I am 
confident," said Paul Gevatkoff, the president of the Dawson Creek Ski and Recreation Association, the 
organization that operates the downhill facility south of the city. 

There are several other projects in the works that will bring in additional funds for the lift, added 
Gevatkoff. 

The lift system, acquired from Jasper's Marmot Basin, will not be installed this ski and snowboard season, 
but will be in place for the 2012-13 season. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

VOLUNTEERS CREATE PICNIC AREA 
A picnic in the park in Rolla will be more enjoyable, following the volunteer efforts of Ministry of 

Transportation and Infrastructure staff and employees at Caribou Road Services. 
In late October, volunteers took to the park at the Rolla Community Hall. A picnic area was constructed 

with picnic tables placed on gravel and paving stones. The centerpiece of the improvements is a fire pit 
outlined by paving stones and gravel.   

A commemorative plaque was reinstalled on the Rolla Community Hall monument, restoring it to its 
original condition. The site was cleaned and new grass seed was planted around the park improvements. 

This project is part of a province-wide community service initiative by the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure and its road and bridge maintenance contractors, members of the B.C. Road Builders and Heavy 
Construction Association. 

Government of BC News Release 

DANCE CLUB DONATES TO HALL 
The Dawson Creek Country Music Dance Club is a non-profit group of people who love to dance and 

contribute to the community.  Dancing is great exercise and an opportunity to socialize and meet new people.  
People come from Grande Prairie, Spirit River, Fort St John, Rycroft, Hythe and many surrounding areas. 

The club donated $2,000 to the Senior’s Association which is responsible for the maintenance of the 
Senior’s Hall.  The contribution will greatly assist them with their project of updating the bathrooms in the 
hall. 

Because of the great attendance to the dances this year, the Dance Club also donated $1,000 to the Step 
Up ‘N’ Ride Society, which provides people with disabilities with the opportunity to go shopping or attend 
community functions. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Dawson Creek, BC Plays Host to Third Capital One Grand Slam of Curling Event of the 
Season 

The Capital One Grand Slam of Curling features the best men's teams from around the world competing 
for $100,000 in prize money 

As the end of the round-robin portion of the BDO Canadian Open draws near, the Capital One Grand 
Slam of Curling is already looking ahead to the third event in this season's series - The National - at Dawson 
Creek, BC's EnCana Events Centre from January 25-29, 2012.  

"We're very excited to be hosting The National at the EnCana Events Centre next month. Fans from all 
around the Dawson Creek area are going to be treated to some of the best curling they'll ever see," said Ryan 
Maclvor, General Manager, EnCana Events Centre, a Global Spectrum Managed Facility. "The Capital One 
Grand Slam of Curling series is a great showcase for the sport and we're looking forward to sharing that with 
fans of all ages when the top teams in the world come to town." 

Held annually since 2001-02, the Capital One Grand Slam of Curling is a series of four elite international 
events providing the largest prize purse in curling, $670,000. Each men's event boasts a lineup featuring 18 of 
the world's best teams competing for the Capital One Cup, awarded to the one men's team and one women's 
team that accumulate the most points throughout the season based on their performance in selected Capital 
One Grand Slam of Curling events. 

www.grandslamofcurling.com 
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GRAND SLAM OF CURLING 

The Dawson Creek RCMP and Mayor Mike Bernier sang Christmas carols to more than 100 festive 
seniors at Rotary Manor. 

RCMP members decked out in red uniforms, along with Bernier and others, sang Deck the Halls, Silent 
Night, Let it Snow and Jingle Bells. 

Bernier sang White Christmas and Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire solo for the seniors and their 
families.  He has been taking part in the Christmas event for five years now, but the RCMP has been a choir 
for more than a decade. 

Many seniors have been listening to the annual carols for years in the large hall decorated with wreaths 
and Christmas trees. 

They crowded around the group and the accompanying pianist. 
The choir moved around the room singing carols so everyone could get a glimpse of the performance. 
A jolly Santa Claus made an appearance encouraging every age to visit him.  "You're never too old to sit 

on my lap," he said.   Both seniors and their grandchildren lined up to tell Santa what they wanted for 
Christmas. 

The audience enjoyed eggnog, punch and traditional Christmas food once Santa left for the North Pole. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SKI LIFT 
Teddy bear auction raises money for ski lift 

Teddy bears helped to raise over $11,000 towards installing a new lift at the Bear Mountain Ski Hill near 
Dawson Creek. 

Twenty-one bears were purchased for $200 each by a number of local businesses in support of the "Bear 
Wear Silent Auction" that afternoon. Those businesses then dressed their bears up in unique outfits, and 
generously donated several items to be included with each, so that they could be auctioned off to the highest 
bidder on Sunday afternoon to raise money for the lift. 

"We're ecstatic with the support we're getting from the community," said Paul Gevatkoff, president of the 
Bear Mountain Ski Club. "Twenty-one businesses stepped up and did a great job decorating them (the teddy 
bears)." 

Bids were coming in fast and furious as there many great packages to bid on, including an X-Box 360 
Kinect, an optometry package, lingerie and much more. The teddy bears themselves were also judged for best 
costume by the patrons who came to bid on them. 

Parents were encouraged to bring their children to the ski hill that afternoon as the event also included a 
visit from Santa Claus, and a few activities such as making gingerbread houses. 

The fundraiser brings the ski club to within $100,000 of the cost of installing the new tee-bar lift on the 
hill. Gevatkoff said while they still have a lot of work to do, he is confident based on the community's 
continued support that they will have the lift installed by next summer. 

He said another example of that outstanding support is the latest fundraiser put on by the management at 
Brown's Social House. The restaurant has partnered with the South Peace Oilmen's Association to purchase 
500 toques that will be sold at the restaurant for $15 each, with all proceeds going to the ski lift fund. 

www.mile0city.ca 

RAGE JOINS CHOIR FOR 
CAROLING 
A very Rage'n Christmas at the Dawson 
Mall 

It was an out-Rage-ous site to behold at the 
Dawson Mall as players from the Dawson Creek 
Rage Junior 'A' hockey team joined the Potluck in 
the Basement Singers to spread some holiday cheer. 

The players and the local choir delighted 
shoppers with renditions of Christmas classics like 
"Here Comes Santa Claus." Even the team's mascot, 
Rampage, was helping to get the crowd and the 
choir fired up. 

The Rage players were also handing out tickets 
for their two upcoming home games, the last two 
games of this calendar year. 

The Saturday game will be special as it 
includes a teddy bear toss, and a food and gift drive, 
to benefit the Salvation Army. There will also be a 
turkey dinner fans can enjoy for $15 a plate. 

www.mile0city.ca 

The City's Recreation department has put a 
challenge out to its residents this holiday season; to 
swim, walk, run, ski, skate, or climb to the North 
Pole. 

The challenge, Trek to the North Pole, has 
garnered more than 240 participants. 

The Trek to the North Pole won't require travel 
outside of the city, as the challenge issued to the 
community is just to exercise. Participants can 
choose their preferred physical activity and record 
when they did it and for how long. 

Participants keep track in provided booklets, 
that not only log how far they've traveled, but also 
converts their activities into kilometers. Participants 
can use the climbing wall, pool, or walking track to 
complete kilometers. It's completely free to register 
for the challenge, and residents can register 
individually or in a group. 

Northeast News 
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AN OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS 

GRANDSTAND ROOF 

Rotary Clubs to host 'An Old Fashioned Christmas' in Dawson Creek 
Sleigh bells will be ringing and chestnuts will be roasting on an open fire as the Rotary Clubs of Dawson 

Creek host "An Old Fashioned Christmas" at Pioneer Village. 
The event will include Christmas caroling, sleigh rides, roasted chestnuts, hotdogs and hot chocolate 
"It's just a sense of the old-fashioned Christmas ...just being outside this time of year, everyone really 

enjoys it. It's a lot of family fun," said Teresa Crate, director of community services for the Rotary Clubs. 
Allof the activities are free of charge, so everyone is encouraged to attend. 
"The Rotary Clubs of Dawson Creek put this on as one of our favourite things to do every year for the 

community," said Crate. "The community donates so much money to the Rotary Clubs, and this is just one of 
our little ways of thanking everyone who donates to Rotary in everything we do." 

An Old Fashioned Christmas follows a free Christmas dinner the Rotary Clubs hosted. Crate said about 
300 guests attended the dinner, which featured turkey or ham with all of the fixings prepared and served by 
about 40 volunteers. There was also live entertainment and photos with Santa for the children. 

www.mile0city.ca 

The Dawson Creek Exhibition Association (DCEA) has decided to go ahead with installing a roof over 
the fair grandstands in time for the 2012 fall fair. 

The total price tag for the roof is $300,000, not including the prep work that must be done. 
For the past two years, fall fair officials have been busy raising funds for the roof. The roof fund was 

helped along with a $3,000 donation from Belsum Auto Recyclers that brought the final amount needed down 
to $67,000. 

The DCEA and the World Professional Chuckwagon Association are negotiating another three-year 
contract; the DCEA and Western Chuckwagon Association inked a new three contract in October. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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STABLES & ARENA TO OPERATE LAKOTA AGRIPLEX 
Operating agreement renewed with Stables and Arena Association; group to host free 
equestrian showcase for the public 

The Dawson Creek Stables and Arena Association will continue to run the Lakota Agriplex in 2012 after 
city council approved a one-year renewal of an operating agreement with the non-profit society. 

The Stables and Arena Association has operated the riding arena since 2008, and it was recommended by 
staff that it continue to manage the facility. In his report to council, Greg Dobrowolski, deputy chief 
administrative officer for the City of Dawson Creek, noted the City has received very few complaints from 
users about the facility, and any defects which have been brought to the attention of the Stables and Arena 
Association "have been promptly dealt with." He also noted the Stables and Arena Association has been able 
to effect repairs and capital projects in the building at less cost than the City is able to do because the volunteer 
nature of the group encourages local contractors and retailers to do work and provide services also on a non-
profit basis. 

www.mile0city.ca 
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CONCERT IN THE SANCTUARY 
More than 130 Dawson Creek music-lovers spent Saturday evening listening to the relaxing and vibrant 

sounds of the cello, violin and piano at St. Mark's Church. 
Local cellist Katarzyna Szczesniak and former Dawson Creek violinist John Woronuk paired up to provide 

a lively string performance of Polish, Russian and German music. 
They were accompanied on the piano by Merrill Flewelling, who is also the music director at the church. 
Event organizer Anne Clayton said cello and violin music have been crowd favourites at past concerts. 
The show was part of the series Concerts in the Sanctuary. The church provides evening and "brown bag 

lunch" concerts during the afternoon. 
Woronuk played "Hot Canary," a piece with bird sounds that kids in the audience particularly enjoyed. 
The two musicians played the "Pizzicato Polka," a lively piece that quickly became a crowd favourite. 
Szczesniak completed her master's degree at the Academy of Arts in Gdansk, Poland and began her 

professional career in the same country. She opened the Szczecin Philharmonic Orchestra in 1992 and 
performed as the principal cellist until 2007. 

She now lives with her husband and children in Dawson Creek. 
Woronuk was raised on a farm in Rycoft. His father played Ukrainian, Hungarian, Rumanian and Gypsy 

violin music by ear. Of the five boys in the family, four played violin and learned to read music from the eldest. 
The violinist served as concertmaster of the Dawson Creek Symphonette and Choir. He retired from his 

dental practice in 1989 and now lives in Kelowna. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

ART AUCTION 
Each small painting adorning the walls of Café Europa is strikingly different from the one beside it. 
Landscapes, abstract designs and portraits by Dawson Creek artists hand in their temporary home, waiting 

for the highest price bidder in the silent auction. 
Artists have donated their paintings to help raise money for the Dawson Creek Art Gallery. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

ART SYMPOSITION 
Artists from throughout BC and Alberta are coming together to network, learn new techniques and gain 

inspiration at the ninth annual Art Symposium in Dawson Creek. 
The three-day event held at the Dawson Creek Art Gallery, will feature hands-on workshops and exhibits 

showcasing artwork from the Peace Region. 
The Art of the Peace Juried Exhibit, which will eventually travel to other galleries, will be on display 

during the symposium. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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GORDON LIGHTFOOT 

THE TROUBLE WITH TRENT 

Dawson Creek took a trip back in time as Canadian singer-songwriter 
Gordon Lightfoot took the stage at the EnCana Events Centre. The folk-
rock legend performed a roster of his greatest hits, as well as some fan 
favourites. 

While he may be 73 years old, Lightfoot still has the mind of a young 
touring artist. The musician interacted with the crowd in between songs, 
regaling with stories, giving the occasional thumbs up and telling jokes, 
even calling one audience member a "weiner" for spoiling the end of a 
song. 

The show lasted two hours, with a short intermission, and even 
included an outfit change. Playing his own guitars, including his 
infamous 12-string, Lightfoot was accompanied by a four-person band, 
including another guitarist, a bassist, a keyboard player and a 
percussionist. 

While the average age of the audience was clearly 50 plus, several 
young children and 20 year olds could be spotted singing along, proving 
his fans span multiple generations. 

The last time Lightfoot performed in the Mile 0 City was 1967, for 
the province's centennial. 

www.mile0city.ca 

The comedic mystery play, The Trouble with Trent, will be performed at the South Peace United Church. 
The play is accompanied by a dinner theatre for three nights and a dessert matinee on the last day. 
An additional time has been added due to sell out evenings in previous years. 
The 16th annual South Peace Players production is at two-act play based on writings from Fred 

Carmichael. 
The large church hall is completely transformed into a colourful set with festive lighting, giving the 

dining audience the sense they are part of the play. 
A homemade four-course meal, complete with soup, salad, a main dish and dessert, is served before the 

play. Wine is also included. 
Local actors bring the captivating play to life. 
The Trouble with Trent is a tale about mistaken identity that begins when three mystery buffs meet to 

polish up a book they anonymously co-wrote. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Set to be released at Dawson Creek's 50th anniversary four years ago, "Dawson Creek- Memories of 
Home", finally celebrated it's launch Sunday, Dec. 4 at the library. Published by the Dawson Creek Library, 
"Dawson Creek- Memories of Home" is a collection of poems, stories, photographs, and illustrations done by 
a diverse group of residents. The library was successful in securing a small grant from the provincial 
government for a project that would benefit the community; they decided on the creation of a local book. 
Unfortunately, the project had a difficult time securing an editor until two years ago when Library Board 
member and high school English teacher, Jennifer Fox volunteered for the role. 

Over four years ago residents were asked to submit poems about their memories of the city to make up the 
majority of content in the book. 

"It was about memories of Dawson Creek, so it was just about Dawson Creek in general. We got poems 
written about the 50s, we got poems written about here and now, we had poems that were written about 
memories that went through several generations, so it's an eclectic mix of writing, except for the fact that they 
all focus on Dawson Creek," said Fox. 

Along with pictures from the archives, two memoirs are included written by Jeremy Beaulne about what 
interviewees remember about the city. One submission by Beaulne recounts what Marianne Hackworth 
remembers about growing up in Dawson Creek in the 1940s. Hacksworth's father operated the train station 
that is now the city's visitor's information centre, she recalls the city rationing one bucket of water per 
household per day and taking weekly baths. In another poem Ted Schilds writes about his hockey memories, 
Schilds was at the launch to read two poems he submitted. 

Fox believes that the book will appeal to everyone in Dawson Creek. 
"I think it's important because it reflects what every person in town is thinking, anybody who's got some 

history here will understand some of the events that are written about, anybody who's moved here will be 
interested in finding out about some of the events. The great fire of Dawson Creek of course is a big one and is 
written about in here quite often, the rodeo, Rotary Lake, a lot of different things that are important to the 
people who live here," Fox said. 

Northeast News 
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